In 1890 the Tardent winery at Roma, Queensland, (site of present fire brigade station). 

went into private liquidation, primarily because of  differences of opinion between Henri and the company directors 

Henri bought the company’s assets with the aid of a £1000 loan he obtained from the Queensland National Bank. During the next three to four years, Tardent Bros winery prospered, and in 1893 Henri and his assets were worth £6000, and his liabilities, £1000. Then came the depression and drought of 1893, and the failure of many banks, including Queensland National, which called up Henri’s loan of £1000. He couldn’t pay, of course, and was consigned to a state of bankruptcy. His problem was compounded because at this crucial and difficult time, he fell ill with typhoid fever, and nearly died. 
At this time, his son Paul, aged 16, obtained work in the shearing sheds, and in six months was able to save £20 with which the family furniture was redeemed from the bailiff. 

Henri then rented a small neglected farm on the bank of Bungeworgorai Creek, which they farmed successfully with a combination of skill and hard work. This was where Jules Tardent was born.  In 1961 it was owned by one Ron Standford, and was described as Portion 253. 
As Portion 253 was fairly well stocked, the Tardents then applied for four selections offered by the government. Each was 640 acres – i.e. one square mile overall. These blocks were seven miles south west of Roma. These selections were called “The Ormonts”, but to this day is locally known as “Tardents”. These blocks were Portions 12V, 13V, 15V, and 16V. Portions 13V and 16V were forfeited to the Crown because of prickly pear infestation.  Portions 12V and 13V were sold by Paul and Jules in 1933. Portion 12V as at 1961 was owned by Bunge Baker, a Roma blacksmith. Portion 13V was owned by grazier Wayne Ferrier. 

On the outskirts of Roma is a modern tourist attraction dominated by the old oil drilling rig of 1929 or thereabouts. 

Here you will find a plaque commemorating the death of Oswald Urbain Tardent (“Ossie”), son of Mark Alexis Tardent (brother of Henri) who was killed by a German sniper at the battle of Marlancourt on 14th June 1917. He was a sergeant and a bachelor. His second name,  Urbain, derives from the Abbot of Saint Urbain, around 1600.   
