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A LoNG AND REMARKABLE ' sHoRT Rccou l t t '
D e a r e s t  M o t h e r ,  d e a r  B r o t h e r s ,  R e l a t i v e s  a n d  F r i e n d s  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d ,
R u s s i a  a n d  F r a n c e !  |  h a s t e n  t o  g r a n t  y o u r  w i s h  f o r  a n  a c c o u n t  o f
o u r  l o n g  j o u r n e y .  l 4 a y  t h e s e  l i n e s  r e m i n d  y o u  s o m e t i m e s  o f  y o u r
f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  A n t i p o d e s !  ( l )

F o r  s o m e  t i m e  I  h a d  f o r e s e e n  t h a t  f a t e  w o u l d  f o r c e  m e  t o  l i v e  i n  a
c o u n t r y  o t h e r  t h a n  R u s s i a .  F i  r s t l y ,  c o n c e r n  f o r  m y  h e a l t h .  A  n e g -
l e c t e d  b o u t  o f  d i p h t h e r i a  h a d  l e f t  m e  w i t h  a  r e c u r r i n g  t h r o a t  i n -
f l a m m a t i o n  t h a t  w o r s e n e d  e a c h  w i n t e r .  L a s t  y e a r  I  I o s t  m y  v o i c e
c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  p e r m a n e n t  l o s s  o f  v o i c e  w a s  v e r y  s e r i :
o u s .  M y  f r i e n d  a n d  d o c t o r ,  K i s l i e r ,  s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e d  m e  t o  c h a n g e
b o t h  c l  i n r a t e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e  l a t t e r  b e c a m e  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  m y
f a m i  l y r s  s a k e .

T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  o n e  t h a t  a p p e a l e d  t o  m e  i s  f a r m i n g ,  o l d  l e a v e n  o f
t h e  l a t e n i  S w i s s  m o u n t a i n  f a r m e r  w o r k i n g  i n  m e .  I  c o u l d  h a v e  s a t i s -
f i e d  t h i s  d e s i r e  i n  R u s s i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  C h a b a  f o r  w h i c h  p l a c e  I
h a d  s t r o n g  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  f r o m  w h e n c e  I  h a d  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  g o o d  o f f e r s ,
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t e  o f  R u s s i a  i s
t o o  p r e c a r i o u s ,  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  t o o  a c u t e  a n d  t h e
f u t u r e  t o o  u n c e r t a i n  f o r  m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m y s e l f  h e r e  f o r
g o o d .  I  c o u l d  s e e  p o l  i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l s  a h e a d  t h a t  w o u l d  t r a n s f o r m
t h e  o l d  a u t o c r a t i c  r e g i m e  i n t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  k n e w
t h a t  c o n f l  i c t  a n d  m a n y  d e a t h s  w o u l d  r e s u l t .  A l t h o u g h  I  I  i k e d  R u s s i a
w h e r e  I  h a d  s p e n t  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  y e a r s  o f  m y  l i f e ,  I  w a s  a  S w i s s
a n d  w a s  u n w i l l  i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  l i b e r t y  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  l i f e  o f
m y  f a m i  l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  R u s s i a .

T h e i r  f u t u r e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t o o  u n f a v o u r a b l e .  I n
s h o r t ,  I  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  I  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e n d a n g e r  t h e i r  h e r i t -
a g e  o f  l i b e r t y  t h a t  o u r  f a m i l y  h a s  h a n d e c j  d o w n  f o r  s o  m a n y  g e n e r a t -
i o n s  a n d  w h i c h  c a m e  t o  m e  i n t a c t  f r o m  m y  f a t h e r .  ( L i t t l e  d i d  H e n r y
d r e a m  o f  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  d i d  o c c u r , )

A f t e r  t h o r o u g h l y  w e i g h i n g  t h e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  t o
w h i c h  w e  m i g h t  e m i g r a t e ,  I  f i n a l  l y  d e c i d e d  o n  A u s t r a l  i a .  I  f e l t
a t t r a c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h i s  f a r - a w a y  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  i  t  i s  i n h a b i t e d  b y
a  f r e e  p e o p l e  w i  t h  a  r e l  i g i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d l  b e c a u s e  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c
a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  p r e v a i l  t h e r e ;  b e c a u s e  l a n c i  i s  f e r t i l e
a n d  c h e a p  a n d  t h e  c l i m a t e  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

F i n a l l y  a l s o  b e c a u s e  A u s t r a l i a  w a s  t h e  d r e a m  o f  m y  f a t l r e r r s  y o u t h
a n d  b e c a u s e  I  a m  h a p p y  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  a m b i t i o n  o f  h i m . w h o  h a s  b e e n
m y  b e s t  f r i e n d  h e r e  o n  e a r t h .  ( 2 )

WRTTTEN RECORDS

(1)  Our  record  o f  th is  tshor t  account t  i s  in  Hor tensets  neat ,

TegibTe hand, obviousTg copied bg her from Henrg,s origiinaT
giant 'Tettert .  The account covers: 399 pages of a notebook 7 x
8 x 3/4". Marjorie Cran B.A. made a verbatim translat ion which
the a,uthor condensed into modern EngJish whiTst hopefulJg pre-
serving j ts essentja-2.s. The account rea77g starfs on j  Mar L8B7
when Henri announced his decision to migrate and continues to
the end of their first momentous twentg months in eueensland,
A u s t r a l i a .

.Hewg sags eTsewhere that much of this account was incfuded in
a  pamphle t  en t i t led 'Lo in  du  Pagst  (Far  f rom one 's  count rg )  in
the possession of an oLd fr iend, Pastor Henri TheLin of Lausanne.
One wonders what happened to it - perhaps some Lausanne researcF
er maA discover i t  some dag! The two accounts dif fer a Lit tLe
in text from each other as far as one can judge.

(2) Henrg does not mention another factor that influenced him:
Tetters in praise of AustraLia and Queensfand were reaching
Chaba famiTies from the Ganters in Mt Morqan, after Tate 7885.

The worLd is  t ruTg a verg smalT pJace!

On 15 Dec 1977 MgrTe and Jules Tardent (an ex-Rotar ian and the
ofdest member of the Surfers Paradise Chamber of Commerce) were
seated next  to the head table at  a gala d inner at tended bg 320
guests,  to cefebrate the presentat ion of  the Charter  to the newJg
formed Rotarg Cl-ub of Surfers Paradise Centraf. The principaT

speech was given bg a good friend of the Tate Geoffreg ShrapneT,
CLem Renouf of  Nambour,  Queensland's f i rs t  Wor ld President  Elect ,
and onlg the second f rom Austra l ia!

Seated next to JuLes was uarjorg VOIGHT and her husband, the poj-

ice Chief . I,Iarjorg was born GANTER, a gtand-daughter of ATexan-
dre GANDER, who Tike Hentg Tardent, decided to get out of Russja
and migrated from Chaba in 7885, direct to Rockhampton on the
S.S. 'Poposi '  .  Theg set t fed in Mt.  Morgan hoping to make their
for tune on that  Mount of  Gol-d.  When i ts  product ion dwindTed theg
moved to Yeppoon in 1924. AJ-exandre died in 1936 aged 73 gears.

rn Austraf ia theg changed their  name to GANTER, the wag i t  was
pronounced. His wife was Mina CHEVALLEY, a descendant of Jacob
ChevaTleg,  the r ight-hand-man of  L.V.S.T.  and his v igneron coTon-

i s t s  o f  t he  wagon - t r a i n  o f  f 822 .  M ina  d i ed  i n  i 949  aged  B lgea rs .

Jacques Gander arr ived at  Chaba in a convog about L829 and became
the  f i r s t  mago r  i n  1831 .  O the r  Gande rs  f i l l ed  t he  cha i r  i n ' 40 ,
' 55 ,  t 70  and  A .  Gande r  i n  789L .  Gande rs  we te  a l - so 'Sh i r e  C le r k '

i n ' 46 ,  ' 85 ,  f g fS  and  7928 .  ua r j o rg  Vo igh t  j s  a l . so  r eTa ted  t o  F .



I  w a s  a l s o  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  m y  w i f e r s  g r a n d f a t h e r  L O U I S -

V I N C E N T  w h o  l e f t  V e v e y  i n  1 8 2 2  i n  s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o

f o u n d  i n  R u s s i a  t h e  S w i s s  c o l o n y  o f  C h a b a  w h i c h  t o d a y ,  a f t e r  s i x t y
y e a r s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  i s  t h e  m o s t  c u l t u r e d ,  t h e  r i c h e s t  a n c i  m o s t  P r o s -
p e r o u s  v i l l a g e  i n  a l l  R u s s i a .  l t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  L o u i s - V i n c e n t  w a s  t h e
v i c t i m  o f  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  h a v i n g  d i e d  a g e d  o n l y  4 5  b u t  t h i s  d o e s n o t
f r i g h t e n  m e  a t  a l l ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  s a c r i f i c e  m y  l i f e  i f ,  i n  t h i s  w a y ,  I
c a n  e n s u r e  f o r  m y  f a m i  l y  a  f r e e ,  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  f u t u r e .
I  s h a l l  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  m y  t a s k  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  f o r  t h e m  t o  p e r f e c t
i r .

T H E  B I G  D E C I S I O N

0 n  1  M a r c h  1 8 8 7 ,  m y  t h i  r t y - f o u r t h  b i  r t h d a y ,  l  i n f o r m e d  m y  f a m i  l y  a n d
f r i e n d s  o f  m y  d e c i s i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  g a s p  o f  a m a z e m e n t  t h e y  a l l
a g r e e d  t h a t  m y  i d e a  w a s  p e r h a p s  l e s s  o u t l a n c i i s h  t h a n  i t  f i r s t  a p p -
e a r e d .  M y  d e a r  g o o d  w i f e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g i v e  a p p r o v a l  t o  i t  f o r
v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s .  T h e  c h i  l d r e n  r e c e i v e d  i t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a s  c i i d
a l s o  m y  b r o t h e r  E m i l e ,  a g e d  t w e n t y - t w o  w h o  p r o m p t l y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e
w i s h e d  t o  a c c o m p a n y  u s .  T h e  s a m e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y  a n  o l d  f r i e n d
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  M l l e  L i n a  B L U M ( 1 )  o f  L a u s a n n e  w h o ,  h a v i n g  n o  r e l a t i v e s
l e f t  i n  E u r o p e ,  w i s h e d  t o  t h r o w  i n  h e r  l o t  w i t h  o u r s .

V J e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p f o v a l  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r  A u g u s t e  a t  E r i v a n  i n
t h e  C a u c a s u s ,  o u r  d e a r  m o t h e r  a t  L e  S e p e y  w h o  m a d e  t h i s  s a c r i f i c e
w i t h  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  f o r t i t u d e  a n d  f i n a l l y  b y  o u r  f r i e n d  T h e l i n ,  P a s -
t e u r  o f  M o r r e n s  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  w h o  a g a i n  p r o v e d  h i s  f a i t h f u l
f r i e n d s h i p  b y  o b t a i n i n g  e x c e l l e n t  l e t t e r s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  t h e
S t a t e  C a b i n e t  o f  V a u d  C a n t o n  a n d  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  S w i t z e r ' l a n d ,
M .  D r o z .  ( 2 )  T h e  S w i s s  C o n s u l  a t  0 d e s s a ,  M r .  F r o n c i o n r e i c h ,  a l s o  g a v e

m e  a  s p l e n d i d  r e f e r e n c e  i n  E n g l  i s h .

I ^ / h e n  t h e  s p r i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w e r e  o v e r  o u r  f a m i  l y  s p e n t  t h e  s u m m e r
h o l  i d a y s  a t  C h a b a  w i t h  o u r  k i n d l y  S w i s s - R u s s i a n  r e l a t i v e s .  0 n  l 3
A u g  I  r e t u r n e d  a l o n e  t o  N i k o l a y e v  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  C o l l e g e  e n t r y  e x a m -
i n a t i o n s  a n d  t o  s e l  I  o f f  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  o u r  f u r n i  t u r e .

F o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  t o o  l e n g t h y  t o  c i e t a i l ,  I  h a c i  s a v e d  n o  m o n e y  i n
R u s s i a  s o  t h a t  a f t e r  I  h a d  m a d e  t h e  p u r c h a s e s  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  I
o n l y  h a d  1 0 0 0  r o u b l e s  i n  h a n d  t h a t  a  g r a n d  a n d  g e n e r o u s  f r i e n d ,  s o l -
i c i t o r  K a v e r i n e ,  o f f e r e d  m e  a s  a  v o l u n t a r y  a d v a n c e  o n  t h e  s m a l l  p e n -
s i o n  t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  o w e d  m e .  I  a l s o  h a d  1 0 0 0  r o u b l e s
t h a t  m y  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  h a d  t h e  k i n d n e s s  t o  a d v a n c e  t o  m e  a g a i n s t  m y
w i f e r s  f u t u r e  h e r i t a g e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  i s  s o  l o w
a t  p r e s e n t  t h a t  a f t e r  c h a n g i n g  m y  m o n e y  o n l y  € 1 6 0  s t e r l i n g  r e m a i n e d
( a b o u t  4 O O O  f r a n c s )  ( 3 ) .  D e s p i t e  t h e  s l e n d e r n e s s  o f  t h i s  s u m  t o  f i n -
a n c e  a  j o u r n e y  o f  1 6 , 0 0 0  k m  ( = 1 0 , 0 0 0  r n i  I e s )  w i t h  e i g h t  p e r s o n s  a n d
m u c h  b a g g a g e ,  I  d i c i  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .

0 n  2  S e p t  I  t e n d e r e d  m y  r e s i g n a t i o n s  w l r i c h  w e r e  d u l y  a c c e p t e d  t e n

1 7 9

d a y s  l a t e r  b y  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  E m p r e s s  M a r i e  a n d  t h e  R o y a l  C o l t -
e g e .  O u r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  N i k o l a y e v  w a s  f i x e d  f o r  t h e  2 ! t h ( 4 )  a n d
t h e  I  i v e l  i e s t  i n t e r e s t  a n d  f r i e n d l  i n e s s  w e r e  s h o w n  b y  o u r  f r i e n d s
a n d  a c q u a i  n t a n c e s  t h e r e .

F A R E W E L L  F U N C T I O N S

0 n  t h e  F r i d a y  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l e g e  i n v i t e d  m e  a n o  m y
w i f e  t o  a  s p l e n d i d  d i n n e r  a t  w h i c h  t h e  D i r e c t o r  M r .  T a r a p y g u i n e
m a d e  a  h e a r t - f e l t  s p e e c h .  H e  d i s c o u r s e d  o n  m y  m e r i t s  a s  a  m a n ,  a
t e a c h e r ,  a  f e l  l o w - c o u n t r y m a n  a n d  e s p e c i a l  l y  a s  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  a
f a m i l y .  H e  e x p r e s s e d  d e e p  r e g r e t  a t  m y  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  e n d e d  b y
w i s h i n g  u s  s u c c e s s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  I  r e p l i e d  a s  w e l l  a s  m y  R u s s i a n
p e r m i t t e d  t o  t h i s  h y m n  o f  p r a i s e  a n d  p r o p o s e d  a  t o a s t  t o  R u s s i a n
h o s p i  t a l  i  t y  a n d  m y  c o l  I  e a g u e s .

L a t e r  I  s a i d  m y  f a r e w e l l s  t o  m y  d e a r  p u p i l s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l e g e
a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  E m p r e s s  M a r i e r s .  H o w  c a n  I  d e s c r i b e  t h e
g r i e f  t h a t  I  f e l t  b e c a u s e  I  w o u l d  n e v e r  a g a i n  s e e  t h o s e  d e a r  c h i l -
d r e n  a m o n g s t  w h o m  I  h a v e  s p e n t  s o  m a n y  p l e a s a n t  h o u r s  a n d  l i v e d  t h e
f i n e s t  a n d  h a p p i e s t  y e a r s  o f  m y  I  i  f e ?  C h i  l d r e n  h a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l
g i f t  o f  s e n s i n g  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  t h e m  a n d  e v e r y  e y e  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h
t e a r s .  A t  t h e  E m p r e s s  M a r i  e  e s p e c i  a l  I  y ,  t h e  f a r e w e l  I  s  w e r e  h e a r t -
r e n d i n g .  \ , / h e n  I  h a d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s r  c o m m o n - r o o m  w i t h  a
c h o k i n g  t h r o a t  a n d  t e a r - f i l l e d  e y e s ,  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  p r e s e n t e d  m e

(2)  Cont 'd .  Me i lJ -aud,  Chaba 's  'Sh i re  Cferk '  in  7835.  Her  haTe
and l tea t tg  sprns ter  aunt ,  Mar ie  Nata l ie  Ganter ,  aged 70 ,  L ivesat
Yeppoon. Marjorg 's parents spoke onlg French at home tifL the
chifdren were of school age, which was much the case in the two
Tardent famil- ies in Austral- ia from the fate L880t s. Affred Gan-
ter of Roekhampton senzed as a captain Ln IV.G. and the Pacific
in Xhe 2/42nd Infantrg during '39-'45. IJe is a descendant of
Al-exandre's brother, who travel-Led from Chaba in the famiTg group
in 1885. Marie Ganter weTL remembers the Ganter's vinegard in Mt
Morgan thaX produced huge bunches of sweet and fat,  juicg, bTack
ber r ies .
PauT TardenX was friendlg with members of the Ganter famjfq who
l-ived in Rockhampton.

(1 )  CafLed 'Tant ine '  (J i t x fe  aunt )  bg  us  ch i fd ren .

(2) See i-ZJustrat ion of this J.etter and i ts transfat ictn.

(3) In l-887 the French franc was worth 25 and.the rouble 12+ per
f, ,  steri ing. In f978 i t  was roughTg estimated that Henrg's €J60
was perhaps worth 5A6,000.

(4) Our Gregorian cal-endar is l-2 dags ahead of the Julian cal-en-
dar  then used rn  Russ ja .  Henrg  guotes  bo th  da tes  thus . .  ,L3 /25 t

t i17 theg reach AustraTia but in this translat ion the Jul- ian date
has been omitted.
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w i t h  a  s p l e n d i d  a n d  c o s t l y  s o u v e n i  r '  a  c r y s t a l  b o w l  a n c i  s i ' l v e r  c u p

o f  R u s s  i  a n  d e s  i  g n .

I  t h e n  t o r e  m y s e l f  a w a y  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  f r o m  t h e  h u g s  o f  t h e s e  d e a r

f r i e n d s  a n d  w e n t  o f f  w i t h  m y  w i f e  o n  a  r o u n d  o f  f a r e w e l l  v i s i t s .

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  w e  d i n e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  w i t h  o u r  g r e a t  f r i e n d s

t h e  K a v e r i n e s ,  w h o s e  l o v e l y  d a u g h t e r ,  t r a i n e d  a t  S t  P e t e r s b u r g ' s
C o n s e r v a t o r i u m ,  p l a y e d  d i v i n e l y  o n  t h e  p i a n o f o r t e ( 1 )  f o r  u s .  A l -
t h o u g h  f e e l  i n g  d e . e ' p l y  s t i  r r e d  e m o t i o n a l  l y ,  I  s p o k e  b r i e f l y  o f
t h a n k s ,  a f f e c t i o n . r n d  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h i s  m o d e l  f a m i l y ,  w h o s e  h e a d  i s
o n e  o f  t h o s e  s u p e r i o r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w h o  a r e  n o t  o n l y  a  c r e d i t  t o
t h e i r  n a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  t o  a I I  m a n k i n d .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s u c h  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  b r o a d m i n d e d  a n d  e n l i g h -
t e n e d ,  t r u l y  l i b e r a l  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  w h o  w i l l  o n e  d a y  b e  t h e
g r e a t n e s s  a n d  g l o r y  o f  R u s s i a .  U r r f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  h a v e  n o  i n f l u -

e n c e  a t  p r e s e n t  a n d  l o o k  o n  h e l p l e s s l y  a t  t h e  d u e l  b e t w e e n  t h e  P a n -
s l a v i s t s  a n d  t h e  N i h i l i s t s  w h o  a l o n e  o c c u p y  t h e  s c e n e .  T h e y  s h o u l d
h a v e  c o u r a g e  f o r  t h e i r  d a y  w i l I  s u r e l y  c o m e .  ( 2 )

A n o t h e r  g o o d  f r i e n d  w a s  t h e r e  a l s o ,  M .  H e s n e l ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  G e r m a n ,
a  r a t h e r  p e e v i s h  o l d  r a b i c i  G e r m a n o p h i  l e  b u t  a n  e x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r
a n d  o f  i n c o r r u p t i b l e  h o n e s t y .  H i s  p r e s e n c e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  a  b e l  i e f
t h a t  I  h o l d  -  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  k i n s h i p ,  m o r e  a f f i n i t y  b e t w e e n  h o n -
e s t  m e n  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i v e r s e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  t h a n  b e t w e e n  a n  h o n e s t
m a n  a n d  a  r o g u e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  c o m p a t r i o t s  o r  e v e n  b r o t h e r s .

W e  t h e n  w e n t  h o m e  w h e r e  o u r  S w i s s  c o m p a t r i o t s  a w a i t e d  u s  w i t h  a

s p l e n d i d  p i e  a n d  g e n e r o u s  f a r e w e l l  w i n e .  T h e y  h e l p e d  u s  t o  f i n i s h
o u r  p a c k i n g  a n d  w e  w e r e  a l l  e x c i t e d ,  g a y  a n d  s p a r k l i n g  w i t h  w i t  a s

t h e  t a s k  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a t  3  a , m . ,  t o o  l a t e  f o r  b e d .  I n s t e a d n  w e
w a t c h e d  t h e  s u n r i s e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  o v e r  t h e  w i d e ,  c a l m  w a t e r s  o f

t h e  r i v e r  B u g .

G O O D B Y E  T O  B E L L E - V U E  V I L L A  A N D  C O L L E G E  S T U D E N T S

A t  8  a . m .  w e  s a i d  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  r i v e r s i d e  c o u n t r y

s c e n e  a n d  o u r  l o v e l y  h o m e  o n  t h e  r i v e r ,  w h e r e  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  o u r
f a m i l y  I i f e  h a d  r o l l e d  b y  w i t h  i t s  j o y s  a n d  s o r r o w s .

0 n  a r r i v a l  a t  t i r e  w h a r f  w e  f o u n d  i t  c r o w d e d  w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s ,
p u p i l s  a n d  p a s t  p u p i l s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s  f r o m  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e

E m p r e s s  M a r i e .  H o w  c a n  I  e x p r e s s  o u r  h e a r t - p a n g s  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f

s o  m a n y  b e l o v e d  f a c e s  o f  d e a r  f r i e n d s  a n d  c h i  l d r e n ,  b a t h e d  i n  t e b r s
o f  r e g r e t  a n d  s e n t i m e n t .  A  t h o u s a n d  f a c e t s  o f  t h i s  h e a r t - r e n c i i n g
f a r e w e l l r c r o w d  m y  m e m o r y  a s  I  w r i t e  t h e s e  l i n e s  a n d  I  b e g  o f  y o u  t o

l e t  m e  k e e p  t h e n r  t h e r e .

F i r s t  s o m e  s e n i o r  g i r l s  f r o m  t h e  u p p e r  f o r m s  o f  t h e  E m p r e s s  M a r i e
p r e s e n t e d  m y  w i f e  w i t h  a  s p l e n d i d  b o u q u e t  o f  n a t i v e  f l o w e r s  t i e d

w i t h  r i b b o n  o n  t h e  e n d s  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s e w n  i n  s t a r  s h a p e  t h e  v i s i t -
i n g  c a r d s  o f  t h e  p u p i l s ;  a n d  I  w a s  g i v e n  a  b o u q u e t  a l s o  b y  a  f a i r -
h a i r e d ,  b l u e - e y e d  c h i l d ,  t o o  o v e r c o m e  t o  m a k e  t h e  l i t t l e  s p e e c h
t h a t  s h e  h a c i  p r e p a r e d  b u t  h e r  e y e s  e l o q u e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  f e e l -
i n g s .  I  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a  b o u q u e t  f r o m  a  I  i t t l e  l a d  a n d  h i s  t w o  s i s -
t e r s !  W h a t  t o u c h e d  m e  m o s t ,  I  d o  b e l i e v e ,  w a s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o
m e  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  R u s s i a n  s y m b o l  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  s o m e  b r e a d  a n d  s a l t .
I t  w a s  g i v e n  m e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  y o u n g  g i r l ,  d o w n  w h o s e  c h e e k s
t e a r s  f l o w e d  f r e e l y !

T h e n w e  s a i d  a  I a s t  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e  d e a r ,  f a i t h f u l  S w i s s  l a d i e s  o f
l { i k o l a y e v ,  w h o  w e r e  a l m o s t  I  i k e  o u r  s i s t e r s .  T r y i n g  t o  f l e e  f r o m
t h e  c r o w d  t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  b o a t ,  I  w a s  f u r t i v e l y  s l i p p e d  a  p r e c i o u s
g i f t  f r o m  a  b o y  w h o  w a s  r a t h e r  u n c o u t h  b u t  f r a n k  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t ,
t w o  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  I  v a l u e  h i g h l y .

A f t e r  t h i s  I  w a s  d e e p l y  i m p r e s s e d  w h e n  a  s i x t h  f o r m  b o y  p r e s e n t e d  m e

w i t h  a  g o l d  o n  v e l l u m  i l l u m i n a t e d  a d d r e s s  t h a t  e x p r e s s e d  g r e a t  a f f -
e c t i o n  f o r  m e  a s  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  a  m a n ( 3 ) .  T h e  s e n i o r  c l a s s  a l s o  g a v e

m e  s e v e r a l  h a n d s o m e  p r e s e n t s ,  s u i  t a b l y  i n s c r i b e d .

F i n a l l y  t o  c r o w n  i t  a l l ,  t h e  f i n a l - y e a r  y o u n g  m g n  o f  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l -
e g e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  m e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  g a v e  m e  a  p r e c i o u s  g i f t ,  a n
e l a b o r a t e  a l b u m .  T h e  c o v e r  b o r e  a  s u p e r b  e x a m p l e  o f  s i l v e r e d  b e a t e n
c o p p e r  p l a t e  i s  b a s - r e l  i e f .  l t  d r a m a t i c a l  l y  P o r t r a y e d  t h e  c l a s s i c a l
s c e n e  o f  P e t e r  t h e  G r e a t ,  w i t h  a  f r i g h t e n e d  s a i l o r  i n  a  s m a l l  b o a t
t o s s e d  b y  a  s t o r m  o n  a  r a g i n g  s e a ,  w h e n  P e t e r  a t  t h e  h e l m  s a y s  ' F e a r

n o t ,  t h e  T s a r  i s  w i t h  y o u ' .  I n s i d e  t h e  a l b u m  w e r e  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s

o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t  a n d  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  p e r s o n s ( 4 ) '

A f t e r  t h e s e  f a r e w e l l s  I  w a s  p u b l i c l y  b l e s t  b y  t h e  0 r t f r o d o x  p r i e s t ,  a
t o u c h i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  c h a r i t y '  O v e r c o m e  b y
e m o t i o n ,  I  c l i m b e d  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n r s  b r i d g e  a n c  s p o k e  a  f e w  w o r d s  o f

t h a n k s  a n d  f a r e w e l l  w h i c h  w a s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b y  a  g r e a t  c h e e r .

(1) The correct name for the piano, based on the voTume of sound.

(2) Pan-SJ-avists were Aff-Slavonlc, mostTg Russjan extreme Czar-
jsts. NihiTists were a Russjan anarchist societg, at one t ime
given to extreme vioTence. Hentg's forecast became onTg part lg
reai- ised because mang of the f iberal- inteTTectuals appear to have
survived, onTg i f  theg renounced practicaT pol i t ics or adapted to
the new regime.

(3) Hentg guotes the sincere and Taudatorg inscript ion in ful-7,
which he aTso does for that in the album described below.

(4) I"le stil7 have the impressive metaL cover and remnants of this
buTkg album, whose great weight and size contr ibuted to i ts dis-
memberment during ninetg gears of use (and chiTd abuse) !
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A c c u s t o m e d  t o  p u b l  i c  s p e a k i n g ,  I  h a d  n e v e r  b e f o r e  f e l t  t h e  e x h i  l a r -
a t i n g  s e n t i m e n t s  t h a t  t h i s  l a r g e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c r o w d  i n s p i r e d  w i t h i n

S o o n  t h e  b o a t  c a s t  o f f  a n d  m o v e d  d o w n s t r e a m  a n d  e r e  l o n g  t h e  c h e e r s ,
t h e  w a v i n g  h a n d k e r c h i e f s  a n d  h a t s ,  f a d e d  i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  T h e n t h e
t e a r s  f l o w e d ,  a f f o r d i n g  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  p e n t - u p  f e e l i n g s  o f  g r e a t  s a d -
n e s s  a t  s u c h  a  p a r t i n g .  0 h ,  i t  d o e s  f e e l  g r a n d  t o  b e  s o  l o v e d  a n d
r e s p e c t e d l  a n d  h o w  p a i n f u l  i t  i s  t o  p a r t  f r o m  s u c h  w o n d e r f u l  f r i e n d s .
N o t  a s  l o n g  a s  I  l i v e  w i l l  I  e v e r  f o r g e t  t h i s  m o m e n t o u s  a n d  w o n d e r -
f u l  d a y  !

B Y  S H I P  T O  C H A B A  F O R  F A M I L Y  F A R E \ I E L L S

W e  s t e a m e d  p a s t  0 d e s s a  a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  C h a b a  w h e r e  o u r  c h i  l d r e n  a n d
a l  I  o u r  r e l a t i  v e s  a w a i  t e d  u s .  A l  I  w e r e  w e l  I  e x c e p t  g r a n d f a t h e r
( S a m u e l )  w h o  w a s  i l l  a n d  i n  p a i n .  T h a t  d e a r  o l d  m a n  h a s  h a d  m u c h
k i n d l y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  u s  a l l  h i s  l i f e  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h o s e
l a s t  d a y s  t h a t  w e  s p e n t  t o g e t h e r .  W h e n  o u r  p a s s p o r t s  w e r e  r e a d y ,  w e
d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  C h a b a  o n  l 3  O c t o b e r  a n d  0 d e s s a  t h e  1 5 t h .

l / o r d s  f a i  I  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  h o w  m u c h  w e  w e r e  t o u c h e d  b y  a l  I  t h e  a t t e n t -
i o n  a n d  a c t s  o f  f r i e n d l y  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  o u r  C h a b a  r e l a t i v e s  a n d
f r i e n d s  s h o w e r e d  o n  u s ; .  s o m e  m a d e  c o n s e r v e s ,  o t h e r s  p r e p a r e d  s e e d s ,
o t h e r s  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  e t c .  0 n  t h e  e v e  o f  o u r  d e p a r t u r e
a l l  o u r  m a n y  k i n s m e n  a s s e m b l e d  a t  g r a n d p a r s  h o u s e ,  t h e  c h o r a l  s o c i -
e t y  p a i d  u s  t h e  m u c h - a p p r e c i a t e d  c o m p l  i m e n t  o f  s i n g i n g  u n d e r  o u r
w i n d o w s  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  i t e m s  o f  i t s  r e p e r t o i r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
'Canta ta  o f  Grandson ' ,  the  tPar t ing  Songt ,  'Farewef l -  '  and  'The Swiss
E m i g r a n t ' ,  w h i c h  m y  f r i e n d  G i  r o u d  h a d  e a r l  i e r  c o m p o s e d  a n d  d e d i c a t e d
i n  m y  h o n o u r ( l ) .

A t  B  a . m .  o n  T h u r s d a y  1 3  O c t  w e  a l l  w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  d i -
v i n e  s e r v i c e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  o u r  h o n o u r  b y  M r  G o l a z ,  t h e  s c h o o l m a s t e r
o f  C h a b a .  H e  p r e a c h e d  a  s e r m o n  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n  i n  h e a r t - f e l t ,
l o f t y  l a n g u a g e ,  f u l l  o f  g o o d  c o u n s e l  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  T h e  c o n g r e g -
a t i o n  t h e n  s a n g  o n e  o f  o u r  f i n e s t  h y m n s ,  F a i t h ,  H o p e  a n d  C h a r i t y .
I n  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  I  s p o k e  a  f e w  w o r d s  o f  t h a n k s  a n c i  f a r e w e l l  t o
t h e s e  d e a r  C h a b a  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s  t o  w h o m  I  o w e  s o  r n u c h  h o s p i t -
a l i t y  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d  e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  f e r v e n t  p r a y e r  t h a t  I
h a v e  e v e r  u t t e r e d .

T h e  B e n e d i c t i o n  e n d e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e n  w e  w e n t  t o  G r a n d p a r s
h o u s e  t o  b i d  o u r  f i n a l  g o o d b y e s  t o  o u r  r e l a t i v e s .  T h e y  w e r e  i n d e e c i
s a d  m o m e n t s  w h e n  w e  b a d e  a d i e u  t o  t h a t  g r a n d  o l c i  m a n  w h o m  d o u b t l e s s
w e  s h a l l  n e v e r  s e e  a g a i n ;  a n d  t o  h i s  w o r t h y  w i f e  w h o ,  t o  t h e  l a s t
m o m e n t ,  c o u l d  f i n d  o n l y  w o r d s  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  ( 2 ) .  ' Y o u . a r e  g o i n g
v e r y  f a r  a w a y  f r o m  m e ,  m y  d a u g h t e r , r  s h e  s a i d  t o  H o r t e n s e ,  t b u t  I
h a v e  f a i t h  i n  y o u  a n d  a m  c o n f i d e n t  a b o u t  y o u r  f u t u r e . l

H o r t e n s e  s a i d  a  t e a r f u l  g o o d b y e  t o  g r a n d f a t h e r  S a m u e l  a n d  h e r

l B l

m o t h e r  E l i s e  a n d  t o  a l l  h e r  b r o t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s .

l d e  w e r e  k n e e l  i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  m a t c h i n g  t h e i r  t e a r s  w i t h
o u r s a s  t h e y  p r o n o u n c e c i  a  b l e s s i n g  o n  u s .  D e s p i t e  h i s  s e v e r e  a r t h -
r i t i c  p a i n s ,  o l d  g r a n d p a  a l s o  k n e l t  a n d  r e c i t e d  t h e  B e n e d i c t i o n ,
p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  s o b s ,  a n d  a s k e d  G o d ' s  b l e s s i n g  o n  u s  a n d  o u r  f u t u r e
a c t i v i t i e s .  ( M a y  h i s  f e r v e n t  p r a y e r s  b e  g r a n t e d ! )

M e a n t i m e  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h o i r  h a d  b e e n  s i n g i n g  s o f t -
l y  m y  f r i e n d  G i r o u d ' s  r F a r e w e l l t a n d  t h e r P a r t i n g  S o n g ' .

l , / i t h  a  b i g  e f  f o r t  o f  w i l  I  w e  t o r e  o u r s e l v e s  a w a y  f  r o m  t h o s e  h e a r t -
r e n d i n g  r G o o d b y e s r a n d  d r a n k  a  f i n a l  g l a s s  o f  g o o d  C h a b a  w i n e  (  a
b e v e r a g e  a s  k i n d l y  a s  f r i e n d s h i p ) .

l y ' e  g a v e  a  v i g o r o u s  r H u r r a h r !  (  t h r e e  c h e e r s  )  i n  h o n o u r  o f  C h a b a ,
m o u n t e d  o u r  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  w h i p p i n g  u p  t h e  h o r s e s ,  d r o v e  o f f  t o
A k k e r m a n .  W e  w e r e  e s c o r t e d  b y  m a n y  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  c a r r y i n g  r e l a t -
I v e ; a n a  f  r  i e n d s .

A t  o u r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  L e o n  S c h a n z e r r s  h o m e  w e  p a r t o o k  o f  r e f r e s h -
m e n t s ,  t h e n  b o a r d e d  t h e  S . S .  T o u r g u e n i e f f ( 3 ) .  0 n  b o a r d  w e  s a i d
g o o d b y e  t o  a  f e w  f r i e n d s ,  d e l a y e d  b y  t h e  g r a p e  h a r v e s t ;  o t h e r s  a c c -
o m p a n i e d  u s  o n  t h e  s h i p  t o  O d e s s a .

W e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e  h a d  e x h a u s t e d  a l  I  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p s  b u t
o u r  O d e s s a  f r i e n d s  f i l l e d  t h e  c u p  t o  o v e r f l o w i n g  a n d  o v e r w h e l m e d  u s
w i t h  k i n d l y  a c t i o n s .

( H e r e  H e n r y  n a m e s  a  f e w  p e o p l e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S w i s s  C o n s u l ,  D e  F r e u &
e n r e i  c h  a n d  ' k i  n d l  y  M  i  s s  G e n e u x ' w h o  c a m e  f r o m  N  i  k o l a y e v  w i  t h  o u r
b i g  a r r a y  o f  t r a v e l  I  i n g  t r u n k s . )  ( 4 )

A u n t  A u r e l  i e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  A d m i r a l  L U Z A N 0 F F ,  c o m m a n d i n g  t h e  B l a c k
S e a  F l e e t ,  c a m e  f r o m  S e b a s t o p o l  3 0 0  k m  a c r o s s  t h e  B l a c k  S e a ,  t o  s a y
f a r e w e l  l .  D e a r  o l d  u n c l e  M a u g e  ( E l  i s e r s  f o s t e r - f a t h e r  H A G S T 0 L Z ) c a m e
f r o m  P o u r k a r i  a n d  w e  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  o u r  b r o t h e r - i n -
l a w  L e o n  S c h a n z e r  a n d  h i s  w o r t h y  w i f e  V i r g i n i e  ( i 3 . 8 2 ) .  L e o n  i s  a
l i v i n g  p r o o f  t h a t  a d v e r s i t y  r e f i n e s  a  m a n  a s  t h e  c r u c i b l e  r e f i n e s
g o l d .

(1) I t  is hoped to reproduce a reLevant page of Giroud, s song
book,  wh ich  is  heLd bg  Luc ie  Bar t i t t .  We have an  or ig ina f  Le t te r
concerning the receipt of this book. The t i tLe of the sonq means
'The Swiss  (man)  in  a  fo re ign  7and, .

(2 )  Hor tense 's  fa ther  Samue-Z I  and h ls  w i fe  E f ise  (12 .0 j3 )  ,

(3) Named after the famous Russian author (1818-l_BB3).

(4) These were big, metal-bound, rounded top, old-fashioned
trunks. A coupLe were st i l l -  _zn use for storage in the J920, s,
under the house at 'Ormonts,, Wqnnum Ilest. Theg were probabTg
termite damaged and discarded after Hortense died.
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W h e n  a l l  o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  w e  v ' / e n t  a b o a r d  t h e  s t e a m e r
' R o u s s i e ' o f  t h e  N a v i g a t i o n  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o . ( 1 )  n t  q  p . m .  o n  l !
O c t o b e r  w e  s t e a m e d  o f f  a n d  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  w a v i n g  h a t s  a n d  h a n d k e r -
c h i e f s  o f  t h e  c r o w d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  A s  t h e y  f a d e d  o u t  o f  s i g h t  w e
p a s s e d  a  l a u n c h  l o a d e d  w i t h  s o m e  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o  h a d  g o n e
a h e a d  i n  o r d e r  t o  w a v e  m u t u a l  l a s t  f a r e w e l l s  o u t  a t  s e a .

S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h  t h i s  l a s t  g o o d b y e  d i d  n o t  u p s e t  u s  b u t  g a v e  u s
c o u r a g e  a n d  h o p e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  s o  t h a t  w e  f e l t  w e  w e r e  o f f  o n  a
p l e a s u r e  t r i p  a n d  n o t  o n  a  1 6 , 0 0 0  k m  v o y a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  t o  a
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  l a n d .  T h e i r  f r i e n d l y  w o r d s  a n d  p r a y e r s  w i l l  b e
w i t h  u s  a l l  o u r  l i v e s  a n d  w i l l  i n s p i r e  u s  t o  t r i u m p h  o v e r  a l l  o b -
s t a c l e s .

T h e  s e a  a n d  t h e  s t a r r y  n i g h t  w e r e  s u p e r b  s o  w e  s e t  a b o u t  m a k i n g  o u r -
s e l v e s  c o m f o r t a b l e .  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s h i p  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e
e n g i n e  w e r e  t o o  r o o m y ,  t i e r e d . ,  w o o d e n  p l a t f o r m s  o r  s u b - d e c k s  t h a t
s e r v e d  a s  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h i  r d  c l a s s  t r a v e l  l e r s l  n o t  v e r y
c o m f o r t a b l e  b u t  w e  o b t a i n e d  s h e l t e r  f r o m  t h e  r a i n  b y  r i g g i n g  t w o
f l y s  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  t h e  t e n t  w h i c h  L e o n  S c h a n z e r  h a d  t h o u g h t f u l  l y
g i v e n  u s .  F o r  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  o u r  l a d i e s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  f r e e d o m
f r o m  p r y i n g  e y e s  w e  r i g g e d  h e a v y  c u r t a i n s  t h a t  g a v e  c o m p l e t e  p r i v -
a c y  a n d  f o r m e d  a  l o w  b u t  c o m f o r t a b l e  l i t t l e ' r o o m ' .  l t  w a s  t h r e e
m e t r e s  l o n g ,  t w o  w i d e  a n d  o v e r  a  m e t r e  h i g h ,  l i t  a n d  v e n t i l a t e d  b y
a  l a r g e  s q u a r e  p o r t r , h o l e .

W e  s l e p t  t h e r e  i n  r d w s ,  l i k e  h e r r i n g s  i n  a  b a r r e l !  W e  w e r e  e a s i l y
t h e  m o s t  c o m f o r t a b l y  s t o w e d  o f  a l l  t h e  t h i r d  c l a s s .  I n d e e d ,  o n  t h e
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s h i p  t h e  r s h e l v e s '  w e r e  j a m m e d  w i t h  s h e e p  w h i l e
t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  w h o  s h o u l d  h a v e  o c c u p i e d  t h e m  h a d  t o  s l e e p  a n y w h e r e
t h e y  c o u l d  o n  t h e  d e c k s  a m o n g  p a c k a g e s  a n d  e v e n  I  i v e - s t o c k !  T h e
l a t t e r  f o r m  t h e  l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  R u s s i a r s  e x p o r t s  a n d  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r
p a r t  o f  t h e  c a r g o .

I  MM I  GRANT SH I  PBOARD ACCOMMODAT I  ON

T h e  t w o  m i d - d e c k s  a n d  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a i n  d e c k  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o r -
s e s ,  c a t t l e  a n d  s h e e p ,  v a l u a b l e  c a r g o  n o  d o u b t ,  b u t  n o t  v e r y  p l e a s -
a n t  f e l  l o w - p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a n  i m p o s s i b l e  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e
c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  t h e  b o a t  w h i c h  e n d e d  b y  b e i n g  v e r y  d i r t y  i n d e e d . ( 2 )

0 n  S u n d a y  1 6  O c t  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  B l a c k  S e a  a n d  i n
s p l e n d i d  w e a t h e r  c o u l d  s e e  n o t h i n g  b u t  s k y  a n d  w a t e r .  W e  w e r e  c o n -
t e n t  a n d  h a p p y ,  a d m i r e d  t h e  r e s t l e s s  s e a  w i t h  i t s  s p l a s h i n g  w a v e s
a n d  s u n l  i t  f o a m y  c r e s t s .  T h e  c h i  l d r e n  w e r e  g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a
G r e e k  h e r d s m a n ' s  s k i l l  a s  h e  c a u g h t  l i t t l e  b i r d s  w i t h  a  n o o s e  a s
t h e y  f l e w  o v e r  t h e  d e c k  a n d  i n  t h e  r i g g i n g .  L u r e d  b y  a  s p e c i a l
w h i s t l i n g  c a l l ,  t h e  b i r d s  a l l o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  l a s s o o e d  w i t h  a
n o o s e  o n  a  l o n g  r o d .  T h e  m a n  c a u g h t  t w e n t y  b i r d s .

W e  g o t  t o  k n o w  t h e  c r e w  a n d  s o m e  f e l  l o w - t r a v e l  l e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
t w e n t y  R u s s i a n  p i l g r i m s  e n  r o u t e  t o  J e r u s a l e m .  \ , J e  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e m
a b o u t  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  a n d  p r o v i n c e s .  S o m e  c a m e  f r o m  S i b e r i a  a n d h a d
b e e n  t r a v e l  l i n g  s i n c e  E a s t e r .  T o w a r d s  e v e n i n g  w e  s a w  a  I  i g h t h o u s e
a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  B o s p h o r u s  a n d  b y  9  p , m ,  c o u l d  f a i n t l y  s e e
t h e  s h o r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l e a r  b a c k - d r o p  o f  t h e  s k y ;  a  b a r k i n g  d o g  w a s
o u r  f i r s t  g r e e t i n g  f r o m  t h e  l n f i d e l s .

A f t e r  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  B o s p h o r u s  s t r a i t s ,  a  B e n g a l  f l a r e  w a r n e d  u s  i t
w a s  t i m e  t o  s t o p ;  a n d  t h e n  a  s e c o n d ,  t h e n  a  t h i r d .  W e  w e r e  m o v i n g
v e r y  s l o w l y  w h e n  a  b l a n k  c a n n o n  s h o t  w a r n e d  u s  t h a t  o n e  d o e s  n o t
e n t e r  t h e  c i t y  o f  t h e  S u l t a n s  a t  n i g h t  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  s h e l  l e d .

A t  1 0  p . m .  w e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r ,  e v e r y o n e  t u r n e d  i n  a n d  w e  w e n t  d o w n
t o  o u r  r b o u d o i r r  w h e r e  w e  f o u n d . a l l  o u r  y o u n g  w e a l t h  f a s t  a s l e e p .
P a u l  w a s  b r e a t h i n g  e v e n l y ;  ' M i  l o n . r  ( l u v e n i  l e  f o r m  o f  E m i  l  )  w a s
f r o w n i n g  a n d  c l o s i n g  h i s  f i s t s  a s  i f  t o  d o  b a t t l e ;  V i r g i n i e  w a s

(1) I t  seems strange that fathet 's account makes Tit tLe mention
of tlte equipment which theg took with them. PauT provides some
interesting detaiTs in response to a gubrg bg Geoff ShrapneT of
2/75 Bn A.f.F. at about Lhe t ime he was in or near Tobruk. Dated
Feb 7942 , Paul sags that 'their baggage incfuded two German wag-
ons bui l t  of Russian ash, harness that proved.unsuitable hete,
guns and revoTvers and even a fine Turkish sword. 'We were readg
for the cannibaf warriors of the interior of Austral ia' t

tone Targe case was fuTL of father's most cherished books but verg
mang were Teft behind. our furniture, incTuding Mother's girand
piano, was soJ-d at great 7oss, aggravated when changing out moneg
to EngTish cutrencg with Jew moneg-changers in odessa. The onTg
profi tabJe safe was of our sai l ing boat, famed for i ts speed,
which easiTg soTd for a good price. '

The sword with brass-mounted hil-t, was a souvenir from the Pl-evna
battLefiel-d in the Bal-kans of J877, given to Henrg bg Auguste.
About 7895 the sword had a hofe bored near the tip ot the bfade
to enabl-e it to be hinged and act as a pumpkin cutter for our
cattTe feed. rt was stolen fro.m the wagon when our effects were
railed from Toowoomba to Wgnnum in Aug. f908 and I am sute I
woufd recognise i t  again i f  i t  ever turns up. (3)

(2) Remjna's me of the dirtg Tit tTe.French Mediterranean trading
s teamer  'Pac i f ique '  on  wh ich 'B '  Sqdn o f  the  T lxh  L igh t  Horse
went to GaTTipoJi from Alexandria. V{e shared the denseTg crowded
decks with a smaJ-l mob of verg sme17g sheep intended for ritual
slaughter bg the Indian mountain gunners at Anzac. We were xhank-
fu7 during those few dags of zig-zagging to dodge submarine
attack, that no cows ot pigrs were aboard!

(3) We st i l .-L have a few itens brought to AustraLia in 7887. FeTix has Henrg's siTver watch and the big waffTe-iron that

was Swiss-made about 2OO gears ago. r have the taTl wa77-cLock of 7876 that sti77 keeps time to about two seconds per

week; also Henrgrs well  worn siTver watch chain and what is J-eft of the f876samovar. Hortense's 7876 Targe and sma77

engraved sjJyer spoons are scattered among the famiTg as ate some other items.



p o u t i n g  a n d  M a r i e  w a s  s m i  l i n g  a t  s o m e  h a p p y  v i s i o n -  |  b r e a t h e d  a
p r a y e r  o f r g o o d  n i g h t  a n d  G o d  b l e s s  y o u r o v e r  t h e m .

0 n  M o n d a y  1 7  O c t  w e  w e r e  o n  d e c k  e a r l y  t o  a d m i r e  t h e  s u n r i s e  b u t

t h e  s h o r e  w a s  u n i n t e r e s t i n g .  A  T u r k i s h  d o c t o r  d r e s s e d  i n  T u r k i s h

s l i p p e r s ,  b l a c k  s i l k  r o b e  a n d  f e z  a n d  w i t h  a  f e r r e t  n o s e  t y p i c a l  o f

t h o s e  a r r o g a n t  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  g n a w  a t  T u r k e y  l i k e  a  c a n c e r r  c a m e  a -

b o a r d  f o r  m e d i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n .  A f t e r  a  g l a n c e  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  t o
m a K e  s u r e  w e  w e r e  n o t  b r i n g i n g  a n  e p i d e m i c  o f  f o o t - a n d - m o u t h  d i s -

e a s e  i n t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  B e l i e v e r s ,  h e  g a v e  u s  e n t r y  p e r m i t s .

T H R O U G H  T H E  B O S P H O R U S  T O  C O N S T A N T I N O P L E

U p  c a m e  t h e  a n c h o r  a n d  w o r d s  f a i l  m e  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  o u r

e a r l y  m o r n i n g  p a s s a g e  d o w n  t h e  B o s p h o r u s  a s  t h e  s u n  r o s e .  T h e

A s i a n  s h o r e  w a s  s h r o u d e d  i n  m i s t  b u t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  s t r a n d  w a s  k i s s e d

b y  t h e  s u n t s  e a r l y  r a y s .  J u s t  h e r e  i s  B o u y o u k - d e r e ,  t h e  c o o l  s u m m -

e r  r e s o r t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  s o c i e t y  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  ( l  s t a n b u l  )  a n d

t h e y  h a v e  m a n y  p a l a c e s  o f  v a r i e d  s h a d e s  o f  c o l o u r .  T h e y  a l l  s e e m
t o  b e  r i g h t  o n  t h e  s h o r e  a n d  h a v e  e x t e n s i v e  g a r d e n s .

I  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e c o g n i s e  s o m e  e l a b o r a t e  h o u s e s  o f  A m b a s s a d o r s r  t h a t

o f  t h e  S u l t a n a  V a l  i d e a a n d  a l s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p o o r  u n f o r t u n a t e  S u l t a n

M o u r a d ,  w h e r e  n o n e  e n t e r  o r ' l e a v e  a n d  f o o d  i s  p a s s e d  i n  t h r o u g h  a

g r i  I  l e .  T h e  r d l  i n g  S u l t a n  h a s  a  s p l e n d i d  p a l a c e  w i t h  a  p r e t t y

m o s q u e  n e a r  i t  w h o s e ' m i n a r e t ,  w r o u g h t  I  i k e  B r u s s e l s  l a c e ,  r i s e s  a -

b o v e  t h e  t r e e  t o p s  l i k e  a  p i s t i l  f r o m  t h e  c o r o l l a  o f  a  f l o w e r .

A t  1 0  a . m .  w e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  a t  t h e  G o l d e n  H o r n  o p p o s i t e  t h e  f i n e

s u b u r b  o f  G a l a t a ,  w i t h  i t s  t o w e r  I  i k e  a  g h o s t l y  o l d  w i t n e s s  o f  t h e

p a s t ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  b l o c k  o f  m o d e r n  l t a l  i a n  s t y l e  h o u s e s  s o

c l o s e - p a c k e d  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  s t r e e t s  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  B e f o r e

u s  s t o o d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  m o s q u e  o f  T o p h a n e  w i t h  m i n a r e t s  t a p e r e d  l i k e

a  s u l t a n a r s  f i n g e r .  F a r t h e r  o f f  a r e  b a r r a c k s ,  w h i c h  a r e  p l e n t i f u l

a l l  o v e r  t h e  c a p i t a l ;  p u b l i c  b a t h s  w i t h  m u s h r o o m - s h a p e d  d o m e s ,

h o u s e s ,  p a l a c e s ,  m o s q u e s ,  a n d  r i g h t  a t  t h e  t o P  o f  t h e  h i l l  l i k e  a

t h r e a t ,  t h e  i m p o s i n g  p a l a c e  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  A m b a s s a d o r ,  w h e r e  t h e

B e a r  o f  t h e  N o r t h  I  i c k s  h i s  c h o p s  a n d  s h a ' r p e n s  h i s  c l a w s  a s  h e  a -

w a i t s  t h e  l o n g e d - f o r  t i m e  w h e n  h e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  d e v o u r  t h e  r i c h
p r e y  s p r e a d  a t  h i s  f e e t .  A t  t h e  f a r  e n d  o f  t h e  G o l d e n  H o r n  B a y  i s

t h e  c o n v e n t  o f  S t  l r e n e  h i d d e n  i n  t h e  g r e e n e r y ,  w h i l s t  f a r t h e r  o f f

i s  S t  S o p h i e  w i t h  i t s  m i n a r e t s ,  s l e n d e r  a s  a  p a l m t r e e  t r u n k .  T h e

B o s p h o r u s  i s  l i v e l y  w i t h  a  t h o u s a n d  d i f f e r e n t  b o a t s  g o i n g  i n  a l l

d i r e c t i o n s "  A  g r e a t  m a n y  p u b l  i c  s t e a m  l a u n c h e s  d e n s e l y  c r o w d e d

w i t h  p a s s e n g e r s  b u s t l e  a l o n g  b o t h  s h o r e s .

W e  w e r e  g r e a t l y  a m u s e d  a t  h o w  t h e  i n t e n d i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  o f  t h e s e

b o a t s  g r a b b e d  r o p e s  a l o n g  i t s  s i d e s  a n d  l e a p t  n i m b l y  a b o a r d  a s  i t

s p e d  c l o s e l y  p a s t  l a n d i n g  s t a g e s  -  n o  w a i t i n g ,  n o  d e l a y !
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O u r  s t e a m e r  h a d  h a r d l y  s t o p p e d  w h e n  i t  w a s  s w a r m e d  b y  a  h o w l i n g ,
b r a w l  i n g  m o b  o f  s a i l o r s ,  p o r t e r s ,  p e d l a r s  e t c . ,  w h o  c l u n g  t o  t h e
r o p e s ,  t h e  p o r t h o l e s ,  a n y t h i n g ;  t h e y  a b u s e d ,  c h a l  l e n g e d  a n d  i n s u l  t -
e d  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  a l l  t h e  k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w n  d i a l e c t s  a n d  s p r e a d  o v e r
t h e  b o a t  l i k e  a  s w a r m  o f  c a t e r p i l l a r s  o n  a  c a b b a g e  l e a f !

A s  n o i s y  d i s e m b a r k a t i o n ,  u n l o a d i n g  a n d  l o a d i n g  p r o c e e d e d  w e  w a l k e d
u p  a n d  d o w n  m i d s t  t h e  m o t l e y  c r o w d  w h o  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  p e d d l e  a l l
k i n d s  o f  w a r e s .  I  b o u g h t  1 0 0  b a d l y  n e e d e d  c i g a r s ,  t h e  w o r s t  I  h a v e
e v e r  s m o k e d ,  f r o m  a  p l e a s a n t ,  I  i v e l y  y o u n g  G r e e k .  ( l )

( H e r e  H e n r y  r e l a t e s  a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h  h o w  h e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h i s  f i e r c e l y
p r o u d ,  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  y o u t h  t o  e x p o u n d  i n  a  w h i s p e r  o n :  r t h e  i n f a m y
o f  T u r k s ,  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  G r e e k s ,  t h e  t e r r i b l e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  l o c a l
t r a d e  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  w a r  a n d  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  G r e e c e  w o u l d  s o o n
c a p t u r e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ' , *  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e  l a d  f o r E o t  a l l  a -
b o u t  s e l  I  i n g  h i s  c i g a r s !  )  H e  s p o k e  a n  a b o m i n a b l e  j a r g o n  o f  m i x e d
G r e e k ,  l t a l i a n ,  F r e n c h ,  R u s s i a n  a n d  T u r k i s h  b u t  h e  m i m e d  s o  c l e v e r -
l y  t h a t  I  h a d  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h i m .  H e  t o l d  m e  h o w
3 5 0  G r e e k s  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  a r m y  t h a t  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  G e r m a n s  i n
1 8 7 0 ,  f o u g h t  t o  t h e  d e a t h .  ' W h y ' ,  I  a s k e d ,  r S o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e
m e n t i o n e d  i n  d e s p a t c h e s , r  h e  r e p l  i e d .  0 h !  r a c e  o f  A l c i b i a d e s ,  ( 2 )
t h e s e  w o r d s  p r o c l a i m  y o u  l a r g e  a s  I  i f e .

T h e  l a d r s  o v e r - i m a g i n a t i v e  d i s c o u r s e  o n  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  l t a l  i a n s
b y  t h e  A b y s s i n i a n s  a t  M a s s o u a h  c o n v i n c e d  m e  t h a t  h i s  m o r a l  s e n s e
w a s  b l u n t e d  I  i k e  t h a t  o f  m a n y  a  g r e a t  p o l  i t i c i a n  o f  m y  a c q u a i n t a n c e .

I ^ / e  h a d  h o p e d  t o  s e e  b o t h  s h o r e s  b r  i g h t  w i t h  I  i g h t s  a t  n  i g h t  b u t
t h e r e  w a s  n o  g a s l i g h t  i n  t h i s  b a c k w a r d  c o u n t r y  a n d  o n l y  a  f e w  d i m
I  i g h t s  s h o w e d  u p  o n  b o t h  s h o r e s  t h r o u g h  d i r t y  p a n e s  a n d  s h u t t e r s .
T h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  w a s  S u l t a n a  V a l  i d e a  w h o s e  p a l a c e  w a s  a  b r i g h t
o a s i s  i n  a  d a r k  d e s e r t  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l  i t i e s  o f  t h i s
b i g  c i t y ( 3 )

( l)  Soon after their arr iva-Z jn AustraTia Henrg and his brother
EmiJ-e made a vow never to smoke again, bg throwing their cigars
down a disused mine, when on a visi t  to Ipswich. Henrg kept his
word tilL the l-ast gear ot so of his 7ife, when he took to smok-
ing a few ' to77-gour-owns' .  He Tooked so verg funng and strange
to me with his cigarette inexpertTtl  poking out from his bearded
face! When I asked whg he started smoking agdin he repTied ' In

grea t  modera t ion ,  j t ' s  a  sooth ing  v ice ' .
(2) Famous Athenian general,  student of Socrates, died 404 B.C.
Henrg knew Greek historg weff but I  do not know this aTlusion!
(3) Henrg does not quote the f iEure but in 1925 the trnpuTation
of  th is  cap i taT,  founded in  324 A.D. ,  was  one miJ - l " ion  and todag
is cfose to three mil-Lions. Thanks to the senius of Mustapha
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T u e s .  l 8  O c t .  I n  g r e a t  w e a t h e r  w e  s i p p e d  o u r  t e a  o n  t h e  f o r e d e c k
a n d  a d m i  r e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  t h e  a n i m a t e d  h a r b o u r .  W e  r e s i s t e d
t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  g o  a s h o r e  b e c a u s e  i n  a  c i t y  t h e  p e n n i e s  g o  f a s t
w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  p e r s o n s ;  a l s o  w e  h a d  b e e n  t o l d  a b o u t  t h e  f i  l t h
o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  s t r e e t s  a n d  p r e f e r r e d  t o  k e e p  o u r  i  I  l u s i o n  i n t a c t !

l y ' e  s a i l e d  a t  4  p . r . w i t h  t h e  d e c k  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f
t h i  r d  c l a s s  p a s s e n g e r s ,  R u s s  i a n  p i  l g r i m s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  T u r k i s h  c i v i  l -
i a n s ,  P e r s i a n  m e r c h a n t s  i n  b a g g y  b l u e  s k i r t s ,  r e d  b e l t s  a n d  e l a b o r -
a t e  t u r b a n s ,  S e a t e d  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  f a s h i o n  w i t h  l e g s  f o l d e d  u n d e r
t h e m ,  t h e y  s m o k e d  t h e i r  h o o k a s  a n d  s i p p e d  T u r k i s h  c o f f e e .  0 n  r o u n d -
i n g  t h e  G o l d e n  H o r n  w e  w e r e  a l l  e y e s  t o  a d m i r e  w h a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e
s e e n  f r o m  o u r  a n c h o r a g e .  H e r e  w a s  S t a m b o u l ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  d i s t r i c t ,
w i t h  h o u s e s  p a c k e d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  f a r t h e r  o f f  t h e  P h a n a r  a l m o s t  e x -
c l u s i v e l y  a  G r e e k  c o l o n y .  0 n  t h e  A s i a t i c  s h o r e  S c u t a r i  w a s  I i t  b y
t h e  r a y s  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n ,  T h e  s c e n e  i s  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  e n c h a n t i n g
b u t  i n  o u r  e y e s  i t  l a c k e d  t h e  m a j e s t i c ,  d i s t a n t  p a n o r a m a  o f  m o u n t -
a i n s  o f  o u r  L a c  L e m a n  ( L .  o f  G e n e v a )  t h a t  t o  u s  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  u n r i v -
a l e d .  H e n r y  q u o t e s :

I have travefLed on other strands, Seen other waves and other skies,
Of gager and wider Jakes, And the nightg Ocean.
f have never seen anqthing Jike gou,
Noth ing  tha t  i s  beaut i fuJ -  w i th  gour  beautg
That ningles tf tus, that wel-ds together GentLeness and Majestg,
Oh, o1d Leman, aTwags the same, blue mitror of the bLue heavens
The more we travef the more we love gou, Oh, ofd Leman!

M o r e o v e r  a l l  t h i s  c e n t r a l  i s e d  w e a l t h  o f  a n  e m p i r e  d e s o l a t e d  b y  f a m -
i n e ,  p o v e r t y  a n d  a l  I  t h e  v i c e s  o f  a  c o r r u p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  r e m i n d s
o n e  t o o  m u c h  o f  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  a t  V e r s a i l l e s  u n d e r  L o u i s  - X l V .  a n d
e v o k e s  s a d  t h o u g h t s .  A t  n i g h t f a l  I  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  S e a  o f  M a r m a r a
l e a v i n g  o n  o u r  d i s t a n t  l e f t  t h e  l s l a n d s  o f  t h e  P r i n c e s  w h i c h  a t  t h i s
d i s t a n c e  d i d  n o t  I  i v e  u p  t o  t h e i  r  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  b e a u t y  a n d  f e r t i  I  i t y .

F r o m  a f a r  w e  s a l u t e d  S a n  S t e p h a n o  w h e r e  t h e  p r e l  i m i n a r i e s  o f  p e a c e
b e t w e e n  R u s s i a  a n d  T u r k e y  w e r e  s i g n e d .  l t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t a n t a l  i s -
i n g  a g o n y  f o r  t h e  R u s s i a n s  t o  s e e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  s o  n e a r ,  y e t  b e  u n -
a b l e  t o  c a p t u r e  i t .  ( T r e a t y  o f  B e r l  i n ,  1 8 7 8  a f t e r  t h e  B a l k a n  l l a r . )

T H R O U G H  T H E  D A R D A N E L L E S ,  P A S T  G A L L I P O L I

W e d  l !  o c t .  W e  a w o k e  a t  T c h e n e k - K a l e s s i  a s  w e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  D a r -
d a n e l  l e s  ( s t r a i t s )  h a v i n g  c r o s s e d  t h e  S e a  o f  M a r m a r a  a t  n i g h t  a n d
d i d  n o t  c a l ' l  a t  G a l l  i p o l  i  ( G a l  i b o l u ) .  C h a n a k - K a l e s s i  ( o r  C a n a k  K a l e )
a t  T h e  N a r r o w s ,  i s  a  p r e t t y  I  i t t l e  t o w n  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  a  f e r t i l e
v a l  l e y  w h e r e  w e  c o u l d  s e e  v i n e y a r d s  a n c i  c u l t i v a t i o n s .  T h e  m o u n t a i n s
o f  A n a t o l i a  ( t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n  s i n c e  l B B l  o n  o u r  v i s i t  t o
S w i t z e r l a n d ,  f i  l l e d  o u r  h e a r t s  w i t h  j o y  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a  s p l e n d i d
s u n r i s e  c r o w n e d  t h e m  w i t h  a  d a z z l i n q  h a l o .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e

t w o  s h o r e s  ( o n e  m i l e )  i s  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  i n  t h e  B o s p h o r u s .  0 n
t h e  E u r o p e a n  s h o r e  w e  c o u l d  c l e a r l y  s e e  t h e  t o w n  a n d  f o r t r e s s  o f
K i l i d  B a h r  w h o s e  r o u n d  t o w e r  s t a n d s  u p  l i k e  a  s e n t i n e l  h a l f w a y  u p
a  s t e e p  w o o d e d  h i l l .  A f t e r  a  s t o p  o f  t w o  h o u r s  w e  w e i g h e d  a n c h o r
a n d  w e n t  o n  o u r  w a y  b e t w e e n  t h e  S . W .  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  D a r d a n e l l e s
w h e r e  w e  c o u l d  s e e  w o r k m e n  b u s i l y  e r e c t i n g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  i n t e r -
v a l s .  l y ' a s t e d  e f f o r t !  l t  i s  f r o m  b a d  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n
t h a t  T u r k e y  w i l l  p e r i s h  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  o f  h e r
enem i  es  .

H e a d i n g  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h ,  w e  p a s s e d  i n s i d e  t h e  l s l a n d  o f  T e n e d o s  o f
h e r o i c  m e m o r y ,  t u r n e d  l e f t  t o  r o u n d  C a p e  B a b a  a n d  t h e n  d o w n  t h e
e a s t  c o a s t  o f  M y t e l e n e  ( o r  M i d i l l u ) . ( 1 )  T h i s  i s l a n d ,  l i k e  a l l  t h e
S p o r a d h e s ,  i s  a  v o l c a n i c  m a s s  w i t h  r o u n d e d  c r a t e r s  a n d  b a r e  s t o n y
s i d e s  b u t  t h e  s h o r e s  a r e  q u i t e  b e a u t i f u l ,  N e v e r  s i n c e  l e a v i n g
S w i t z e r l a n d  h a v e  I  s e e n  c o u n t r y  p r e s e n t i n g  s u c h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  p i c t -
u r e  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .  G a r d e n s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  c u l t i v a t i o n s ,
o r c h a r d s  a l  I  a d m i  r a b l y  k e p t  b y  a n  i n t e l  I  i g e n t  a n d  i n d u s t r i o u s  r a c e .
V i l l a g e s  a n d  f i n e  I a r g e  h o u s e s  a l l  c l e a n  a n d  t r i m ,  s u c c e e d  e a c h
o t h e r  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  a  b r e a k  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c i t y  o f  M y t e l e n e  h i d d e n
i n  a  b e a u t i f u l  n e s t  o f  g r e e n e r y .  N i g h t  f e l l  a s  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  G u l f
o f  S m y r n a ;  w e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  a t  1 0  p . m .  c l o s e  t o  s h o r e  i n  t h e  p o r t .
( 2 )

T h u r s  2 0  O c t ,  \ ^ / e  a w o k e  t o  a  s p l e n d i d  s u n r i s e  o v e r  t h e  A n a t o l  i a n
m o u n t a i n s .  T h e  c i t y  i s  p r e t t y  a n d  n e a t  a n d  w i n d s  a r o u n d  t h e  b a y .
A  h o r s e  d r a w s  t h e  o n e - c a r r i a g e  t r a m s  t h a t  r u n  a l o n g  a  s t r e e t  a b u t t -
i n g  o n  t h e  q u a y .  0 n  t h i s  s t r e e t  a r e  t h e  h o t e l s ,  s h o p s ,  o f f i c e s  a n d
o t h e r  s  i m i  l a r  b u i  l d i n g s .  F a r t h e r  o n  a r e  t h e  b a z a a r s  a n d  n a t i v e
q u a r t e r s  w h e r e  t h e  h o u s e s  r i s e  i n  t i e r s  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a  h i g h  h i l l ,
l i k e  m a s s e d  r a n k s  o f  s o l d i e r s .  S m y r n a  i s  w e l l  s i t u a t e d  a n d  i s  t h e
o u t l e t  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i v e ,  f e r t i  l e ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n .  U n d e r  h o n -
e s t  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  a d m i n i  s t r a t i o n  i t  w o u l d  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  b r i g a n d a g e  f l o u r i s h e s  r i g h t  i n t o  i t s
s u b u r b s  a n d ,  t o o  o f t e n ,  f a m i n e  r a v a g e s  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  s u p p l  i e s  i t s
t r a d e .  A s  w e  w e r e  s o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s h o r e  w e  l a n d e d  t o  e n a b l e  u s  t o
s t r e t c h  o u r  l e g s  f o r  a  w h i  l e .

S H O P P I N G  I N  S M Y R N A  ( I Z M I R )

W e  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  b a z a a r  w h o s e  s t r e e t s  a r e
f u l l  o f  a w n i n g s  o v e r  s h o p  w i n d o w s ,  w h i l e  g o o d s  o v e r f l o w  o n  t o  t h e

(3) (Cont'd) Kemal- Pasha,the whole Turkish nation has been great-
79 modernised and t i te recentTg opened giant GoTden Gate bridge is
one of the worLd's most famous.

(1) Now caffed Lesbos, home of the Lesbianslwhere Tong ago males
were obviousTg scarce!

(2) Smgrna is now caLTed Izmir.



f o o t p a t h s .  ( 1 )  H o r t e n s e  w a s  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  d r e s s - m a t -

e r i a l s l  a l s o  b y  t h e  s p l e n d i d  n a t i o n a l  c o s t u m e s  o f  A s i a  M i n o r .  S h e
w a s  a l s o  v a s t l y  a m u s e d  b y  t h e  l o n g  b l a c k  s a t i n  r o b e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c -
i a l  T u r k i s h  s c r i b e s  a n d  c l e r k s .  T h i s  l o o s e  r o b e  i s  s e w n  t o g e t h e r
i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  h i g h  e n o u g h  t o  f i t  e a c h  l e g  s o  l o o s e l y  t h a t  i t  w h i p s
e a c h  c a l f  a n d  f o r m s  a  b i g  t a i l  w h i c h  k e e p s  o n  f l a p p i n g  a s  t h e y  w a l k .
T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  a l l  e y e s  o n  t h e  l o n g  f i l e s  o f  c a m e l s  m o v i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  s l o w  a n d  s o l e m n  t r e a d ,  t h e i r  h e a d s  u p  h i g h
l i k e  s o m e  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  w i s h  t o  i m p r e s s  t h e i r  s t a f f  b y  d i s g u i s i n g
t h e i r  i n e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  t h e i r  h a u g h t y  g a z e !

A t  n o o n  w e  d e p a r t e d  a n d  s t e a m e d  u p  t h e  G u l f  o f  S m y r n a  a s  f a r  a s
C a p e  K o u m l o u  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  K a r a  K o u r u m  p e n i n s u l a .  W e  h a d  a
g o o d  v i e w  o f .  t h e  m o u n t a i n o u s ,  i n d e n t e d  c o a s t l  i n e  a n d  t h e  s h o r e s  c o v -
e r e d  w i t h  r i c h  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  v i n e y a r d s  t h a t  c l  i m b e d  t o  t h e  t o p
o f  t h e  h i l l s i d e s  a s  a t  L a v a u x  ( n e a r  L a u s a n n e ) .  0 n  t h e  l o w e r A s i a t i c
s h o r e  t h e r e  w e r e  h u g e  g r o v e s  o f  w i l l o w s .

A t  d u s k  w e  a n c h o r e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  C h i o s  t o w n  i n  a  s e a  r o u g h  e n o u g h  t o
h a m p e r  t h e  h a n d l  i n g  o f  c a r g o  w h i c h  i s  c a r r i e d  b y  s a i  l  i n g - b o a t s .  I
w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  s e e  t h i s  t o w n ,  s o  b a d l y  d e s t r o y e d  a  f e w  y e a r s

a g o  b y  a  t e r r i b l e  e a r t h q u a k e  w h i c h  k i  l  l e d  2 4 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .  A  w e l  l -

s p o k e n  l o c a l  G r e e k  c i t i z e n  a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  n o  t r a c e  o f  i t  c a n  n o w
b e  s e e n ,  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  r e b u i l t  a n d  t h e  i s l a n d  i s
m o r e  p r o s p e r o u s  t h a n  e v e r ,  l t  h a s  7 0 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  w h o  I  i v e  m a i n -

l y  o n  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  t h e i r  o r c h a r d s .  T h e y  e x p o r t  a c a c i a  g u m ,  d r i e d

o r  p r e s e r v e d  f r u i t s  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  o l i v e  o i l  ( 2 ) .  W e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h

t h e  m a n y  i s l a n d s  o f  t h e  S p o r a d h e s  g r o u p  w h i c h  a l l  l o o k  a l i k e  e x c e p t
f o r  s i z e .  A l l  a r e  v o l c a n i c ,  r o c k y  a n d  b a r e ,  e x c e P t  t h e  n a r r o w ,
a l l u v i a l  f e r t i l e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n .  ! / e  p a s s e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  l ' l  i c a r i a ,
( l k a r i a ) ,  L e v i t h a ,  A s t i p a l a i a  a n d  K a r p a t h o s  a n c i  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  S a m o s
o f  e v a n g e l i c  m e m o r y  ( a n d .  h o m e  o f  P y t h a g o r a s ) ;  P a t m o s  w h e r e  t l r e  a p o s -
t l e  J o h n ,  h i s  s o u l  a s  t o r m e n t e d  a s  t h e  v o l c a n i c  e a r t h  t h a t  t r e m b l e d
u n d e r f o o t ,  h a d  h i s  A p o c a l y p t i c  v i s i o n s ;  L e r o s ,  K a l y m n o s  a n d ,  l a s t l y ,
K o s .

\ ^ / e  p a s s e d  w e s t  o f  R h o d e s  w i t h o u t  s e e i n g  i t ,  s t r a i g h t  t o  A L E X A N D R I A
w h e r e  w e  a r r i v e d  o n  S a t  2 2  O c t  a t  3  p . m .  T h e  l o w  E g y p t i a n  c o a s t
c a n n o t  b e  s e e n  f r o m  a f a r  a n d  w e  w e r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  s e e  t h e  f a m o u s  i s -
l a n d  o f  P h a r o s ,  t h e n  t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p a l a c e  o f  M e h e m e t  A l i '
a n d  f i n a l l y  h o u s e s  a n d  d a t e  p a l r n s .  I n  t h e  h a r b o u r  w e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f
s h i p s  a t  a n c h o r ,  t h e i r  m a s t s  i n t e r l a c e d  w i t h  r i g g i n g  c o r d a g e ,  I  i k e  a
f o r e s t  f e s t o o n e d  w i  t h  t h  i  c k  v  i  n e s .

I  w e n t  a s h o r e  a s  s o o n  a s  w e  a r r i v e d  t o  e n q u i r e  a t  a l l  t h e  s h i p p i n g
a g e n t s  f o r  a n y  s h i p  s a i l  i n g  t o  A u s t r a l  i a .  A s  e x p e c t e d ,  I  r e t u r n e d
e m p t y - h a n d e d  s o  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  M o n d a y  ( Z 4 t t r )  f o r  P o r t  S a i d  o n
t h e  s t e a m s h i p  r O d e s s a r  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  N a v i g a t i o n  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o .

0 n  S u n  2 3  O c t  t h e  s u n r i s e  o v e r  t h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e  h a r b o u r  w a s  b e a u t i -
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f u l .  W e  p a i d  t o  s e e  t h e  K h e d i v e ' s  g r a n d  p a l a c e  i n  f r o n t  o f  w h i c h
h i s  f i n e  n e w  y a c h t  r o d e  a t  a n c h o r .  l t  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  d o  t w e n t y
k n o t s  p e r  h o u r !  A n  o r c h e s t r a  o n  b o a r d  e n t e r t a i n e d  u s  w i t h  F r e n c h
a n d  n a t i v e  m u s i c .  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  I  i k e d  t o  l e i s u r e l y  v i s i t  t h i s  a n -
c i e n t  l a n d  o f  E g y p t  w h i c h  h a s  p l a y e d  s o  g r e a t  a  r o l e  i n  t ' h e w o r l d r s
h i s t o r y  a n d  w h o s e  c u s t o m s  a n d  m o n u m e n t s  h a v e  s u c h  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c -
t e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  s a w  o n l y  a  I  i t t l e  o f  t h e  l e a s t  c o l o u r f u l
c o r n e r  o f  i t .

A  V I S I T  T 0  A L E X A N D E R  T H E  G R E A T ' s  C I T Y  ( o f  3 3 1  B . C . )

A f t e r  l u n c h  w e  v i s i t e d  t h e  c i t y ,  l a n d i n g  a t  a  s m a l l  w h a r f  n e a r
w h i c h  a r e  t h e  p o r t - p o l i c e  a n d  c u s t o m s  o f f i c e ,  c o f f e e  h o u s e s  a n d
o t h e r  s e a p o r t  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s .  T h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  n a r r o w  b u t  w e l  I
p a v e d  w i t h  f l a t  s q u a r e - f o o t  s t o n e s  w h i c h  g r e a t l y  e a s e s  t h e  j o l t i n g

o f  t h e  c a r r i a g e s .  I n  c e r t a i n  q u a r t e r s ,  e s p e c i a l  l y  t h o s e  b u i  l t  a f -
t e r  t h e  b o m b a r d m e n t  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h  ( I B B Z )  t h e  h o u s e s  a r e  E u r o p e a n -
s t y l e d  m a n s i o n s  r e s e m b l  i n g  t h o s e  i n  a n y  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  E l s e w h e r e
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r  E a s t e r n  s t y l e  w i t h  u p p e r  s t o r i e s
o v e r h a n g i n g  b y  a t  l e a s t  a  m e t r e  o n  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  0 n
t h e  w h o l e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t -
i o n  o f  t l r e  l i t t l e  b o u l e v a r d s  o f  t h e  S q u a r e  o f  t h e  C o n s u l s ,  i n  t h e
m i d d l e  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  i m p o s i n g  f 4 e h e m e t  A l i  e q u e s t r i a n  s t a t u e  a n d
w h e r e  w e  s a w  m a n y  f i n e  c a r r i a g e s  a n d  s u p e r b  a r a b  h o r s e s .  T h e r e
a r e  d o n k e y s  g a l o r e ,  m o s t  c h a r m i n g  I  i t t l e  b e a s t s  -  b u t  l e t  u s  n e v e r
a g a i n  c a l l  a  f o o l i s h  r n a n  a  d o n k e y ;  i t  i s  a n  i n s u l t  t o  o n e  o f  t h e
n i c e s t  a n i m a l s  i n  c r e a t i o n .  ' M i l o n ' ( 3 )  b u b b l e d  o v e r  w i t h  j o y  w h e n
h e  s a w  t h e m .  W e  w i s h e d  t o  b u y  a  d o n k e y  b u t  w h e n  o u r  k i n d l y  g u i d e
M a h o m e t ,  w h o  s p o k e  f l u e n t  R u s s i a n ,  e n q u i r e d  t h e  p r i c e ,  t h e  p o o r
c h i l d  w a s  q u i t e  s a d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  a t  A l e x a n d r i a  t h e y  c o s t  5 0 0  t o
1 0 0 0  f r a n c s  ( € 2 5  t o  S 5 0 ) .

A l o n g  t h e  l , , l  i l e  C a n a l  w e  s a w  P o m p e y r s  C o l u m n ,  a  1 0 0  f t  m o n o l i t h .
T h e  c a n a l  i s  f a i r l y  w i d e  a n d  d e e p  a n d  w a s  b u s y  w i t h  m p n y  b u s t l i n g
b a r g e s  l a d e n  w i t h  b a l e s  o f  c o t t o n  f r o m  t h i s  y e a r r s  a b u n d a n t  h a r v -
e s t .  H e r d s  o f  b u f f a l o e s  g a m b o l l e d  i n  t h e  c a n a l  o f t e n  k e e p i n g  o n l y
t h e i r  n o s t r i l s  o u t  o f  t h e  w a t e r .  T h e  l e f t  ( e a s t )  b a n k  i s  d o t t e d

(1) At Sm7rna the famiTg bought a sturdg carpet about tweLve
feet square, probabTg 'for a song'. It was handmade of animaL
hair (cameL or mohair) and of elaborate Asia Minor design in
bLack and reds. It graced the fToot of our main room for gener-
ations tiJ-7 mother's deaXh and I have some hope , for sentiment-
af and historical reasons, of repairing a sma17 piece that re-
malns. I t  night make a waLf decoration despite j ts battered
appeatance.

(2) In 7965 the popuJation was 62.000. Chios island is famed
for  i t s  w ine .  Town pop.  i s  25 ,000.
3 .  Emi l - ts  juven iTe n ickname (8  g rs  oLd) .  M ine  was tJuTont ,

L u e i e ' s ,  ' L u c e t t e t  .
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w i t h  g o u r b i s  ( n a t i v e  s h a n t i e s )  b u i l t  o f  p u d d l e d  c l a y ,  w h i l e  o n  t h e
o p p o s i t e  b a n k  a r e  m a n y  s p l e n d i d  v i  l l a s  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  r i c h  v e g e -
t a t i o n .  H o r t e n s e  d a n c e d  w i t h  j o y  o n  s e e i n g  d a t e  p a l m s ,  g r a c e f u l  a s
t h e  f i g u r e  o f  a  n y m p h  ( h e r  o w n ) ,  c r o w n e d  w i t h  b u n c h e s  o f  j u i c y
f r u i t ( 1 ) .  T h e r e  w e r e  l u x u r i a n t  b a n a n a  t r e e s  l a d e n  w i t h  g i e a t  b u n -
c h e s  o f  f r u i t ,  g r e a t  f i g  t r e e s  a n d  C h i n a  r o s e s ,  j a s m i n s ,  y u c c a s ,
o t h e r  f i c u s ,  c a c t u s  a s  b i g  a s  t r e e s  f o r  h e r e  t l . r e y  g r o w  i n  t h e  o p e n
g r o u n d ,  w h i l e  i n  E u r o p e  t h e y  a r e  o n l y  d w a r f s .

A t  t h e  K h e d i v e r s  g a r d e n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b a n d  w a s  p l a y i n g  a n d  t h e  p u b -
l i c  w e r e  a l l o w e d  a c c e s s  t h a t  d a y .  w e  w e r e  a m a z e d  a t  t h e  m a r v e l s  o f
v e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  g a r d e n .  N o  w o n d e r  t h a t  E a s t e r n  w r i t e r s  a n c i  t h e
B i b l e  p o r t r a y  P a r a d i s e  a s  a  g a r d e n .  T h e s e  g l o r i o u s  g a r d e n s  w e r e
w e l l  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d e n s e  t r o p i c a l  g r o w t h s ,  f r a g r a n t
f l o w e r  b e d s ,  a l l  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  p l e a s a n t  p a t h s .  T h e r e  w a s  p r o -
f u s i o n  e v e r y w h e r e ,  p a l m s ,  b a n a n a ,  p o m e g r a n a t e ,  l e m o n ,  o i a n g e  a n d
c o c o n u t  t r e e s  e t c .  D u s k  f o r c e d  u s  t o  l e a v e  b u t  a t  t h e  g a t e  a  h a n d -
s o m e  s i x - f o o t  S o u d a n e s e  n e g r o  p r e s e n t e d  a  b o u q u e t  o f  p e r f u m e d  j a s -
m i n  t o  e a c h  o f  o u r  l a d i e s .

M o n  2 4  0 c t .  W e  b o a r d e d  t h e r 0 d e s s a r w i t h  a l l  o u r  b e l o n g i n g s  a t  l 0
a . m .  a f t e r  b i d d i n g  a d i e u  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a n c i  c r e w  o f  t h e  r R o u s s i e r .
V l e  p a r t e d  f r o m  t h i s  f i n e  s h i p  w i t h  a  b i t  o f  s a d n e s s  f o r  w e  h a d  m a d e
m a n y  f r i e n d s  f r o m  s t o k e r s  t o  o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  t h o s e  t e n  d a y s  a t  s e a .
A t  f i r s t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  b e e n  a  I  i t t l e  d i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  ' t h i r d  c l a s s t
b u t  w e r e  s o o n  a s  p o l i t e  a n d  k i n d  a s  R u s s i a n s  c a n  b e  w h e n  t h e y c h o o s e
o r  b o t h e r  t o .  W e  h a d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i k i n g  f o r  t h e  b o r s r n  M r .  R o m a n -
e n k o ,  a  k i n d l y  c h a p ,  e n e r g e t i c ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  u b i q u i t o u s  -  t h e  r e a l
m a s t e r  o f  t h e  s h i p ;  a l s o  t h e  c h i e f  s t e w a r d  l 4 r  S c h e n k a r e n k o ,  t h e  m a n
w h o  h a d  s o l d  h i s  h o u s e  t o  A u n t  L o u z a n o f  a t  S e b a s t o p o l .  A l t h o u g h  w e
h a d  o u r  p r o v i s i o n s  w i t h  u s  a n d  b r o u g h t  h i m  n o  p r o f i t ,  h e  d i d  h i s
u t m o s t  t o  s p o i l  u s  w i t h  s w e e t s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  c i g a r s  f o r  t h e  m e n
a n d  i c e s  f o r  t h e  l a d i e s .  T o  o u r  w a r m e s t  t h a n k s  h e  w o u l d  r e p l y :
r Y o u  w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  m e  b y  m y  o l d  f r i e n d  F r a n c o n i ,  t h a t  i s
e n o u g h  f o r  m e ! r  W e  e v e n  e x c h a n g e d  p h o t o g r a p h s  f o r  w e  r e s p e c t e d  t h i s
v e r y  w o r t h y  m a n .  T h e  c r e w  w e r e  a l l  v e r y  f r i e n c i l y  i n d e e d  a n d  w h e n
t h e r O d e s s a r  s t e a m e d  s l o w l y  p a s t  t h e r R o u s s i e r ,  a l l  w e r e . o n  d e c k  t o
w i s h  u s  r b o n  v o y a g e r  a n d  t o  w a v e  g o o d b y e .  T h e i r  R u s s i a n  c a l l s  o f
r g o o d  p r o s p e r o u s  j o u r n e y r  ( t r a e r  d o d p o r u  c r a e m i  r u b o n  n y m i  t )  f o l  l o w -
e d  u s  i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  I  f o r g o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  I  h a d  s e n t  t h e
c r e w  a  f i v e  f r a n c  p i e c e  t o  d r i n k  a  g l a s s  t o  o u r  h e a l t h  b u t  t h e s e
k i n d l y  s a i l o r s  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  i t ;  t h e y  h a c j  o n e  o f  t h e  b o r s r n s  r e -
t u r n  i t  t o  m e  w i t h  a  f r i e n d l y  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e  i n  h a v i n g
s u c h  p  I  e a s a n t  p a s  s e n g e  r s  .  ( 2  )

0 n  b o a r d i n g  t h e t O d e s s a r ,  a  m e a n  l i t t l e  o l d  h u l k ,  w e  r a n  s l a p  i n t o
a  S l a v o n i a n  s h i p ' s  o f f i c e r ,  i r r i t a b l e  a h d  b a d - m a n n e r e d ,  w h o  i n t e n d e d
to  s tow us  be tween decks  where  we woL l ld  su f foca te  in  the  reek ing
a i r .  W h i l e  I  w a s  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  M r  R a i j i ,  t o  w h o m  r i r e  h a d

j u s t  b e e n  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  a  p a s s e n g e r  o n  t h e r R o u s s i e l  a r r i v e d  a n d
g a v e  u s  t h e  b e s t  t h i r d  c l a s s  b e r t h s  r i g h t  b e s i d e  h i s  c a b i n .  W e
s e t t l e d  i n  q u i c k l y  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  j o u r n e y  a n d  q u i e t l y  e n j o y e d  t h e
b a l m y ,  m o o n l  i t ,  s t a r r y  e v e n i n g ,  t h e n  s l e p t  s o u n d l y .

T h e  c r e w  w e r e  a  p l e a s a n t ,  f r i e n d l y  l o t :  t h e  c h i e f  s t e w a r d , ' w h o s e
c o l l e a g u e  o n  t h e r R o u s s i e r  h a d  r e c o m m e n d e d  u s ;  t h e  c o o k ,  a n  o l d
n e i g h b o u r  a t  S p a s k ,  h a p p y  t o  s e e  u s ;  t h e  f i r s t  m a t e ,  a  f i n e  y o u n g
f e l l o w  f r o m  S e b a s t o p o l  w h o  p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  m o s t  o f  t h e
t i m e ;  t h e  s e c o n d  e n g i n e e r ,  a  y o u n g  m a n  o f  g o o d  f a m i l y  w h o  h a d  b e e n
e d u c a t e d  a t  Z u r i c h  a n d  l a s t l y  t h e  f i r s t  e n g i n e e r ,  M r .  W i l d  o f  Z u r -
i c h ,  a  g o o d  o l d  S w i s s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  i n  R u s s i a n  s e r v i c e  f o r  f o r t v
y e a r s  a n d  w i t h  w h o m  w e  h a d  l o n g ,  f r i e n d l y  t a l k s .

P O R T  S A I D  A N D  P R O B L E M S

0 n  T u e s . 2 J  O c t .  a t  1 1  a . m .  w e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  a t  P o r t  S a i c i  c l o s e  t o
s h o r e .  W e  s o o n  s a w  l l r  T . ,  w h o m  w e r d  k n o w n  a t  C h a b a  w h o ,  a d v i s e d  o f
o u r  a r r i v a l ,  c a m e  t o  m e e t  u s .  R e a l i s i n g  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o
s p e n d  s o m e  d a y s  a t  P o r t  S a i d ,  h e  h a d  k i n d l y  r e n t e d  a  r o o m  f o r  u s  i n
t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  l , l r .  P i l l a u d  o f  F r i b o u r g ,  a n  E g y p t i a n  p o l  i c e  o f f  i c e r .
T h e s e  t w o  h e l p e c i  u s  t o  d i s e m b a r k  w i t h  a l l  o u r  l u g g a g e .  t J e  l r a n d e c i
i n  o u r  p a s s p o r t s  a t  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e  a n d  l a t e r  h a d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e m
a t  t h e  F r e n c h  C o n s u l a t e .  T h e  C u s t o m s  o p e n e d  o u r  t r a v e l  I  i n g  b a g s
f o r  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  w e  p a i d  t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t i m e s ( 3 ) .  T h e n  w e  h a d  t o
g e t  a  m a n  t o  c a r r y  t h e m  h o m e  o n  h i s  b a c k ,  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c a b s  o r
l o r r i e s  a t  P o r t  S a i c i  w h i c h  b o a s t s ,  t h e y  s a y ,  o n l y  o n e  p r i v a t e  c a r r -
i a g e l  A s  f o r  o u r  f o u r  l a r g e  t r u n k s ,  I  h a d  t a k e n  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n  o f
h a v i n g  t h e m  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  r t h r o u g h  l u g g a g e r ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t
o p e n e d  a n d  w e r e  e x e m p t  f r o m  o t h e r  t h a n  h a n d l i n g  c h a r g e s ,  t w e l v e
f r a n c s  i n  a l  l ;  ( a b o u t  t e n  s h i  I  I  i n g s ) .

(1) Fresh, fu77g-ripe dates are rea77g something! Before returrF
ing briefTg to AustraJ-ia in Dec 7915, I  was convalescing on the
sea-shore across the CanaT at Pott Said and had access to a coup-
Le of paTms fu7lg-faden with verg ripe fruit - far more l_uscious
than the fanciest gual i tg avaiTabLe in Tuxurg food shops. The
dates that I  tasted at CharLevi l-Le about L958 were not at at l_
impressive -

(2) Reminds one a Littfe of Lord Magor CTem Jones ,two bob, tip
to an opuTent fTunkeg at a 'posht New York HoteT - but with a verg
different connotation and moneg vaTue!

(3) The Eggptian pound in 7975 was of 700 piastres of about 2
cents each and each of Len miTTimes; the 1915-76 value was probab-
Jg about the same. Their customs fee was possibTg about four
shiTTings for each portmanteau - 'ports'  we cal7ed them for suit-
cases were rate or unknown, not so verg Tong ago.



W0 u r  l o d g i n g  w a s  a  n i c e  r o o m  a t  o n e  f r a n c  p e r  d a y ,  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e
t h i r d  f l o o r  a n d  o p e n i n g  o n t o  a  p r e t t y  b a l c o n y  f r o m  w h i c h  w e  c o u l d
e n j o y  t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  h a r b o u r ,  t h e  s e a  a n d  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
t o w n .  T h e  s h o p s  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  m a r k e t  w e r e  q u i t e  n e a r .  W e  s p e n t  a
f o r t n i g h t  t h e r e , v ' / h i c h  o u r  h o s t s  c i  i d  t h e i r  u t m o s t  t o  m a k e  a s  p l e a s -

a n t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  W e  d i d  o u r  o w n  c o o k i n g  o n  c h a r c o a l  i n  a  s r n a l l
g a l l e y  w i t h  n o  c h i m n e y  e x c e p t  a n  o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  w a l l  w h i c h  a l s o
s e r v e d  a s  a  w i n d o w !  A t  f i  r s t  t h a t  s e e m e d  s t r a n g e  t o  u s  b u t  o u r
' l a d i e s  

s o o n  f o u n d  i t  t o  b e  q u i t e  c o n v e n i e n t .  l t  i s  t h e  o n l y  a r r -
a n g e m e n t  i n  u s e  a t  P o r t  S a i d  w h e r e  n o  h o u s e  h a s  a  c h i m n e y l

A s  s e v e r a l  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  w i t h  f u l  I  p a s s e n g e r  I  i s t s  h a d  p a s s e d

t h r o u g h  a  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  o u r  a r r i v a l ,  w e  w e r e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  w e
s h o u l d  h a v e  t o  w a i t  a  m o n t h  a t  P o r t  S a i d .  I  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  b e -
l i e v e  t h i s  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g a n  a  s e a r c h ,  v i s i t i n g  a l  I  t h e  s h i p p -
i n g  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t e m p t i n g  b r o k e r s  w i t h  a  b o n u s  o f  o n e  p o u n d  s t e r l -
i n g  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  u s  b e r t h s  a t  r e d u c e d  f a r e s  o n  a  c a r g o  v e s s -
e l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e s e ,  t h o u g h  f r e q u e n t  f o r  l n c j i a  a n d  C h i n a ,  w e r e
r a r e  f o r  A u s t r a l i a .  I  w a s  m o m e n t a r i l y  t e m p t e d  t o  b o a r d  a  D u t c h
s h i p  a s  f  a r  a s  B a t a v i a  f o r  f  i v e  p o u n d s  p e r  p e r s o n .  I  w i  s h e c i  t o  e n -
q u i r e  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  B a t a v i a  a n d  A u s t r a l  i a
a n d  w e n t  t o  s e e  t h e  D u t c h  C o n s u l ,  w h o  g a v e  m e  a  c h i l l y  w e l c o m e .
r S i r , r  s a i d  I  t o  h i m ,  r l  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o m m e n d e c i  t o  y o u  a n d  c o m e  a s  a
p o l  i  t e  a n d  w e l  l - m a n n e r e d  m a n  w h o  w i s h e s  t o  o b t a i n  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
b u t  s i n c e  y o u  a r e  s o  r u d e  I  d e m a n c i  t h a t  y o u  g i v e  m e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
I  n e e d  a b o u t  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s E l - 6 i - i  e s .  Y o u  a r e  p a i d  f o r  t h a t ! '  I  I
b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n ,  S i r ,  w h o  a r e  y o u ? '  h e  a s k e c i ,  s u d d e n l y  m o l l i f i e c i . '
W h e n  I  h a d  s t a t e d  m y  n a m e  e t c .  h e  a p o l o g i s e d  p r o f  u s e l y ,  i n v i t e d  l ' 1 r '
P i l l a u d  a n d  m e  i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  a n d  t o l d  u s  a l l  w e  n e e d e d  t o  k n o w ;
a t  e v e r y  s e n t e n c e  h e  r e n e w e d  h i s  a p o l o g i e s !  A l t h o u g h  h e  w a s  a n  o l d
m a n  I  f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  h i m  b u t  t r e a t e d  h i m  p r e t t y  c o o l l y .  N o  s e l f -
r e s p e c t i n g  m a n  c a n  f e e l  v e r y  p l e a s e d  i n  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n .

A f t e r  w e i g h i n g  t i r e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  w a i t  f o r  a  s h i p
t h a t  w o u l d  t a k e  u s  d i r e c t  t o  s o m e  p o i n t  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  A  f e w  d a y s
l a t e r  a  P  s  0  I  i n e r  a r r i v e d  b u t  t h e s e  h o n e s t  P e n i n s u l a r  f o l k  w a n t e d
t w e n t y - o n e  p o u n d s  f o r  t r a v e l  o n  d e c k  s o  w e  p r o r n p t l y  s e n t  t h e m  p a c k -
i n g .  A  s h i p  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o m p a n y  ( q . n . U . L . )  w a s  n e x t  t o  a r r i v e
b u t  w e  p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h i s  s h i p  b e c a u s e  i t  m o s t l y  s a i l e d  a -
' l o n g  

t h e  E q u a t o r  a n d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  T o r r e s  S t r a i t ;  b e s i c i e s ,  a l l  t h e
t h i r d  c l a s s  b e r t h s  a n d  e v e n  t h e  s e c o n d  w e r e  o c c u p i e c i  b y  g o v e r n n e n t
p a s s e n g e r s ,  s o  w e  r e s o l v e d  t o  w a i t  f o r  a n  0 r i e n t  L i n e  s h i p  d u e  o n

9  N o v .  F a i l  i n g  t h a t ,  a  s t e a m e r  o f  t h e  N o r d  D e u t s h e r  L l o y o  L i n e  w a s
d u e  o n  2 0  N o v .

\ , J h i l e  w e  w a i t e d  t h e  t i m e  p a s s e d  q u i t e  q u i c k l y .  0 u r  l a d i e s  d i d
t h e i r  h o u s e w o r k  a n d  e v e r y  e v e n i n g  w e  t o o k  a  s t r o l l  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .
T h e  c h i  l d r e n  c a m e  w i t h  m e  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  s h i p s  t h a t  h a d
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  h a r b o u r .  W e  s a w  m a n y  g r e a t  I  i n e r s  w i t h  F r e n c h
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t r o o p s  f r o m  T o n k i n ,  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  g o i n g  t o  a n d  f r o m  l n d i a  a n d  o n e
I t a l  i a n  s h i p  w i t h  G e n e r a l  G e n e  g o i n g  t o  M a s s o u a h  ( M a s s a w a ) ,  E r i t r e a .
L a t t e r  t r o o p s  a r e  m o s t l y  b o y s  o f  1 6  t o  2 0  y e a r s  -  p o o r  o p p o n e n t s
f o r  t h e  A b y s s i n i a n s !  ( A  p r e l u d e  t o  1 9 3 5 !  )  T h e y  s i n g  p a t r i o t i c
s o n g s  a s  t i r e y  w a l k  a r m - i n - a r m  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  l o o k  c o n f i d e n t .

P o r t  S a i d  i s  a  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  t o w n  w i t h  w e l l - d e s i g n e d  s t r e e t s  a n d  a -
b o u t  2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ( l ) .  l t  i s  e n t i r e l y  b u i l t  o n  l a n d  f i l l e d  w i t h
d a m p ,  s a l t y  s a n d  w h e n  t h e  c a n a l  w a s  d r e d g e d ( 2 ) ,  S a l t  w a t e r  i s  o n l y
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e e t  b e l o w  t h e  s u r f a c e  s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e  h o u s e s  n e e d
c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t  i o n s ,  T h e  h o u s e s  a r e  t a  l  I  a n d  g r a c e f u l  ,  e a c h  s t o r y
h a v i n g  a  s u r r o u n d  o f  w o o d e n  b a l c o n y .  L a u n d e r i n g  a n d  d r y i n g  a r e  d o n e ,
o n  t h e  f l a t  r o o f - t o p s .  T h e  t o w n  h a s  a  s m a l l  d e  L e s s e p s  S q u a r e  a n d
g a r d e n  w i t h  a  f o u n t a i n .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c a f e s  a n d  s o m e  v e r y  g o o d
s h o p s ,  c a t e r i n g  f o r  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  o f  t r a v e l l e r s  w h o  h a v e  I  i t t l e  t o
d o  w h i l e  t h e i r  s h i p s  t a k e  o n  c o a l ,  f o r  P o r t  S a i d  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t
c o a l  i n g  s t a t i o n ( 3 ) .  W e  b o u g h t  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  v e r y  c h e a p l y  i n  t h e
s h o p s  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  a  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  i t  i s  v e r y  e a s y
t o  b e  s h o c k i n g l y  f l e e c e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  a s k i n g  p r i c e  i s  a l w a y s  f o u r
t i m e s  w h a t  t h e y ' l l  f i n a l l y  a c c e p t !

(1 )  Pop.  95 ,000 in  1925.  I t  was  a t tacked bg  a  Franco-Eng l ish
force in f956 when Col - Nasser seized the Canal and al-L i ts works.
The Canal- was cTosed bg sunken ships for manA Vears. Bg 7975the
popuTat ion  had reached 300,000.

(2) FifTed Jandl univetsaf on GoTd Coast CanaT Estates but there,
saft content is verq l-ow.

COALING A SHIP
(3) Todag's ship passengers have not the faintest idea of what
an ordeal- coaTing was. Evergthing possibTe on board was cl-osed or
covered; not a soul- who couLd possibTg go ashore ever staged on
board. From the laden coaT Tighters that came alongside, great
planks formed a precarious fink with the ship. A swarm of feJ-l-a-
heen or cooLies - near naked in the hot weather - then carried big
baskets of coaf on their sLnulders, trotted up the swaging plank
and emptied theit dustg coaL into the bunkers and then trotted -

not waiked - down another pTank to repeat the process.

In summer the heaX is nearJg unbearabTe, especiaTTg for those who
fil-l- the baskets or spread the coai in the bunkers. Theg must
breathe and swal-Low a fot of coaL dust- CoaT is aJ-so simul-tan-
eousTg tran-shipped with the ship's derr icks, using Targer bask-
ets or hoppers. After a dag's coal ing not one cabin, nook or
cranng would escape a f i fm of f ine bLack dust. CoaTing compTeted,
there woufd be a greax hosing down of decks and a generaT cTean-up.
We night Vet see this once again when oi7 gives out and al-7 too
soon, ship travel- night again overshadow air traveT! At Teast we
QueensTanders bave huge reserves of coai - if we do not expott the

rl,
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W e  v i s i t e d  t h e  A r a b  q u a r t e r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  w h e r e  t h e  s q u a l i d  l i t t l e
h o u s e s  a r e  b u i l t  o f  a d o b e  b r i c k s  o r  r u s h e s  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  c l a y  a n d
t h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  v e r y  d i r t y  a n d  s m e l l y .  W e  w e n t  i n t o  a  s h o p  t o  b u y
s o m e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  b l u e  a n d  w h i t e  s t r i p e d  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e
A r a b  w o m e n  m a k e  g a l a b i  I  l a s ( l  ) .  T h i s  c l o t h  w i  I  I  m a k e  e x c e l  l e n t  p i n -
a f o r e s  f o r  o u r  g i r l i e s .  T h e  s h o p k e e p e r  w a s  p r o u c i  o f  h a v i n g  E u r o p e -
a n  c u s t o m e r s  a n d ,  s q u a t t e d  o n  h i s  t a b l e  o r  c o u n t e r  ( a  t h i n g  t h a t
E u r o p e a n s  w o u l d  n e v e r  d o  i n  p u b l i c )  a n d  w i t h  m u c h  b o w i n g  a n d  s c r a p *
i n g  a n d  g r a c i o u s  s m i l e s ,  d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  p e r s u a d e  o u r  l a d i e s  t o  b u y
h i s  w a r e s .  W e  a l s o  i n s p e c t e d  a n  A r a b  s c h o o l .  l m a g i n e  a  m e a n  l e a n -
t o  w i t h  b a r e  w a l l s ,  o n e  d o o r  a n d  w i n d o w  a n d  a  l o t  o f  d i r t y ,  r a g g e d ,
r h e u m y - e y e d  u r c h i n s  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a l o n g  t h e  w a l l s ;  t h e  t e a -
c h e r  s q u a t t e d  o n  a  b e n c h  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m .

H e  a p p e a r e d  w i c k e d  a n d  t y r a n n i c a l  t o  u s ,  l i k e  t o o  m a n y  o f  h i s  E u r o -
p e a n  c o l l e a g u e s .  A  b i g  b o o b y  o f  a  b o y  o f  t w e l v e  o r  i o  w a s  p e r c h e d
o n  t h e  w i n d o w  s i l l ,  c h a n t i n g  v e r s e s  f r o m  t h e  K o r a n  i n  a  m o n o t o n o u s
v o i c e ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  r o l l i n g  o f  e y e s  a n d  w a g g i n g  o f  h e a d  a n d  b o d y .
H e  w o u l d  s t u m b l e  a n d  h e s i t a t e  n o w  a n d  t h e n ,  o n l y  t o  b e  h a r s h l y  r e -
b u k e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r .  I  f e l t  l i k e  g i v i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r  a  b i t  o f  m y
m i n d  b u t  m y  a n g e r  t u r n e d  t o  p i t y  w h e n  I  s a w  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r  w a s
b l  i n d !

W e  a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  A r a b  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  c e m e t e r i e s  w h e r e  t h e  w a t e r
t a b l e  i s  a t  g r o u n d  l e v e l  a n d  g r a v e - d i g g i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  T o  o b -
v i a t e  t h i s  t h e y  b u i  l d  m a s o n r y  v a u l  t s  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  b y  s u p p o r t i n g
a r c h e s ;  p r a c t i c a l  b u t  r a t h e r  d i s m a l  a n d  u n a t t r a c t i v e .

0 n  s o m e  s p e c i a l  f e a s t  d a y  w e  w e r e  p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  a n
A r a b  h i s t o r i c a l ' p r o c e s s i o n .  A n  A r a b  r o d e  a t  t h e  h e a d  d i s g u i s e d  a s
a  E u r o p e a n  J e w  d i s p e n s i n g  j e s t s  a n d  s m i l e s  t o  r i g h t  a n d  l e f t .  A
l o n g  I  i n e  o f  c a r t s  f o l  l o w e d ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d e s
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  - a  g r e e n g r o c e r r s  s h o p  w i t h  h i s  p r o d u c e ;  a  j o i n e r ' s
w o r k s h o p  w i t h  w o r k m e n  s a w i n g  a n d  p l a n i n g ;  a  b a k e r y  w i t h  k n e a d i n g -
t r o u g h ,  b o a r d  a n d  I  i g h t e d  o v e n ;  a  t i n s m i t h ;  c o f f e e  g r i n d e r s  w i t h
t h e i r  m o r t a r  a n d  p e s t l e ;  m a t  w e a v e r s ,  e t c .  N e x t  c a m e  t h e  s q u a l  I  i n g ,
p i e r c i n g l y  n o i s y  o r c h e s t r a ,  e a c h  i n s t r u m e n t  o n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c a r t  -

a w f u l  r h a r m o n y '  w e . t h o u g h t !  A  c a p e r i n g  d a n c e r  w a s  f o l  l o w e d  b y  a
l o n g  f i l e  o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l  p e o p l e ,  a l l  m o u n t e d  o n  s u -
p e r b  a r a b  h o r s e s .

T h e  p r o c e s s i o n  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  p r e c e c i e c i ,
a c c o m p a n i e d  a n d  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  n o i s y ,  m o t l e y  c r o w d  t h a t  e x p r e s s e d  i t s
j o y  b y  h o w l  i n g ,  s h o u t i n g ,  w h i s t l  i n g ,  s i n g i n g  a n d  c l a p p i n g  t h e i r
h a n d  s .

A n o t h e r  t i m e  w e  h i r e d  a  s a i l i n g  b o a t  ( s m a l l  f e l u c c a ) ,  i r o s s e d  t h e
e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  C a n a l  a n d  w a l k e d  a l o n g  t h e  b a r e ,  f l a t ,  f i r m ,  s a n d y
b a n k  o f  t h e  A s i a t i c  c o a s t .  T h e  c h i  l d r e n  e n j o y e d  t h i s  d e l  i g h t f u l  -

s t r o l  l ,  l e a p t  I  i k e  c h a m o i s  a n d  s h o u t e d  j o y f u l  l y  e v e r y  t i m e  t h e y
f o u n d  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e t t y  s h e l l s  t h a t  a b o u n d  o n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n
b e a c h e s .  ( 2 )

I  a l s o  v i s i t e c i  t h e  C a n a l  C o m p a n y ' s  w o r k s h o p s ( 3 ) .  T h e y  h a v e  f i n e
m a c h i n e r y ,  r o d  a n d  w i r e  e x t r u d e r s ,  s t e a m  h a r m e r s ,  e t c .  T h e y  a r e
g o o d  w o r k s h o p s  b u t  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  N a v a l  s h i p y a r d s  a t  N i k o l a y e v .
T h e i r  o f f i c e  i s  a  h u g e ,  i n e l e g a n t ,  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  f u l l  o t  i d l e ,
l a z y ,  w a s t e f u l  c l e r k s  o n  f a t  s a l a r i e s ,  I  i k e  n i n e - t e n t h s  o f  E u r o p e a n
o f f i c i a l  s .  M a n y  r e c e i v e  f r o m  S 1 0  t o  € 4 O  p e r  m o n t h ( 4 )  w h i c h  t h e y
g a m b l e  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a t  r o u l e t t e  i n  t h e ' E l  D o r a d o '  ( c a s i n o ? )  o r
s q u a n d e r  o n  t h e  f e m a l e  d r u m - m a j o r  o f  t h e  o r c h e s t r a !

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  E g y p t i i r n s  a r e  r e s t l e s s  u n d e r  t h e  y o k e
o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p e n - p u s h e r s  w h o  l i v e  o n  t h e  f a t  o f  t h e  l a n d  a t
t h e i r  e x p e n s e ,  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  h o w  i n t e l  I  i g e n t  t h e  B e d o u i n s
w e r e ,  a l s o  t h e  E g y p t i a n  C o p t s ( 5 ) .  I n  T u r k e y  w e  f o u n d  s c a r c e l y  o n e
p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  w e  c o u l d  s p e a k  a  w o r d  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  l a n g u -
a g e s ,  b u t  b y  c o n t r a s t  i n  P o r t  S a i d  a l l  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  s a v a g e s
s p e a k  a  l i t t l e  G r e e k ,  l t a l i a n ,  E n g l i s h  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  F r e n c h .  M a n y
o f  t h e m  s p e a k  R u s s i a n  q u i t e  w e l l ,  h a v i n g  l e a r n e d  i t  o n  R u s s i a n s h i p s .

(3) (Cont'd) best of i t .  f t  is a Tong t ime since one has trav-
e77ed bg coastaT passenger ship between our eastern ports. In mg
case from QJd to Brisbane in 7932; Mel-bourne-Devo,ntrDrt in 7964;
and Sgdneg - BelJ- Bag for the f965 LF.A. Conference on the Empress
of  Aus t raT ia .
(7) Cotton gaTatea was popular in Austral- ia Tong agoi was used bg
Atabwonen fortheir 7ong, fTowing, :oo7 robes fot protection a-
gainst dust and st inging, wind-swept sand grains. Afso to hide
their l-imbs from the gaze of men, who can onlg see their eges
tl tough their gasmaks (vei7-Like face masks).

(2) 28 gears Tater JuLes canval-esced here after the Ga77ipo7i
campaign, in the nearJg-compJeted Suez CanaT Co's vast new engin-
eering works. (Theg buiTd al- l  their own dredges and tugs). Ihe
rest of the area was stil-l- bare sand for endTess m:-Zes but 47
gears 7ater, on our l-962 worid tr ip, i t  was quite a citg (Port
Fuad) .

(3) I t  was in the town at that t ime but nearing obsoTescence in
Dec f975 and was TargeTg staffed bg l tal ian, French and German
engineets.

(4) Big moneg in 1887!

(5) See ang good encgcTopedia for data on these remarkabLe Chris-
tian Eggptians and Ethiopians, who derive from ancient Eggpt.
Theg numbered about one niTTion in Eggpt in 7975.
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O n e  a l s o  b e c o m e s  v e r y  q u i c k l y  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t h e  n e g r o e s  w h o s e  c o l -

o u r  i s  n o t  u n e x p e c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  b u r n i n g  s u n .  l l o r t e n s e  d i s l i k e s

t h e i r  f e e t  a n d  h a n d s  w h i c h  a r e  l i k e  d r i e d  t o a d ' s  f l i p p e r s !  M a n y  o f

t h e m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  S o u d a n e s e ,  h a v e  a  g r a n d  m a n n e r  a n d  a  p r o u d ,

m a j e s t i c  g a i t .  T h e  m a r k e t  s w a r m s  w i t h  c h a r m i n g  I  i t t l e  n e g r o  b o y s

w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n t  e y e s  a n d  b r i g h t  f a c e s .  O n e  m u s t  n e v e r  h a v e  s e e n
a n y  o f  t h e m  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  d e v -

e l o p m e n t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  m a n y  n a t i v e s  h a v e  s e r i o u s  e y e  a f f l  i c  t i o n s -
F i v e  o u t  o f  s i x  s e e m  t o  h a v e  t o t a l  o r  p a r t i a l  c a t a r a c t  o r  s o m e
o t h e r  d i s e a s e .  I  d o u b t  a  l o c a l  b e l  i e f  t h a t  n i g h t  d e w  a n d  s a l t  d u s t

a r e  t h e  c a u s e ,  f o r  t o  m y  v i e w  t h e  b l a m e  c o u l d  w e l l  b e  o n  t h e i r h e a d -
w e a r ,  t h e  E g y p t i 6 n  f e z ,  w h i c h  e x p o s e s  t h e  e y e  t o  f i e r c e  s u n  a l l  c i a y
( 1 ) .

T h e  E n g l i s h  a p p e a r  t o  b e  f e a r e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i k e d  h e r e ,  w h e r e  t h e r e
i s  k i n d l y  s e n t i m e n t  f o r  l " l r  d e  L e s s e p s  a n d  t h e  F r e n c h ,  w h o s e  c a n a l
h a s  b r o u g h t  m u c h  w e a l t h  t o  E g y p t .  \ , J e  h a v e  m e t  s o m e  p l e a s a n t  p e o p l e
d u r i n g  o u r  s t a y  h e r e :  a m o n g  o t h e r s  a n  e x - R u s s i a n  M a r i n e  o f f i c e r  a n d

h i s  C r e o l e  w i f e  f r o m  M a r t i n i q u e ;  M r  H e r m a n n ,  f o r e m a n  o f  t h e  C a n a l
C o r s  w o r k s h o p s ,  a  k i n d l y  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  m a n .

SV/ I  SS RES I  D ING AT PORT SAI  D

F i n a l  l y  t h e r e  w e r e  a  f e w  f e l l o i ^ r - S w i s s :  p h a r m a c i s t  P e r r i n  a n d  h i s
n u r s e  M i s s  M e r i e r  o f  C h a t e a u  d r O e x ;  T a s s e r a  a n d  P e r i n o n i ,  c o n t r a c t -
o r s  o f  T e s s i n a ;  F u r e r ,  a  Z u r i c h  w a t c h m a k e r  w h o  h a s  a  f i n e  s h o p ;  M r
B r o t e  a  c h a r m i n g  f e l l o w ;  J e a n  L o u i s  o f  V a u d  a n d  l a s t l y  M r  E d o u a r d
B o r l o z  o f  L o w e r  0 r m o n t s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  C a n a l  C o m p a n y r s  c l e v e r e s t  t r a d -

e s m e n .  \ . / e  h a d  o n e  j o l  l y  a n d  c o n v i v i a l  e v e n i n g  d i s c u s s i n g  S w i t z e r -
I  a n d r  s  p r o b l  e m s  a n d  p o l  i  t  i  c s  .

M y  d e a r  f r i e n d s ,  I  m a y  b e  i m p o s i n g  o n  y o u r  p a t i e n c e ,  b u t  I  a m
s t i c k i n g  f a i t h f u l l y  t o  m y  p r o m i s e  t o  k e e p  y o u  p o s t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n c i -
d e n t s  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  o u r  j o u r n e y .  l t  s h o u l d  b e  f a i r l y  c l e a r
t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  d o w n h e a r t e d  o r  s h o r t  o f  g o o d  h u m o u r .  l t

s e e m s  u s e l e s s  t o ' b a s h  o n e r s  h e a d  a g a i n s t  a  w a l l ;  f a r  b e t t e r  t o  l o o k
f o r  a  s p o t  w h e r e  o n e  m a y  c l  i m b  o v e r  i t !

A  M r  T . . .  ,  w h o  l e f t  R u s s i a  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  t o  g o  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  h a s
b e e n  w a i t i n g  h e r e  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  f o r  a  f a v o u r a b l e  s h i p !  H e  h a s  d e c -
i d e d  t o  l e a v e  o n  t h e  s a m e  s h i p  w i t h  u s ,  p l u s  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t w e l v e -
y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r .  W e  d i d  o u r  b e s t  t o  d i s s u a d e  h i m  f o r  t h o u g h  h o n -
e s t  a n d  w e l l - e d u c a t e d ,  h e  s a d l y  l a c k s  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  s e n s e  o f  t a c t
a n d  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  a  d i s a g r e e a b l e  c o m p a n i o n .  0 u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s
w e r e  r e a l i s e d  f o r  o u r  o n l y  a n n o y a n c e s  o n  t h e  j o u r n e y  a r o s e  f r o m
t h i s  d i s a g r e e a b l e  f a m i  l y .  I  s h a l l  s a y  n o  m o r e  o t h e r  t h a n  t l r a t  h e
s o l d  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  f u r n i t u r e  i n  g r e a t  h a s t e  a n d  r a f f l e d  t h e  r e s t ,

s e l l i n g  5 0 0  o n e - f r a n c  t i c k e t s  i n  t w o  d a y s ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f

o t h e r  l o c a l  R u s s i a n s  a n d  t h e  k i n d l y  M r  H e r m a n n .
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D a y b r e a k  o n  V / e d  9  N o v .  5 6 *  u s  f i n i s h i n g  o u r  p a c k i n g  w h i l e  s o m e
w e n t  o f f  t o  t n e  s h i p p i n g  o f f i c e  a n d  t o  m a k e  e n q u i r i e s  o n  b o a r d  t h e
s h i p  w h i c h  h a d  j u s t  a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  h a r b o u r  ( S . S .  ' 0 r i e n t ' ) .  D e s -
p i t e  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  w a s  f u l l  t o  o v e r f l o w i n g ,  w e  w e r e  a c c e p t e d  a t
S l 5  f o r  t h e  l a d i e s  a n d  & 1 2  f o r  t h e  m e n ,  o n  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  t h e
l a d i e s  a n d  c h i l c i r e n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e r t h s ,  w h i l e  t h e  m e n  w o u l d  s e t t l e -
i n  w h a t e v e r  w a y  t h e y  c o u l d !  l / e  j o y f u l  l y  a c c e p t e d  f o r  t h i s  a l  l o w e d
u s  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  P o r t  S a i d  a n d  t h e  w a s t e . f u l  e r o s i o n  o f  o u r  s l e n d -
e r  f i n a n c e s ;  a l s o  a  s i n g l e  c a s e  o f  c h o l e r a  ( i n  t h e  t o w n  o r  o n  t h e
s h i p )  c o u l d  h a v e  h e l d  u s  u p  f o r  m o n t h s  o r  e v e n  y e a r s .

I  w e n t  t o  t h e  d o c k s  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  c o l l e c t  o u r  f o u r  l a r g e  t r u n k s
w h i l e  l " l r  P i l l o u d  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  s m a l I  l u g g a g e  a n d  m y  f a m i l y .  A l l
s h i p s  a n c h o r  h e r e  s o  I  g o t  t h e m  a l l  o n  t o  a  t e n d e r  w h i l e  w a i t i n g
f o r  t h e  l u g g a g e  w h i c h  a r r i v e d  a t  l a s t .  T h e  m o m e n t  i t  w a s  p u t  o n
t h e  s h o r e  i t  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  s w a r m  o f  s w a r t h y  b o a t m e n  q u a r r e l -
I  i n g  a n d  a b u s i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  d r e a d f u l  l y ,  I  i k e  b i r d s  o f  p r e y .  M r .
P i l l o u d ,  E m i l e  a n d  I  b e g a n  t o  s w i n g  o u r  c a n e s  l i k e  t h r e s h e r s  s w i n g
a  f l a i f .  W e  s c a t t e r e d  3 0  b u z z a r c i s  i n  l e s s  t h a n  a  m i n u t e ,  r e t a i n -
i n g  o n l y  o n e  t o  l o a d  o u r  l u g g a g e  o n  h i s  b o a t  a n d  r o w  t o  t h e  s h i p ( 2 ) .

(1) Venereal disease and f7g infestat ion probablg plag the maj-
or part in their ege affJic,. t jons. Mg pal Bi lJ- (W.H.) Rudd and
I drove in a fiacre for an hour through the teeming hordes in
the then squalid and vast native quarter of Cairo in 7975, and
were appaTJed at the high percenXage of aduTts and chiLdrenwith
obvious ege disease and various degtees of bLindness. ?heir san-
itat ion was also quite depTorabTe. We were even warned that
smal-7 market gardeners artiving in town with dust-covered straw-
berries and the 7ike, would resort to micturition to remove the
dust! Fortunatelg Cofonef .n/asser achieved unbeJ.ievable reforms.

(2) In f9L5 the A-I-F. had Xo 7ag about them on swarms of ped-
-l.ars and touXs at times, with the ganes theg al-L carried. How-
ever, in 7962 Cairo and other cit ies were unbel- ievablg free of
beggars, due to modern reforms.

On Teave pass in Cairo Xhe A.I-F. fol- l-owed the Brit ish Armg pra-
ctice of carrging short swagger canes - officers otten had waLk-
ing st icks -as a means of maintaining a smart, soldierTg appear-
ance, and eTiminating the sLovenLg habit of Tounging about with
hands in trouser pckets! The 'other ranks' of the A.I.F. in
London Jater on, prefetred 'hands in pnckets' and wete not noted
for  ' soc ia f '  saTut ing !
In London, Marg Tancred, with her oTdest brother an ex 'scotch

gregs' Tanded gentrg, and two others a generaT and an Admiral,
woufd never J-et me catrg a parceT for her in pubTic - British
Off icers just did not do thatttheg onTg carr ied gToves and a
stick. It made for smattness and freed ones hand fot reciprocal-
saTut ing !
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O N  B O A R D  S . S .  ' O R I E N T I

T h e  a m i a b l e  a n d  q u i e t l y  e f f i c i e n t  o f f i c e r s  g a v e  u s  a  f r i e n d l y  w e l -
c o m e  a b o a r d .  O u r  l u g g a g e  w a s  p i l e d  o n  t h e  d e c k  a n d  w e  w e r e  l i n e d
u p  f o r  a  p e r s o n a l  c h e c k  t h e n  a  b r i e f  e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  s h i p ' s  d o c -
t o r  b e f o r e  w e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  f o r m a l l y  b o a r d  t h e  s h i p ,

S o  t h a t  y o u  m a y  e a s i l y  f o l l o w  m y  s t o r y ,  h e r e  f o l l o w s  a  b r i e f  d e s -
c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r 0 r i e n t '  o f  t h a t  L i n e  ( 1 ) .  G l a s g o w - b u i  l t  i n  1 8 7 9
s h e  i s  4 4 5  f t  l o n g ,  4 l  w i d e ,  o f  5 , J 6 !  t o n s ,  d r i v e n  b y  e n g i n e s
o f  5 , 0 0 0  h . p .  a n d  h a s  s e v e n  b u l k h e a c i  c o m p a r t m e n t s .  A f t  o f  t h e
c r e w r s  f o r c a s t l e  i s  a  v e r y  b i g  t h i r d - c l a s s  s e c t i o n  w i t h  t w o  r o w s  o f
t w o - t i e r  b u n k s  a n d  p i n e  t a b l e s .  A b o v e  t h i s  c i e c k  a r e  c a b i n s  a n d  a -
b o v e  t h o s e  a g a i n  i s  t h e  s p a c i o u s  d i n i n g  r o o m ;  a b o v e  t h a t  a r e  t h e
f i  r s t - c l a s s  c a b i n s  a n d  p o o p  d e c k .  L a r g e  p u n k a s  a b o v e  t h e  d i n i n g
t a b l e s  a r e  s t e a m - d r i v e n  d u r i n g  m e a l s  ( H e n r y  t h e n  d e s c r i b e s  m o r e  o f
t h e  s h i p  i n  d e t a i l  a n d  c o n t i n u e s ) :

F u r t h e r  a s t e r n  i s  t h e  l a d i e s r  t h i r d - c l a s s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m e n ' s  a n d
n e a r  t h e i r  c a b i n s  i s  a  d o o r  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  a r e a ,  o n l y  o p e n  f r o m  8  a .
m .  t o  B  p . m .  A l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s h i p  a r e  t h e  t h i r d - c l a s s  p r o m -
e n a d e  d e c k s .

T h e r 0 r i e n t r h a s  f o u r  m a s t s  w i t h  y a r d s ,  s a i l s  a n d  r i g g i n g ,  t h a t
g i v e  t h i s  s p l e n d i d  s h i p  a  v e r y  h a n d s o m e  a p p e a r a n c e .  A  b i g  s t r e a m
o f  s e a w a t e r  i s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p u m p e d  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h i p  c a r r y i n g
w a s t e s  o v e r b o a r d  f r o m  g a l l e y s ,  b u t c h e r y ,  b a k e r y ,  b a t h r o o m s  a n d
t o i  I  e t s .

H o r t e n s e ,  L i  n a  a n d  t h e  c h i  l d r e n  w e r e  a l  l o t t e d  f o u r  b u n k s  i  n  t h e
t h i r d  c l a s s  a n d  t w o  f o r  t h e  R u s s i a n s .  T h e  E n g l i s h  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e
v e r y  f r i e n d l y  a n d  h e l p f u l .  I  w a s  g i v e n  a  b u n k  i n  a  t i n y  c a b i n
w i t h  t h r e e  E n g l i s h m e n ,  m y  b u n k  b e i n g  t h e  s h o r t e s t  i n  t h e  s h i p  b e -
c a u s e  o f  a  s t e a m  p i p e  a t  i t s  f o o t  ( t o  k e e p  m y  f e e t  w a r m  i n  t h e
t r o p i c s ! ) .  H o w e v e r ,  I  a m  h a p p y  f o r  I  a m  n e a r  m y  f a m i l y  i n  c a s e  o f
n e e d  -  t h r o u g h  t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d o o r .  E m i  l e  a n d  M r .  T .  h a v e  b u n k s
f o r w a r d ,  a  m i l e  a w a y .  W e  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  b u t  h a p p y  t o  b e  o n  o u r  w a y
a t  l a s t .  I  w a s  a l s o  p l e a s e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  c o m m u n i c a t e  q u i t e
w e l  I  w i t h  m y  n e w l y - l e a r n e d  E n g l  i s h !

T h e r e ' g o e s  t h e  d i n n e r  g o n g !  T h e  f i r s t  d a y  w e  d i n e d  i n  t h e  l a d i e s '
c a b i n s  b u t  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  d i n e
i n  t h e  a l l o t t e d  a r e a s .  T h i s  w a s  s e r i , o u s  a n c i  s p o i l e d  t h e  p l e a s u r e
o f  t h e  v o y a g e  f o r  u s  s o  I  o b t a i n e d  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  o u r  f a m i l y  t o
d i n e  o n  d e c k .  T h e  a d v a n t a g e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w e  a r e  t o g e t h e r ,
c a n  e n j o y  o u r  o w n  m e a l s  a n d  a l s o  f r e s h  a i r  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e
c a s e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  d i n e  b e l o w .

fTUcKERI  oN THE r  oR I  ENT '

I ' l e  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  f o o d  i s  p l a i n ,  e v e n  c o a r s e . ,  b u t  g o o d  a n d  p l e n -

t i f u l .  T h e  m e a t  e s p e c i a l l y ,  e v e n  i f  t o o  f a t ,  i s  o f  f i r s t  q u a l i t y .
The menu is  changed every  day  o f  the  week.  Here  are  a  few o f  them:
l .  T h i c k  p e a  s o u p ;  f r e s h  u n d e r d o n e  r o a s t  b e e f  E n g l i s h  s t y l e  w i t h
p o t a t o e s  i n  t h e i r  j a c k e t s ;  s w e e t e n e d  r i c e  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  2 .
0 a t m e a l  p o r r i d g e ;  c o r n e d  b e e f  a n d  b e a n s ;  b l a n c  m a n g e  ( k i s s e l )  t h a t
t a s t e d  o f  s t a r c h ! ;  3 .  R i c e  s o u p ;  e x c e l  l e n t  A u s t r a l  i a n  c o l d  p r e s -
e r v e d  m e a t  a n d  b e a n s ;  l e m o n  s q u a s h ,  e t c .  A t  8  a . m .  t h e y  g i v e  u s
m e a t  o r  o t h e r  s o u p  o f  w h i c h  w e  r a r e l y  p a r t a k e ,  c o f f e e  w i t h  m i l k .
T h i s  l a t t e r  i s  n o t  u p  t o  m u c h  b u t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  l i t t l e  c o n d e n -
s e d  m i l k  m a k e s  i t  q u i t e  d r i n k a b l e .  A t  4  p . m .  t h e y  g i v e  u s  t e a .

O u r  E n g l i s h  f r i e n d s  h a v e  a  s t r a n g e  w a y  o f  m a k i n g  t e a .  T h e y  p u t
m i l k  a n d  s u g a r  i n  i t  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  a n  u n a p p e t i s i n g  d r i n k  o f  p o o r
a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  f l a v o u r ,  s o  w e  m a k e  o u r  o w n  t e a ( 2 ) .  A t  8  p . m .  t h e y
s e r v e  s h i p r s  b i s c u i t  a n d  D u t c h  c h e e s e .  I  f o r g o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t
m o r n i n g  a n d  e v e n i n g  e v e r y o n e  i s  g i v e n  a  f r e s h  r o l l ,  b a k e d  d a i l y  o n
t h e  s h i p .  F r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  w e  a r e  g i v e n  a  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e
f o u r  o r c l c c k  t e a :  m a c a r o o n s  a n d  e x c e l  l e n t  s t e w e d  f i g s ,  r i c e  a n d
s t e w e d  p r u n e s  ( v e r y  g o o d ) ,  s t r a w b e r r y  j a m  e t c .  0 n  S u n d a y s  d i n n e r
i s  i n v a r i a b l y  t o p p e d  o f f  w i t h  a  p l u m  p u d d i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a l w a y s
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  c a n  e a t ;  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  g o o d  f o o d  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e
s e a  e v e r y  d a y  i s  i n c r e d i b l e .

T h e  s h i p  g o t  u n d e r  w a y  a t  a b o u t  1  p . m ,  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  h a v i n g  d i n n e r
b u t  w e  w e r e  s o o n  o n  d e c k  t o  a d m i r e  t h e  s h o r e s  - a  r e a l  d i s a p p o i n t -
m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  t r a v e r s e d  b y  t h e  C a n a l  i s  u t t e r l y  b a r r e n  a n d
d e s e r t e d ,  s c o r c h i n g  s a n d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  e y e  c a n  s e e .  F r o m  t h e  s a l t
l a k e s  o c c u r r i n g  a t  i n t e r v a l s  o n e  c a n  s e e  t h a t  a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,
g e o l o g i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a l l  t h e s e  p l a c e s  w e r e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e
s e a  a n d  d e  L e s s e p s  h a s  o n l y  r e s t o r e d  n a t u r e  t o  i t s  p r i m e v a l  s t a t e !

T h e  C a n a l  i t s e l f  d o e s  n o t  i m p r e s s  u s  f o r  i t  i s  o n l y  6 5  t o  J J  n e t -
r e s  w i d e .  I  t  n e e d s  a n  e f f o r t  o f  o n e t s  i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  v i s u a l  i s e  a l  I
t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  F r e n c h m a n  h a d  t o  o v e r c o m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y
t h o s e  o f  e t h i c s  a n d  p r e j u d i c e .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k s  i n
t h e  C a n a l  a t  a l l  f o r  i t  w a s  o n l y  a n  e x c a v a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  T h e  G o t h -

(1) In 7908 and J-909 I saw the 'Orient '  two or three t imes per
gear from the Wgnnum train, tied up at Pinkenba wharf and often
wondered how theg coped with sparks from the funneT to avoid
burning the furLed sai-Zs. She'd then be 35 gears o7d and was
Later repTaced.

(2) Russjan stgTe with no addit ion except a f i t t fe sTice of
lemon i f  ava iJ -ab l -e .  r  s t i77  have here  a t 'Shadg Gums '  the  ba t t -
ered remajns of the familg samovar but theg probabTg did not use
it on the ship as i ts water is kept boiTing for tea-making bg an
oDen centrai tube of charcoaL f ire.
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a r d  t u n n e l  w a s  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s  r e g a r d s  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  e n g i n e e r

i n g  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  C a n a l  i s  q u i  t e  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  c o P e  w i t h  t h e  v a s t
a m o u n t  o f  s h i p p i n g  t h a t  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  i t ,  n o r  i s  i t  d e e p  e n o u g h ,
a l t h o u g h  p o w e r f u l  d r e d g e s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  e n g a g e d  i n  i m p r o v i n g  i t .

THE SUEZ CANAL

0 u r  s h i p  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  f i  I  I  u p  w i t h  c o a l  a t  P o r t  S a i d  b e c a u s e  i t

w o u l d  h a v e  d r a w n  t o o  m u c h  w a t e r .  \ , J e  h a d  a l s o  t o  m o v e  s l o w l y ,  a t
l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  k n o t s  p e r  h o u r  a n d  t o u c h e d  b o t t o m  a t  t i m e s ,  w h i c h  w a s
a  g r e a t  w o r r y  f o r  t h e  C a p t a i n .  l t  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  t h e  P o o r  

r T o u r g u -

e n i e f r ( l )  p l o u g h i n g  a l o n g  t h e  L i m a n  a t  A k k e r m a n .  A t  i n t e r v a l s  t h e r e
a r e  s i d i n g s  - w i d e r  p l a c e s  - w h e r e  s h i p s  c a n  s t o p  t o  l e t  o t h e r s  p a s s .

M o r e o v e r ,  a s  t h e  C a n a l  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - l  i t ,  a l l  s h i p s  h a v e
t o  s t o p  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e c i d e d  t o  l i g h t  t h e  C a n a l  w i t h  e l e c t r i c -
i t y  a n d  t o  w i d e n  i t  b u t  t h e  c o m p a n y  i s  i n  n o  h u r r y ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t

s h i p s  m u s t  u s e  i t s  C a n a l .  W e  s a w  s o m e  w o r k  i n  p r o g r e s s  a n d  i t  w a s
p i t i f u l  t o  s e e .  S o m e  A r a b s  w e r e  l i s t l e s s l y  f i l l i n g  t w o  w o o d e n  b o x e s

w i t h  s a n d  a n d  t h e n  h u n g  t h e m  o n  t h e  s i d e s  o f  c a m e l s  w h i c h  t h e n
p l o d d e d  s l o w l y  a w a y  f o r  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  w h e r e  t h e  s a n d  w a s  d u m p e d .

T h e  s a m e  m e t h o d  w a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  a n c i e n t  P h a r o a h s  a n d  t h e
F r e n c h  e n g i n e e r s  o u g h t  t o  d i e  o f  s h a m e  f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  d e v i s e d  a
b e t t e r  m e t h o d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ( 2 ) .

T o w a r d s  e v e n i n g  w e  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  s e e i n g  v a s t  f l o c k s  o f  p e l i -

c a n s  o n  a  s a l t  l a k e  a n d  t h e n  w e  s t o p p e d  a n d  t i e d  u p  t o  t h e  b a n k  f o r

t h e  n i g h t .

T h u r  1 0  N o v  w a s  a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  y e s t e r d a y r s  m o n o t o n o u s  s c e n e r y  a n d
a n n o y i n g  f o r  a l l  o n  b o a r d .  I n  o r d e r  t o  l i v e n  t h i n g s  u p  a  b i t  a n d

t o  r b r e a k  t h e  i c e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  E n g l  i s h  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o u r s ,  I  s t a r t e d
s o m e  r o u n d  d a n c e s ,  i n t o  w h i c h  w e  g r a d u a l l y  i n v i t e d  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n
w h o  c a m e  n e a r .  W h e n  w e  w e r e  t i r e d ,  I  g o t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s i n g  i n
c h o r u s .  ' N o w  i t r s  y o u r  t u r n , r  I  s a i d  t o  t h e  E n g l  i s h  c h i l d r e n .  T h e v
w e r e  a  b i t  s h y  s o  I  a s k e d  o n e  m o t h e r  t o  h e l p  t h e m .  T h e y  t h e n  s a n g
s o m e  h a p p y  c h o r u s e s  e x t r e m e l y  w e l I .

T h e  d e l  i g h t e d  m o t h e r s  g a t h e r e d  r o u n d  a s  d i d  a l  I  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  w h o
h a d  a n y  v o i c e  a n d  s o o n  w e  w e r e  h a v i n g  a  m o n s t e r  c o n c e r t  a n d  s a n g  a -
b o u t  t h i r t y  s o n g s .  S o m e  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  u s  a n d  a l l  w e r e  m o s t  e n j o y -
a b l e .  ' l t  i s  a m a z i n g , '  s a i d  E m i l e ,  r o n e  w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  h a d
k n o w n  t h e s e  w o r t h y  f o l k  a l l  o u r  I i v e s ! '  A n d  t h a t  i s  w h a t  w e  d i d

a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  T a r t a r i n  a t  R i g h i  ( 3 )  g e t t i n g  t h e  E n g l  i s h  t o
d a n c e  a n d  s i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  w e  w e r e  a t  s e a !

B u t  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  t o  t h i s  e v e n t !  T h e  g o o d  l a d y  w h o  h a d  h e l p e d  u s

t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  k e e n  m u s i c  e n t h u s i a s t ,  a l t h o u g h

s h e  h a d  a  v o i c e  a s  r a u c o u s  a s  a  c r a c k e d  k e t t l e .  L o n g  a f t e r  a l l  t h e

o t h e r s  h a d  d i s p e r s e d  s h e  w a s  s t i l l  c r o a k i n g  a w a y  a t  h e r  h y m n s ;  I
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s h r e w d l y  s l i p p e d  a w a y  t o  s u p p e r  a n d  w h e n  I  c a m e  b a c k  w a s  h o r r i f i q d
t o  f i n d  h e r  s t i l l  b a n g i n g  a w a y  a t  h e r  k e t t l e !  |  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  f o r
s t o n e ,  w o o d ,  o a k u m ,  t a r ,  a n y t h i n g  t o  b l o c k  u p  t h o s e  f l o o d  g a t e s
b u t  i t  w a s  w a s t e d  e f f o r t !  H e r  i r r e s i s t i b l e  t o r r e n t  d i d  n o t  s t o o
t i l l  m i d n i g h t  w h e n  a l  I  t h e  h y m n s  w e r e  e x h a u s t e d !

F r i  l 1  N o v .  T o d a y  f o r  a  c h a n g e  w e  s a w  o n  o u r  r i g h t  s o m e  g r a y d i s -
m a l ,  r o c k y  h i l l s  r i s i n g  t o  a  p e a k  a b o v e  a  m a r s h y  p l a i n  w i t h  a  l i t -
t l e  v e g e t a t i o n ,  s l i g h t l y  r e s e m b l  i n g  t h e  s c e n e r y  o n  t h e  r o a d  f r o m
V i  l l e n e u v e  t o  A i g l e ( 4 ) .

L i t t l e  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n s  a d o r e d  t h e i r  N i  l e ,  t h a t
t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  C r e a t o r  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ?  l t  c r e a t -
e d  a n d  c o n s t a n t l y  r e n e w e d  t h e i r  r i v e r  p a r a d i s e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e
f r  i g h t f u l  d e s e r t s  t h a t  s u r r o u n d  i  t  o n  a l  I  s i d e s .

\ " / e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  a t  8  a . m .  a t  S U E Z  a f t e r  t a k i n g  t w o  d a y s  t o  t r a v -
e r s e  t h e  C a n a l r s  1 5 0  k m .  A b o v e  t h e  c u r t a i n  o f  t r e e s  a n d  a  f e w
h o u s e s  o n  t h e  s h o r e  w e  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  m o s q u e s  a n d  h o u s e s  o f  S u e z
s i t u a t e d  h a l f  a n  h o u r r s  w a l k  f u r t h e r  o n  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  a  r o c k v
m o u n t a i n  m a s s .

D e s p i t e  t h e  e n t r e a t i e s  o f  t h e  A r a b  b o a t m e n  w e  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  l a n d -
i n g  t o  h a v e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  t o w n .  l t  w a s  l u c k y  f o r  u s  t h a t  w e  d i d
n o t  g o  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  w h o w e n t  a s h o r e  h i r e d  d o n k e y s  t o  t o w n  a n d  b a c k
f o r  a  s h i l l i n g  b u t  i n  t o w n  t h e y  w e r e  d e t a i n e d  a s  l o n g  a s  p o s s i b l e .
0 n  t h e  r e t u r n  j o u r n e y  t h e  d o n k e y - b o y s  l e d  t h e m  t o  a  I o n e l y  s p o t  a n d
w i t h  h o w l s  a n d  t h r e a t s  d e m a n d e d  m o r e  m o n e y .  S o m e  p a s s e n g e r s  l a i d
a b o u t  t h e m  w i t h  t h e i r  c a n e s  o t h e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  r e v o l v e r s  b u t  t h e
g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  g o t  b a c k  m i n u s  a n  e x t r a  f e e  o f  f i f t e e n ,  t w e n t y  a n d
e v e n  t w e n t y - f i v e  e x t r a  s h i  I  I  i n g s !

A f t e r  t a k i n g  o n  m o r e  c o a l  w e  w e i g h e d  a n c h o r  a t  l l  a . m .  a n d  s e t  o f f
d o w n  t h e  G u l f  o f  S u e z  w h i c h  i s  n e a r l y  J 0 0  k m  l o n g .  0 n  S a t  1 2  N o v
w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  R e d  S e a  w h o s e  h o r i z o n  h e r e  s e e m s  b o u n d l e s s .  l n  2 \
h o u r s  w e  t r a v e l  l e d  3 4 4  m i  l e s ( 5 ) .

( l)  A verg oLd DniesXer r iver steamer.

(2) In the dags before even horse-drawn graders, big pToughsand
earthscoops, horse drags, pick, shoveT and wheeJ- barrows, did the
earthworks on the Kingarog-Nanango raiTwag (1910-11), one of the
cheapest  - l . ines  in  QueensLand a t t3 ,000 per  mi7e ,  to taL  cos t !

(3) The marvefLous adventures of Daudet's fancitui hero in
'Tar ta r in  o f  Taras ion '  (1872) .

(4) The Rhone VaLfeg, south of the Chateau of Chil-7on.

(5) AppnxentJ-V nautical miTes (knots) which gives the quite re-
spectabTe speed at that time of l-4 knots; 29 geats J-ater our
troopship did 13 knots in the ned Sea on ng third war trip
through i t !
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T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d i s t a n c e  c o v e r e d :
I )  A  s m a l l  p r o p e l l o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  a  l o n g  w i r e l i n e  i s  t o w -
e d  b y  t h e  s h i p  a n d  i t s  s p i n  r o t a t e s  t h e  I i n e  w h i c h  a c t u a t e s  a  r e -
c o r d i n g  m e t e r  f i x e d  t o  t h e  s t e r n  r a i l  ( 1 ) ; f f )  a n o t h e r  o l d e r  p r o p e l -
l e r  t y p e  h a s  i t s  r e c o r d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  i t s e l f  a n d
h a s  t o  b e  h a u l e d  a b o a r d  f o r  r e a d i n g ;  I I I )  a b o u t  t e n  t i m e s  a  d a y  f o r
o n e  m i n u t e ,  m e a s u r e d  o n  t h e  c l e p s y d r a  ( w a t e r - c l o c k )  t h e y  r e e l  o u t  a
l o n g  c o r d  w i t h  k n o t s  i n  i t  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  w h i c h  i s  f i x e d  a  s m a l l  c o n -
i c a l  b a g  o r  d r o g u e .  T h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  2 4  h o u r s  i s  t h e n  c a l c u l a t e d .
W e  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t h e  l a s t  m e n t i o n e d  m e t h o d  s i n c e  w e  l e f t  S u e z .

S u n .  l 3 N o v .  D i v i n e  S e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  t o d a y  a t  l l  a . m .  a n d  w e  h a d  t h e
p l e a s u r e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  i t  i n  t h e  l a r g e  f i r s t - c l a s s  d i n i n g - r o o m .  T h e
a l t a r  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r o o m  w a s  c i r a p e d  w i t h  B r i t i s h  f l a g s .  T h e
c a p t a i n ,  a  f i n e  t y p e  o f  a  m a n  w i t h  a  c h e e r f u l  a n d  e x p r e s s i v e  f a c e ,
c o n d u c t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  o f f i c e r  w h o
a s s i s t e d  i n  c e r t a i n  p a r t s .  T h e  s e r v i c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  h y m n s  w i t h  o r -' g a n  

a - c o m p a n i m e n t ,  p r a y e r s ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  s a i d  a l o u d  b y  t h e
o f f i c i a n t  a n d  r e p e a t e d  s o f t l y  w o r d  f o r  w o r d  b y  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  a
l i t a n y  s u n g  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y  a n d  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e
B i b l e .  l t  i s  p l a i n  b u t  m o r e  p o e t i c a l  t h a n  o u r  o w n  s e r v i c e  w h i c h o n e
m u s t  a d m i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  d r y .

T h e  t u n e  o f  t h e  l i t a n y  a n d  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  h y m n s  a r e  r e m a r k a b l y  m e l -
o d i u s .  I  w a s  s u r p r i  s e d  t o  f i n d  h o w  t h i s  s i b i  l a n t  l a n g u a g e  l e n d s
i t s e l f  t o  t l i e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s u c h  p l e a s a n t  r e l  i g i o u s  m u s i c .  M o r e -
o v e r ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  h y m n  t u n e s  h a v e  a  f a s t e r  r h y t h m  t h a n  o u r s .  O n e
m i g h t  s a y  i t  w a s  l i k e  t h e  w i n g - b e a t s  o f  a  s o u l  r i s i n g ,  w h e r e a s  o u r
s a c r e d  s o n g s  h a v e  l o n g  p l a i n t i v e  n o t e s  l i k e  t h e  w a i l i n g  o f  e x i l e s
i n  m i s e r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r s u r s u m  c o r d a r  ( l  i f t  u p  y o u r  h e a r t s )  o f  a
t h a n k f u l  s o u l  !

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a  \ y ' e s l e y a n  m i s s i o n a r y  w h o  i s  t r a v e l l i n g  w i t h  u s  h e l d
a  s e r v i c e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  o u r  S w i s s  f r e e  c h u r c h e s ;  h y m n - s i n g i n g ,
s e r m o n  a n d  e x t e r l p o r e  p r a y e r s  e t c .  T h e  n u m . , e r o u s  C a t h o l  i c s  o n  t h e
s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  l r i s h ,  h a d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  i n  a n o t h e r  d i n i n g
sa l  oon.

T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  f a i r l y  h o t  t h a t  d a y  b u t  w e  h a d  a  c o o l i n g  s h o w e r  a n d
e n o u g h  c h o p p y  s e a  t o  m a k e  H o r t e n s e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  f o r  a  w h i l e .

M o n .  l 4 , N o v .  w a s  i n t e n s e l y  h o t  b u t  a  c o o l  h e a d w i n d  t e m p e r e d  t h e  h e a t
a n d  w e  s a w  a  s m a l l ,  d i s t a n t  i s l a n d .  I n  2 9  t r i p s  t h r o u g h  t h e  R e d
S e a  t h e  C a p t a i n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s . t h e  c o o l e s t  p a s s a g e  o f  a l l .
T h e  t e r n p e r a t u r e  i s  u s u a l  l y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  t h e  h o t  d e s e r t  w i n d s  t h a t
h e a t  t h e  s h i p  l i k e  a  f u r n a c e .  0 l d e r  o r  w e a k  p a s s e n g e r s  o f t e n  d i e
i n  t h i s  h o t  r e g i o n  a n d  a r e  b u r i e d  a t  s e a .

T H E  I N D I A N  O C E A N

A f t e r  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  B e b  e l  M a n d e b  w e  s e a r c h e d  t h e

c o a s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  a l l  s t e e p ,  b a r e  m o u n t a i n s ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  s i g h t
A d e n .  W e  t h e n  t u r n e d  n o r t h  i n t o  a  s m a l l  g u l f  a n d  t o  o u r  g r e a t  s u r -
p r i s e  s a w  A d e n  a m i d s t  i t s  r u g g e d  m o u n t a i n s .  \ , J e  a n c h o r e d  a t  J  p . m .
o n  T u e . l !  N o v .  ( W e  h a d  t h e  s a m e  s u r p r i s e  i n  1 9 6 2 . )

T h e  t o w n  p r o p e r  i s  o u t  o f  o u r  s i g h t  a n d  i s  o n  a  s m a l l  p l a i n  w h e r e
t h e y  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t r e e s  a n d  g r e e n e r y .  T h e r e  i s  a  g o v e r n -
m e n t ,  a n  A n g l o - l n d i a n  g a r r i s o n  w i t h  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  a  r e s e r v o i  r
h o l d i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  w a t e r  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  t o w n  a n d  g a r r i s o n  f o r  t h r e e
y e a r s !  0 u r  f u t u r e  B r i  t i  s h  c o m p a t r  i o t s  a r e  f a r - s i g h t e d  a n d  c a u t i o u s !

l l o  s o o n e r  h a d  w e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  t h a n  o u r  s h i p  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  a
s w a r m  o f  S o m a l i  n e g r o  c h i l d r e n ,  r e a l  l i t t l e  s a v a g e s  w i t h  f u z z y  h e a d s
a n d  o n l y  l o i n  c l o t h s  o n  t h e i  r :  s h i n i n g ,  d a r k  c h o c o l a t e  b o d i e s .  T h e y
c a m e  i n  l i t t l e  c i u g - o u t  c a n o e s  t w o  m e t r e s  l o n g  b y  3 0  c r n  w h i c h  t h e y
m a n a g e  w i t h  p a d d l e s ,  d i s p l a y i n g  g r e a t  s k i  I  l ,  g r a c e  a n d  e a s e .

W h e n  p a s s e n g e r s  t h r o w  c o i n s  i n t o  t h e  s e a  t h e s e  l i t t l e  d a r k i e s  a l l
s p r i n g  t o g e t h e r  f r o m  t h e i r  b o a t s  a n d  d i v e  w i t h  t h e  s p e e d  o f  a  s w a r m
o f  s t a r t l e d  f r o g s  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  p o n d .  T h e y  c a n  b e  s e e n  f a r  d o w n
i n  t h e  d e e p ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  w a t e r ,  p u s h i n g  a n d  f i g h t i n g  u n t i l  o n e  s u r -
f a c e s  t r i u m p h a n t l y  w i t h  t h e  c o i n  t h a t  h e  c a u g h t  l o n g  b e f o r e  i t  r e a -
c h e d  t h e  b o t t o m .  H e  h i d e s  i t  u n d e r  h i s  t o n g u e  a n d  c r i e d  o u t  t o  u s
w i t h  u n c o u t h  g u t t u r a l  w o r d s  t o  t h r o w  d o w n  m o r e  c o i n s .  I  s a w  s i x  o f
t h e m  d i v e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  c o i n s  f r o m  a n  u p p e r  d e c k ,  f r o m  a  h e i g h t  o f
e  i g h t  m e t r e s .

I n  n o  t i m e  a  s w a r m  o f  c o a l  p o r t e r s  s w o o p e d  o n t o  o u r  s h i p  w h i l e  b a r -
g e s  b r o u g h t  h u g e  s u p p l i e s  o f  c o a l  t h a t  w e r l l  n e e d  f o r  t h e  n o n - s t o p
c r o s s i n g  f r o m  A d e n  t o  A d e l a i d e .  F r o m  m a n y  b u m - b o a t s  t h a t  c a m e  a -
l o n g s i d e  w e  w e r e  o f f e r e c i  l e m o n s ,  b a n a n a s ,  c o c o n u t s ,  b a s k e t s  s h a p e d
I  i k e  a r t i s t i c  b e e - h i v e s ,  w a l k i n g  s t i c k s  f r o m  C e y l o n ,  l a c q u e r e d  b a s -
k e t s  a n d  w r i t i n g - d e s k s  f r o m  C h i n a  ( v e r y  c h e a p ) ,  a n t e l o p e  h o r n s ,
l e o p a r d  s k i n s ,  o s t r i c h  e g g s  a n d  f e a t h e r s  ( u n b e l  i e v a b l y  c h e a p ) ,  p F e -
s e r v e d  f r u i t ,  m i l k ,  m e a t ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

(1) This was in connnon use in 1915-19 (a 'paxent 7og') and succ-
eeded tgpes III and II, III being an ancient form. These methods
are not exact and are affected bg variation of known cutrents etc.
Henrg shouTd have known that the ship's posit ion was aTwags acc-
uratelg taken at noon bg sextant from the sun or at night bg the
moon or star tshots t  but the ;ntent 7og is a great standbg when
tobs. '  cannot be taken. The cuttents atound Cape of Good Hope
are so fast and seriouslg variabl-e that in 1919 in ONE night of
bad visibiTitg our familq troopship was 16 miLes from its true
posiXion. (To pass awag the t ime I acted on that vogage as ass-
istant navigating off icer, sometimes staging on the bridge t i77
midn ioh t  o r  2  a .m . ! Af ter  cToudg dags,  i f
the night was cJ-ear we took sights on a star with a sextant. The
ship's chronometer gave us the Tongitude. Modern computers have
reduced the t ime needed for caTculat ing a ' f ix ' ,  to a few minutes.)



T h e  n a t i v e  d e a l e r s  a n d  s o m e  J e w s  a r e  v e r y  c u n n i n g  a n d  p e s t e r  t h e
l i k e l y  c u s t o m e r  t i l l  t h e y  m a k e  a  s a l e  a t  a  t e n t h  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t a s k -
i n g  p r i c e ,  l t  i s  b e s t  t o  b e  v e r y  p a t i e n t  w i t h  t h e m  f o r  t h e y  j u s t
l o v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a n d - d i s l  i k e  a  p r o m p t  s a l e !  J u s t  b e f o r e  s a i  i  i n g
t i m e  o n e  c a n  g e t  q u i c k  b a r g a i n s ,  e s p e c i a l  l y  o f  l o c a l  p r o d u c e .
M y  d e a r  s i s t e r s - i n - l a w  a n d  p r e t t y  f r i e n d s ,  h a d  I  k n o w n  h o w  t o  s e n d
them to  you  I  wou ld  have  bough t  you  a  poud  o f  os t r i ch  f ea the rs  as
w e l l  a s  g a z e l l e  h o r n s  f o r  t h e  g u n s h o t s .  A l l  t h i s  h u b b u b  w a s  q u i t e
a n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  b u t  t o w a r d s  e v e n i n g  y o u  c o u l d  n o t  e a s i l y  t e l l  a
Eu ropean  f rom a  neg ro  because  f i ne  coa l  dus t  cove red  the  whore  sh ip ;
w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  p e r s p i r a t i o n  w e  w e r e  a l  I  t i n t e d  b l a c k .
0n  vJed  15  Nov  we  l e f t  Aden  a t  6  a .m .  and  headed  due  wes t  s t ra iqh t
towards  cape  Garda fu i  on  t he  t i p  o f  r he  Ho rn  o f  A f r i ca .  The  su i
rose  magn i f i cen t l y  ove r  t he  A rab ian  moun ta ins .  A t  noon  we  had  done
9 0  m i l e s  a n d  a t  d a w n  o n  T h u r s .  l / N o v .  w e  s i g h t e d  t h e  c a p e ,  w n o s e
r o u n d e d  m o u n t a i n s ,  v a l l e y s  a n d  s a n d y  p l a i n s  g l  i t t e r e d  i n  t h e  s u n r i s e
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  t r a c e  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  o r  h i b i t a t i o n ,
T h e  c h i  l d r e n  e s p e c i g l  l y ,  b y t  t h e  g r o w n - u p s  a l s o ,  a r e  d e l  i g h t e d  t o
s e e  t w o  s p e c i e s  o f  f l y i n g - f i s h e s ,  l a r g e  b l a c k  o n e s  a n d  s m i l l  o n e s .
T h e y  g l  i t t e r  i n  t h e  s u n l  i g h t  I  i k e  s i l v e r  l e a v e s  a s  t h e y  l e a p  i n
d r o v e s  f r o m  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s h i p l s  b o w ,  r e s e m b l i n g  a  f l o c i <  o f
s ta r t l ed  swa l l ows .  some  o f  t hem land  on  the  deck  a id  resemb le  sa rd -
i n e s  w i t h  b a t s t w i n g s .

0n  sa tu rday  we  were  i n  m id -ocean ;  we  cou ld  see  on l y  wa te r  and  a  f ew
co t tony  c louds  to  b reak  the  ocean rs  mono tony  bu t  as  we  s team peace -
f u l l y  a l o n g t t h e  s e a - f l o o r  i s  1 5 , 0 0 0  f e e t  u n d e r  u s  i n  a  g r e a t  a b y s s ,
t r e n c h  o r r d e e p r .  l t  w o u l d  b e  f r i g h t e n i n g  o n  l a n d  b u t  i e  a r e  s a f e
a s  i f  o n  t e r r a  f i r m a  f o r  J o h n  B u l l  a n d  h i s  s h i p  i n s p i r e  u s  w i t h  c o n -
f i d e n c e .  w e  a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  a c t u a r i y  w e  a r e  a i l  i n
g o o d  h e a l t h  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e  f r e s h  a i r  t h a t  o n e  b r e a i h e s  o n  d e c k .
ACROSS THE EQUATOR

Today ,  Sun  the  20 th ,  we  c rossed  the  Equa to r  a t  abou t  6  a .m . ,  a lmos t
w i t h o u t  n o t i c i n g  i t .  T h e  o l d  c u s t o m s  a r e  p a s s i n g .  l n  f o r m e r  t i m e s
o n e  o f  t h e  s e a m e n  r i g g e d  o u t  i n  a  b i g  b e a r d  a n d  l r m e d  w i t h  a  t r i d e n t ,
w o u l d . r e p r e s e n t  N e p t u n e  a n d  w o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s h i p  f o r  a  b r i e f
p e r i o d .  H e  w o u l d  l e c t u r e  t h e  c a p t a i n  a n d  r e p r i m a n d  i " r i m ;  t r e  w o u l d  a d -
m j n i s t e r  t o  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  t h e  t b a p t i s m  o f  i t r "  t i n e ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e
s h i p r s  p u m p s ;  f i n a l l y  h e  w o u l d  m a k e  e a c h  p a s s e n g e r  s i t  i n  a  b a r b e r r s
c h a . i r ,  s h a v i n g  t h o s e  w h o  g a v e  a  b i g  t i p  w i t h  a  i o o a  r a z o r ,  a n d  t h o s e
w i t h  a  k n i f e  w h o  g a v e  l e s s ,  a n d  w i i h  a  w o o d e n . - r " p e r  h e r d  r s h a v e r
t h o s e  w h o  g a v e  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l ( ; l ) !  N o w a o a y s  w e  a r e  m o r e  p r a c t i c a r
and  more  p rosa i c .  we  do  no t  l i ke  t o  be  dowsed  w i th  sea -wa te r  and  a -
b o v e  a l l  d o  n o t  l i k e  t o  b e  f l e e c e d !
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T h e  c h i l d r e n  p a r d o n a b l y ,  a n d  a  g e n t l e m a n  w h o  t a u g h t  G e o g r a p h y  f o r
t w e n t y  y e a r s  l e s s  p a r d o n a b r y ,  w e r e  q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  n o  f i n e
b l a c k  l i n e ,  a s  o n  t h e  m a p s ,  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  o n  t h e  w a t e r !  T h e  d a y s
h a v e  r r e c o m e  w a r m e r ,  t h e  s k y  c l e a r ,  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  h a v e  a l t e r e d
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  s t a r s  a r e  m o r e  e a s i r y  s e e n  t h a n  i n  E u r o p e r s
c l o u d y  s k i e s .

T h e  P o l e  S t a r  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  t h e  G r e a t  B e a r  h a s  h i s  t a i l  o v e r
t h e  h o r i z o n !  O n l y  V e n u s  ( h a p p y  o m e n )  f a i t h f u l  r y  k e e p s  c o m p a n y  w i t h
u s  a n d  s h i n e s  q u i t e . b r i l l  i a n t l y .  s o m e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  n o w  a p p e a r i n g
i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e  a r e  o f  g r e a t  b e a u t y .  r y ' e  h a v e  n o t  y e t
s e e n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s o u t h e r n  c r o s s  f o r  i t  o n l y  r i s e s  t o w a r d s  m o r n i n g
w h e n  c l o u d s  o b s t r u c t  t h e  h o r i z o n  f o r  u s .  T h e  s u n r i s e s  h e r e  a r e  m a g -
n i f i c e n t '  e v e n  b e t t e r  t h a n  i n  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  A l p s .  T h e  p l a y  o f  c o l l
o u r _ a n d  I  i g h t  b e g g a r  d e s c r i p t i o n .  ( H e n r y  t h e n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s u n r i s e
a t  l e n g t h  i n  b e a u t i f u l  i m a g i n a t i v e  a n d  r o m a n t i c  d e t a i l . )

T h e  n e x t  d a y  w e  a l s o  s a w  a  f i n e r  r a i n b o w  t h a n  w e r v e  e v e r  s e e n ,  d u e
t o  t h e  m o i s t  a i r  I  s u p p o s e ;  a n d  w e r v e  a l s o  s e e n  a  c o m p a c t  l i t t l e
s t o r m  m o v e  a c r o s s  t h e  o c e a n ,  w i t h  t h u n d e r  b o o m i n g  a n d  I  i g h t n i n g
f l a s h i n g ,  t o  d e s c e n d  o n  u s  w i t h  h e a v y  d r e n c h i n g  i a i n .  o u r  s h i p
p l o u g h e d  o n  s e r e n e l y  i n t o  t h e  s t o r m ;  t h e  t h u n d e r  b u r s t  f u r i o u l y  a -
r o u n d  u s ;  t h e  p o r t h o l e s  a n d  h a t c h e s  w e r e  c l o s e d .  E v e r y b o d y  d e i e r t e d
t h e  d e c k  e x c e p t  o u r  f a m i l y .  t / e  s a t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n
p a c k e d  a r o u n d  u s  a n d  c o v e r e d  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  w a t e r p r o o f  r b o u r k a ' ( 2 ) .
T h e  l a u g h i n g  f a c e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p e e p e d  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  l i k e  f l e d g -
I  i n g s r  h e a d s  f r o m  t h e i r  n e s t .  l t  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u r ,  t e m p e s f , u o u s  s p e c -
t a c l e  a t  s e a  a n d  t h r i l l e d  u s  a i l ,  f o r  o u r  b i g  s h i p  s a i l e d  b o r d r y  o n
t h r o u g h  t h e  w i l d  w a v e s ,  t h o u g h  s h e  r o l l e d  a  b i t .  t . l e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f
t h e  s t o r m  a r e a  w i t h  r e g r e t  f o r  i t  w a s  a n  u n u s u a l ,  t h r i l l i n g  e x p e r -
i  e n c e .

W e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  w i n d s  w h i c h  t o d a y
h a v e  v e e r e d  t o  t h e  s . E .  a n d  a r e  a g a i n s t  u s  a n d  t h u s  h a v e  r e -

d u c e d  o u r  s p e e d .  I  n o w  p r o p o s e  t o  t e l l  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  o f  o u r  s h i p -
b o a r d  I  i f e  a n d  a b o u t  o u r  f e l  l o w - p a s s e n g e r s .

F A M I L Y  L I F E  O N  B O A R D

E m i l e  a n d  I  s l e e p  o n  d e c k  w r a p p e d  i n  t h e  b o u r k a  o r  a  r u g  w h i c h  o n e

(1) During 1914-19 and aLso in 7962 this old. custom was carr ied
out on our troopT hospital- and passenger ships with gusto and a-
'musing originaTitg buX no f ines worth nenXioning were Levied!

(2) Mentioned earl- ier in this account - probablg a heavg rug or
Targe cloak.
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p r e t t y  E n g l i s h  l a d y  t o l d  m e r i s  a  g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  f o r  t h e  g e n t l e m e n l
W e  m o s t l y  r i s e  b e f o r e  d a y l i g h t  t o  t a k e  d e l i g h t f u l  s h o w e r s  o n  d e c k
w i t h  a  t w o - i n c h  h o s e .  l , l h i l e  o u r  l a d i e s  a r e  d r e s s i n g  a n d  w a s h i n g  t h e
c h i l d r e n t s  f a c e s  w e  t w o  m e n  t a k e  o u r  b o i l e r  a n d  t u r e e n  a n d  s t a n d  i n
the  queue  a t  t he  pan t r y  whe re  a  s teward  se rves  ou t  two  I  i t r es  o f
w a t e r  p e r  p e r s o n .  A b o u t  8  a . m .  o u r  l i t t l e  l a d i e s ,  f r e s h  a s  p a i n t ,
g i v e  u s  b r e a k f a s t  o n  d e c k .  T h e y  t h e n  s e w  o r  r e a d ;  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p l a y
o r  s t u d y ;  U n c l e  E m i l e  r e a d s  o r  m e d i t a t e s  a n d  I  r e a d ,  s t u d y  a n d  w r i t e
t h e s e  l i n e s .  D i n n e r  i s  a t  1  p . m .  a n d  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  u s  i n  t h e  t u r e e n
a n d  a  s h i p ' s  d i s h  a n d  w e  e a t  t h i s  f r o m  o u r  o w n  p l a t e s .

T h e n  a  s i e s t a ,  a  g a m e  o r  a  t a l k  t i l l  4  p . r .  w h e n  o n e  o f  u s  g o e s  t o
t h e  g a l l e y  w h e r e  h e  g e t s  a s  m u c h  b o i l i n g  w a t e r  f o r  t e a  a s  h e  h a s
b r o u g h t  o f  c o l d  w a t e r l  i t  s e e m s  h a r d l y  f a i r  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  m a k e
I t h e i r  o w n  t e a  h a v e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  r a t i o n  o f  s o f t  w a t e r  f o r  i t .  F r o m
t e a  t i l l  s u p p e r  a t  8  p . m .  t h e  d e c k  i s  v e r y  l i v e l y ;  o n e  p l a y s ,  d o e s
g y m n a s t i c s ,  d a n c e s ,  w a l k s ,  t a l k s ;  t h e  p r o m e n a d e  d e c k s  a r e  I  i k e  t h e
' f oo tpa ths  o f  a  c i t y  bou leva rd  on  a  ho l  i day .

T w o  o r  t h r e e  c o n c e r t s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d .  D e c i d e d l y  m y  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n
s e e m s  c o r r e c t  f o r  t h e  E n g l  i s h  l a n g u a g e  a p p e a r s  i l l - s u i t e d  f o r  g e n e r -
a l  m u s i c "  l f  t h e  c h o r u s e s  h a v e  v o l u m e  a n d  e n e r g y ,  t h e  s o l o s  a i e
s i b i l a n t  a n d  n a s a l  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o u r  p e r f o r m e r s  a r e  h a r d l y  o f  t h e
h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d .  w e  a l s o  d i s l i k e  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  c e r e m o n y  f o r  i n  h o t
w e a t h e r  t h e  a r t i s t  a p p e a r s  i n  h i s  s h i r t  s l e e v e s  a n d  t h i s  a l s o  h a p p -
e n s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a s s .  H e  w i l l  a d j u s t  h i s  t r o u s e r s  f o r  c o m f o r t ,
s i n g s  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s  f o l d e d  o n  h i s  c h e s t ,  b e h i n d  h i s  b a c k  o r  e v e n
j u s t  d e e p  i n  h i s  p o c k e t s !  O n e  o l d  f a r m e r  w i t h  a  w o o d e n  e x p r e s s i o n
h o i s t e d  h i m s e l f  a l m o s t  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  t o  b e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  l i q h t  a n d
s a n g  a  m e r r y  s a i  l o r r s  s o n g  w i t h  a  g l o o m y  v o i c e !

A n o t h e r  d u m p y ,  I  i t t l e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l  l y  p a t r i o t i c  m a n  p r o u d l y  s t o o d
u p  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s  o n  h i s  h i p s ,  s t o m a c h  f o r w a r d ,  c h e s t  d r a w n  b a c k ,
eyes  on  the  l an te rn  and  sang  o f  t he  g lo ry  and  g rea tness  o f  o l d  Eng -
l a n d  o r  t h e  p r o u d  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  l F a r m e r r s  B o y t o f f e r i n g  r T o
p lough ,  t o  sow ,  t o  reap ,  t o  mow;  and  to  be  a  f a rmer rs  boy . r  Some
p r e t t y  l a d i e s  m e w e d  e n d l e s s  s e n t i m e n t a l  b a l  l a d s ,  T h e  p l a i n e s t  a n d
t h e  m o s t  l i k e a b l e  o n e  h a d  a  s o f t  s w e e t  v o i c e  t h a t  c h a n g e d  t o  f i r e ,
e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  f e e l  i n g  w h e n  s h e  r e c i t e d  p o e t r y .

A m o n g  t h e  t h i r d  c l a s s  a r e  s o m e  v e r y  w e l l - b r e d ,  w e l l - b e h a v e d  f a m i l -
i e s  ( r r e s p e c t a b l e r  a s  t h e y  s a y  i n  E n g l  i s h ) ;  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  c o n s i s t s
o f  E n g l  i s h ,  S c o t t i s h  a n d  e s p e c i a l  l y  l r i s h  r u s t i c s .  T h e  l a s t  m e n t -
i oned  a re  t he  l eas t  c l ean  bu t  t hough  they  a re  t he  mos t  uncou th  t hey
a re  a lways  decen t l y  d ressed  and  f reshen  themse lves  w i th  wa te r  eve ry
morn ing .  They  neve r  beg  pa rdon  i f  t hey  acc iden ta l l y  bump in to  you
b u t  i f  y o u  s a y  t l  b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n ' t h e y  a n s w e r r T h a n k  y o u r !

One  th ing  tha t  amazes  us  i s  t he  f r eedom o f  manners .  Wha t  we  see
sca rce l y  bea rs  ou t  wha t  one  reads  i n  books  abou t  t he  so -ca l l ed  Enq -

I  i  s h  p r u d e r y !

The  young  men  a re  ve ry  f r ee  w i th  g i r l s  who  they  have  on l y  me t  on
t h e  s h i p .  t T i s  s a i d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  c o u p l e s  h a v e  e v e n  b e c o m e  e n g a g e d
a n d  w i l l  m a r r y  w h e n  t h e y  l a n d !  M e a n t i m e  t h e y  p u r s u e  e a c h  o t h e r
f r e e l y  i n  p u b l i c .  W h e n  e v e n i n g  c o m e s  t h e y  m a k e  f o r  t h e  s t e r n  o f
t h e  s h i p ,  c l a s p e d  i n  e a c h  o t h e r r s  a r m s  b r e a s t  t o  b r e a s t  a n d  s u c k i n g
e a c h  o t h e r t s  I  i p s  I  i k e  c a l v e s  b e i n g  f e d !  T h e y  c a l  I  t h a t  r s p a s m o d i c
f l  i r t a t i o n r !  W e  f i n d  t h i s  r a t h e r  d i s g u s t i n g  a n d  b e l  i e v e  t h a t  i f
t h e y  f l i r t  l i k e  t h i s  f o r  f o r t y  d a y s  i t  m i g h t  b e  h i g h  t i m e  f o r  t h e m
to  mar ry  when  they  d i sembark !

W e  h a v e  f o u r  l t a l i a n s  a b o a r d ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  i s  a  p a i n t e r .  H e  i s  a
s o r t  o f  m o d e r n  H a m l e t ,  e x c i t a b l e ,  t o u c h y ,  i r r i t a b l e ,  b u t  w e l  l - r e a d
a n d  a  p l e a s a n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  i s t  d e s p i t e  h i s  n e u r a l g i a  a n d  t o o t h -
ache !  VJe  a l so  have  two  young  Germans  who  f l ed  t he i r  coun t r y  t o  a -
v o i d  B i s m a r k r s  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e l  a  J e w  f r o m  W i l n a  i n  P o l a n d  a n d  M r .
E p s t e i n  w h o  f l e d  t o  E n g l a n d  t o  a v o i d  R u s s i a n  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  H e  o w n s
a  b u s i n e s s  i n  P l y m o u t h  a n d  i n t e n d s  o p e n i n g  a  b r a n c h  i n  S y d n e y .  W e
c o n v e r s e  i n  P o l i s h  a n d  R u s s i a n  b u t  a f t e r  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  h e  h a s  f o r -
go t ten  so  much  tha t  we  know Po l i sh  be t te r  t han  he !

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  m a n y  A u s t r a l  i a n s  r e t u r n i n g  a f t e r  t o u r i n g  E u r o p e .
N e a r l y  a l l  a r e  h a n d s o m e  m e n  w i t h  f r e s h  c o m p l e x i o n s  a n d  f i n e  b e a r d s ,
w h o  s p e a k  w i t h  t h a t  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  a s s u r a n c e  o n l y  f o u n d  i n  f r e e  m e n .
E v e r y  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h e m  s p e a k s  w i t h  l o v e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  h i s
coun t r y  wh i ch  he  th inks  f a r  be t te r  t han  Eng land  and  Eu rope  where  i t
i s  t o o  c o l d  a n d  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  t o o  m u c h r f a s h i o n r !  ( P r o b a b l y  f o r m -
a l  d r e s s i n g  a n d  c l a s s - d i s t i n c t i o n  a t t i r e .  E d i t .  )

I n  t h e  B a l ,  s ;  B i s c a y  t h e  s h i p  b a t t l e d  a  f r i g h t f u l  s t o r m  f o r  t w e n t y -
fou r  hou rs  and  the  passenge rs  t hough t  t ha t  t he i r  l as t  hou r  had  come
b u t  t h e y  l a u g h  h e a r t i l y  n o w  a s  t h e y  t e l l  a b o u t  t h e i r  f e a r  a n d  c o w -
a r d i c e .  O n e  l i t t l e  w , i z e n e d  o l d  m a n  t r i e d  t o  c u t  h i s  t h r o a t  w i t h  h i s
razo r ,  say ing  a  p raye r  be tween  s t rokes !  They  saved  h im  i n  t ime  and
a t  p r e s e n t  h e  i s  i n  t h e  s h i p t s  h o s p i t a l  a l o n g  w i t h  t w o  d r u n k a r d s
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  d e l  i  r i u m  t r e m e n s .  O n e  o f  t h e m ,  w i  I  l y - n i  I  l y '  w a n t e d
t o  s h o o t  h i s  w i f e  w i t h  a  r e v o l v e r  o r  t o  t h r o w  h e r  o v e r b o a r d !

A NEAR TRAGEDY

Fr  i  day was  nea r l y  a  d i sas te r  day  fo r  two  passenge rs  who  came
c l o s e  t o  l o s i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s .  E v e r y  d a y  f r o m  9  t o  1 1  a . m ,  n o b o d y  i s
a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  c a b i n s  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n e d .
T o d a y  a  y o u n g  l r i s h  g i r l ,  s l i g h t l y  o u t  o f  s o r t s ,  b r o k e  t h e  r u l e  a n d
s tayed  i n  he r  bunk ,  h id ing  unde r  t he  bed -sp read .  The  cab ins  we re
d i s i n f e c t e d  w i t h  b i g  j a r s  o f  b u r n i n g  s u l i h u r .

T h e  y o u n g  g i r l t s  s i s t e r  w e n t  t o  w a r n  h e r  w h e n  s h e  s a w  t h e  s m o k e ,
r u s h e d  d o w n  t h e  s t a i r s  a n d  f e l l  s u f f o c a t e d ,  h a l f  w a y .  W i t h  g r e a t
d i f f i c u l t y  t h e y  b r o u g h t  h e r  o u t .  T h e  r u m o u r  s p r e a d  t h a t  a n o t h e r
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person  was  down  be low  so  the  ch ie f  s te l va rd  immed ia te l y  c rea ted  a  d raugh t ,
b r a v e l y  c r e p t  i n t o  t h e  c a b i n s ,  c r a w l e d  o n  t h e  f l o o r  u p  t o  t h e  P a r t -
i c u l a r  b u n k ,  s e i z e d  t h e  y o u n g  g i r l  b y  t h e  f e e t  a n d  d r a g g e d  h e r  a s  f a r
a s  t h e  s t a i r c a s e ,  g r a s p e d  t h e  b o d y  i n  h i s  a r m s  a n d  b r o u g h t  h e r  h a l f
d e a d  t o  t h e  d e c k  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  r e v i v e d  w i t h  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  A f t e r
t w o  d a y s  i n  h o s p i t a l  t h e  t w o  s i s t e r s  a r e  n o w  f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  t o  h e a l t h .

T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  a t  d a y b r e a k  a  s a i l  w a s  s i g h t e d  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  t h e
f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  o n e  s i n c e  A d e n ,  s o  a l l  w h o  w e r e  u p  e a r l y  h a d  t h e
p l e a s u r e  o f  w a t c h i n g  a  s p l e n d i d  E n g l  i s h  t h r e e - m a s t e r  w i t h  a l l  t w e l v e
s a i l s  s e t .  l t  s w e p t  p a s t  p r o u d l y  w i t h  a  f o l l o w i n g  w i n d  a n d  e r e  l o n g
p a s s e d  o u t  o f  s i g h t .

0 n  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  w e  I i s t e n e d  t o  a  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  d e c k b e -
t w e e n  t h e  R u s s i a n  J e w  a n d  t h e  W e s l e y a n  m i s s i o n a r y .  W e  t h o u g h t  t h a t
t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  w a s  b e s t e d  i n  t h e  a r g u m e n t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t
t h e  J e w  w a s  r i g h t .  I  t h o u g h t  t h e m  a  p a i r  o f  q u i b b l e r s  w h o  f o u g h t
w i t h  t e x t s  f o r  w e a p o n s  a s  B o i l e a u r s  ( 1 )  m o n k s  d i d  w i t h  b o o k s .

A t  n i g h t f a l l  w e  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  s e e  a  p o w e r f u l  a l b a t r o s s  w i t h
m a g n i f i c e n t  w i n g s ,  f i r s t  m e s s e n g e r  o f  w e l c o m e  f r o m  A u s t r a l  i a ,  s t i  I  I
a b o u t  2 ! 0 0  k m  a w a y  ( 2 ) .  A s  w e  h e a d  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  t h e  w i n d  g e t s c o o l -
e r  a n d  w e  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  d o n  o v e r c o a t s  a n d  s h a w l s  o n  d e c k .  T h e S . W .
w i n d  p r o d u c e s  a  s e a  t h a t  r o l l s  t h e  s h i p .  W e  e n j o y  t h i s  b u t  E m i l e a n d
I  a r e  a l m o s t  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  s t i l l  s l e e p i n g  o n  d e c k .  T h e  r o l l  d o e s
l i v e n  t h e  m o n o t o n y  b y  d a s h i n g  c r o c k e r y  t o  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  r o l l i n g
g roups  o f  peop le  i n to  each  o the r ;  good  fun !

Tuesday  22nd  You  dea r  ones  i n  Chaba  w i l l  neve r  guess  who  we  me t  t o -
d a y - a n  E n g l i s h  s a i l o r  w h o  k n o w s  y o u r  S w i s s  c o l o n y !  F o u r  y e a r s  a g o
h e  w a s  s h i p w r e c k e d  a t  B o u g a s e ( 3 ) ;  f i v e  o f  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  d r o w n e d ,  s e \ F
en  escaped  i n  t he  l ong -boa t  and  were  ca red  fo r  by  ou r  f r i end ,  l ' ' l r .
Makendano fo  t he  coas t -gua rd  o f f i ce r  a t  Bougase  who  warmed ,  f ed ,  nu rs -
ed  and  c lo thed  them-

H e  w a s  t h e n  s e n t  t h r o u g h  C h a b a  a n d  A k k e r m a n  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t
O d e s s a  w h o  d i d  n o t  s e e m  t o  t h i n k  i t  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  s e n d  t h e m  v i a  M o s -
cow to  S t .  Pe te rsbu rg (4 )  .  The  Eng l  i  sh  Ambassado r  t he re  ass  i  s ted  them
to  re tu rn  t o  Odessa  and  embark  on  ano the r  sh ip  o f  t he  same company !

O u r  s a i l o r  f o u n d  t h e  b i t t e r l y  c o l d  M o s c o w  w i n t e r  a  s o r e  t r i a l  b u t  h e
speaks  w i  t h  wa rm g ra t  i  t ude  o f  t he  Russ  i  an  f r  i  end l  i  ness  and  hosp  i  t a l  -
i t y .  I  a s k e d  h i m ,  d e a r  G r a n d f a t h e r  ( S a m u e l ) ,  i f  b y  a n y  c h a n c e  h e
w e n t  t o  y o u r  p l a c e  t o  r e f r e s h  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a  g l a s s  o f  y o u r  w i n e  i n
you r  house  where  eve ryone  i s  so  we l come.  He  rep l i ed  t ha t  no ,  t hey
w e r e  i l l ,  b a d l y  d r e s s e d ,  w i t h o u t  m o n e y  a n d  i n  a  h u r r y  t o  s e e  t h e c o n -
su l  a t  0dessa .  He  does  remember  ve ry  we l l  hav ing  passed  th rough  a
v i l l a g e  o f  S w i s s  v i g n e r o n s  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  f a r  m o r e  p r o s p e r o u s
t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  v i  I  l a g e s  i n  R u s s i a .

I  h a v e  g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  h i m  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  h e  s p e a k s  g o o d
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E n g l  i s h ;  r a t h e r  u n u s u a l  a m o n g  l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  D e c e n t r a l  i z a t i o n  i s
s o  g r e a t  i n  E n g l a n d  t h a t  e v e r y  c o u n t r y ,  a l m o s t  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y ,
h a s  i t s  o w n  p e c u l  i a r  d i a l e c t .  l t  i s  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  t w o  E n g l  i s h -
m e n  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t i e s  t o  b e  u n a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r .
r H o w  d o  y o u  s p e l l  t h a t  w o r d '  s a y s  o n e .  A n d  t h e  o t h e r  s p e l l s  t h e
w o r d  w i t h  g r e a t  g l i b n e s s  t h a t  p r o v e s  t h e  m i s u s e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f
t h i s  a n t i q u a t e d  m e t h o d  o f  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a O  ( 5 ) .

l J e d .  t h e  2 3 r d .  T h i s  m o r n i n g  a n  e l d e r l y  f  i r s t  c l a s s  p a s s e n g e r  w a s
u n e x p e c t e d l y  f o u n d  d e a d  i n  h e r  b u n k .  S h e  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  A u s t -
r a l  i a  w i t h  h e r  m u c h  o l d e r  h u s b a n d .  B u r i a l s  a t  s e a  u s u a l  l y  t a k e
p l a c e  o n  t h e  d e c k  a t  n o o n  b u t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  a t  8  p . r n .  i n
t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  s a l o o n  a n d  t h e  b o d y ,  w e i g h t e d  w i t h  c l i n k e r ,  w a s
c a s t  o u t  t h r o u g h  a  s m a l l  s i d e  h a t c h - d o o r .  S u c h  b u r i a l s  o n  t h e  o p -
e n  s e a  i n  s u p e r b  m o o n l i g h t  a r e  i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  w h e n  m y  t i m e  c o m e s  I
w o u l d  h a v e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  m y  b o d y  r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e
o c e a n .

LAND HO !  AUSTRAL IA !

T h u r s .  2 4  N o v .  ' L a n d !  p a p a ,  l a n d , r  c r i e d  P a u l  a r r i v i n g  o n  d e c k .
' H u r r a h !  t h e r e  i s  A u s t r a l i a ! r  T h e  j o y  b e c a m e  g e n e r a l .  l t  i s  a
f o r t n i g h t  s i n c e  w e  l e f t  C a p e  G a r d a f u i  a n d  w e  h a v e  s e e n  p r a c t i c a l l y
n o t h i n g  b u t  s k y  a n d  w a t e r .  T h e  w e a t h e r  i s  s p l e n d i d ,  r e a l  ' M a y

s u n s h i n e r w i t h  a  w e l c o m e  l i g h t  b r e e z e ,  f o r  i t  u s u a l l y  b l o w s  f i e r c -
e l y  a t  C a p e  L e e u w i n .  ( l t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  s h i p  w h o s e  D u t c h  C a p -
t a i n  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  i n  1 6 2 2 ! )

(1 )  Br iL f ian t  French sa t i r i caL  wr i te r ,  f  U11 (c7ose f r iend  o f
I4ol iere and Racine).

(2) Our troopship in 7975 sai l^ed non-stop from Adefaide to C.
Guardafui without sighting ship or fand for three weeks except
that the propeTTor stopped once for a few niiilJi-761 a buriaf at
seal We sXeamed for 21 dags to Suez.

( 3 ) Bougase, now served bq raiT was the township and caasX-guard
stat ion r.n south of Chaba at the mouth of the Dniester on Xhe
Bl-ack Sea shore.

(4) Bg an exttaordinarg co-incidence ouL next door neighbour in
Swann Rd,  Tar inga,  Miss  Cof fedge,  a  charming eTderTg 7adg,  was
born at Odessa where her father was EngTish Consuf. She and Vir-
gie often taLked of their chi l-dhood dags in the BLack Sea a.rea^
Miss CoTTedge's brother was a pharmacist who establ ished the
Fr iendTg Soc ie tg ts  pharnacg in  George St ree f ;  a  f ine  bas- re l - ie f
of hin adorned i ts wa7L.
(5) The Yorkshite accenX for example can real7g be confusing.
The President of the Southport Chamber of Commerce for some gea"rs
was energetic, successful,  enthusiastic and good-natured, for we

il ,
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ofxen had to ask 'pTease sag that again Ti-nngJish, !



196

E v e r y o n e  w a s  s o o n  o n  d e c k  w i t h  f i e l d  g l a s s e s ,  l i k e  a  c o n g r e s s  o f  a s -
t r o n o m e r s .  A l l  w e  c o u l d  s e e  w a s  a  s a n d y  b e a c h ,  s h r o u d e d  i n  m o r n i n o
m i s t .  s l o w l y  t h e  m i s t  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  w e  c o u l d  s e e  h i l l s  t h a t  l o o [ -
ed  wooded  fo r  we  were  nea r  t he  B lackwood  R ive r ,  whe re  the re  a re  f o r -
e s t s  o f  g i a n t  t r e e s .  u n t i l  a b o u t  4  p . m .  o u r  e y e s  f e a s t e d  o n  t h e
l a n d  w h i c h  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  i n  c h a r a c t e r .

R e e f s  a n d  h i l l y ,  g r a n i t e  i s l e t s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  g r e e n e r y  a r e  d o t t e d  a -
l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  f r o m  c a p e  d t E n t r e c a s t e a u  t o  K i n g  G e o r g e  s o u n d ,  a t  t h e
h e a d  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  p o r t  o f  A L B A N y .  O u r  s h i p  c o n t a i t e d  t h e  s i g n a l
S t a t i o n  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  s o u n d  a n d  a  s e m a p h o r e  r e o l  i e d  t A I l ' s
w e l  l r .

T h e  t e l e g r a p h  w i l l  s p r e a d  t h e  n e w s  o f  o u r  a r r i v a l  a n d  t o m o r r o w  a l L .
A u s t r a l i a  w i l l  k n o w  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  b e  i n  A d e l a i d e  o n  s u n d a y  e v e n i n g .
F r o m  t h e  s i g n a l  s t a t i o n  w e  h e a d e d  s t r a i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  G r e a t  A u s t r a -
I  i a n  B i g h t  f o r  K a n g a r o o  l s l a n d ,  i n  d e l  i g h t f u l  w e a t h e r .

E v e r y o n e  b a s k s  i n  t h e  s u n  I  i k e  I  i z a r d s  b u t  i t  i s  c o l d  i n  t h e  s h a d e .
O u r  h e a r t s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  j o y  a n d  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  w e  a r e  a l l  w e l l ,
and  happy  to  have  c rossed  the  g rea t  ocean  tha t  sepa ra tes  A f r i ca
f r o m  A u s t r a l  i a ,  w i t h  i m p r o v i n g  h e a l t h  a n d  w i t h o u t  d i s a g r e e m e n t  o r
boredom.
r H a r i e t t e t  ( M a r i e - L o u i s e )  i s  t h e  d a r l  i n g  o f  t h e  s h i p  a n d  e v e r y o n e
s p o i l s  h e r .  v i  r g i n i e  i s  g r o w i n g  I  i k e  a  m u s h r o o m ,  A s  f o r  t h e  b o y s ,
a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h e y  q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  t h e  l r i s h  b o y s  a n d  p a u l  t r i e d  t o
c o m p l a i n .  r l t  i s  u s e l e s s , t  I  t o l d  h i m ,  r d o  n o t  d o  a n y  f i g h t i n g  u n -
t i l  you  have  l ea rned  to  g i ve  some good  punches .  Do  no t  a i t ack -any -
o n e  b u t  i f  a n y o n e  a t t a c k s  y o u ,  t a k e  t h e  f i g h t  t o  h i m  a n d  h e  w i l l
n o t  w i s h  t o  t r y  i t  a  s e c o n d  t i m e ' .  T h a t  i s  n o t  c h r i s t i a n  y o u  w i l l
s a y l  I  a g r e e ,  b u t  t h e  w o l f  w i l l  e a t  h i m  w h o  a c t s  l i k e  a  s h e e p ;  i f
g o o d  p e o p l e  h a d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  e n e r g y  a n d  a u d a c i t y  t h e  w i c k e d  i l o u l d
b e  l e s s  b o l d .  Y o u  c a n  b e  g e n e r o u s  a n d  w i t h  m o r e  m e r i t  a f t e r  y o u
h a v e  I  i c k e d  t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w .

P a u l  d i d  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  t o l d  t w i c e  f o r  h e  g a v e  s o m e  g o o d - t h r a s h i n g s
t o  l a d s  m u c h  b i g g e r  t h a n  h i m s e l f .  A s  f o r ' M i l o n t h e  i s  a  l i t t l e
h e r o .  Y e s t e r d a y  f i v e  I  i t t l e  E n g l  i s h  b o y s ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  b i g g e r
t h a n  h e '  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  t a k e  h i m  p r i s o n e r  w i t h  a  l a s s o o .  H e  s . t u r d -
i l y  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  h a n d s  l i k e  a  w i r y  e e l . ( l )
T o d a y  t h e y  o r g a n i s e d  s o m e  g a m e s  o f  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s k i l l .  A  c o l l e c t -
i on  o f  one  penny  pe r  passenge r  p rov ided  the  amoun t  needed  to  hand
o u t  p r i z e s  o f  s i x p e n c e  t o  t h e  w i n n e r s .  r M i  l o n r  c a r r i e d  o f f  t h e
f i  r s t  p r i z e  f o r  t h e  h i g h  j u m p .  H e  w o n  t w i c e  a t  s k i p p i n g .  F i n a l  l y
t h e y  m a d e  a  s p e c i a l  m a t c h ,  t w o  E n g l i s h  a g a i n s t  t w o  S w i s i  b o y s .
P a u l  a n d  r l 4 i l o n r w o n  t h e  p r i z e  b u t  w e r e  b e a t e n  i n  t h e  s a c k  r a c e
a n d  t h e  f l a t  r a c e .

A  s p l e n d i d  t r a i t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  c h a r a c t e r  i s  t h e  l o v e  o f  f a m i l y  a n d
c h i l d r e n .  0 l d  s e a - d o g s  w i t h  s t e r n  f a c e s  h a v e  a  m o t h e r r s  t e n d e r n e s s
fo r  t he  bab ies  o f  t he  sh ip .  Young  men  f rom twen ty  t o  twen ty - f i ve
y e a r s  o f  a g e  p l a y  I i k e  b r o t h e r s  w i t h  o u r  y o u n g e r  o n e s ;  h o i s t  t h e m  o n
t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  p l a y ' h o r s e j  o r  e l s e  g o  d o w n  o n  a l i  f o u r s  f o r  a
game o f  l eap - f rog .

0 n  t h e  s h i p  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  H a r d l y  a  d a y
p a s s e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  p u r s e r  g i v i n g  t h e m  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  s w e e t  d i s h  o r
s o m e  o t h e r  d e l  i c a c y ;  f i n a l  l y  a n  o b l  i g i n g  p a s s e n g e r  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e m
a b s o r b i n g l y  o n e  e v e n i n g  w i t h  a  m a g i c  l a n t e r n  d i i p l a y .
s a t .  t h e  2 6 t h .  T h i s  e v e n i n g  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  a d m i r e  t h e  s p l e n d o u r  o f
a n  A u s t r a l  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  s t a r s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e
o f  t he  no r the rn  hemisphe re  and  the  day  ended  w i th  a  supe rb  sunse t ,
even  be t te r  t han  a t  t he  Equa to r .  The  sun  had  sca rce l y  se t  when  the
s k y  w a s  s t u d d e d  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b r i l l i a n t  s t a r s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e
b r i g h t e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p u r e  a i r .  ( H e n r y  k n e w  t h e  h e a v e n s  w e l l  a n d
g i v e s  u s  a  p a g e  h e r e  o f  e n t h u s i a s t i c  d e l  i g h t  o n  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e
v a r i o u s  c o n s t e l  l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  l a r g e r  s t a r s . )

H e  c o n t i n u e s :  d e a r  f r i e n d s ,  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  s u c h  t i m e s  o f  b e a u -
t i f u l  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  w e  m i s s  y o u  a n d  w i s h  y o u  c o u l d  s h a r e  t h e m
w i t h  u s ,  f o r  o n e r s  h e a r t  o v e r f l o w s  w i t h  e m o t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  s u c h
g r e a t  m a j e s t y  a n d  o n e  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  o f f e r s  u p  a  p r a y e r  o f  j o y  a n d
g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  A l m i g h t y  f o r  a l  I  o u r  b l e s s i n g s .

A t  d a w n  o n  S u n .  2 7 t h  N o v .  E m i l e  s i g h t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h e  v a g u e
o u t l i n e  o f  K a n g a r o o  l s l a n d r s  b e a c h e s  a n d  w e  w e r e  s o o n  m o v i n g  a i o n g
i t s  v a r i e d  s h o r e  l i n e  o f  f e n c e d  p a s t u r e ,  c l i f f s ,  s c r u b  o r  f o r e s t ,
cu l t i va t i ons  and  a  f ew  houses .  l , Je  passed  be tween  the  i s l and  and
C a p e . S p e n c e r  ( o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  Y o r k  p e n i n s u l a ) ,  t o  e n t e r  S t .
v i n c e n t r s  G u l f  w h o s e  s h o r e s  a n d  h i l l s  d r e  e r o d e d  a n d  g u l l i e d ,  r e s e m -
b l i n g  t h o s e  t h a t  b o r d e r  t h e  G u l f  o f  S m y r n a  i n  A s i a  M i n o r .  A t  2  p . m .
w e  d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  t w o  m i l e s  f r o m  s h o r e  i n  t h e  b a y  a t  p o r t  A d e l a i d e
a n d  o u r  e n g i n e s  s t o p p e d  a f t e r  l 9  d a y s  c e a s e l e s s  e f f o r t ( 2 ) .

(1) About 1902 at tweTve stone weight, EniT was not cajLed'Nugget,
for nothing. He was one of the bustling forwards of the famous
Toowoomba tRangers, footbaLL team which was backed by Ted Maher of
the newlg buift White llorse Hotel in Ruthven St. Ted wouLd. wajk
aLong the sideTine at Ttba Showground dispensing tthree-penna-bitst
to us chil-dten, to encourage us to tbartackt for the Rangers.
Big Peter Fogartg (16.91) obviousTg took after his grandfather. It
was he who estabTished (and pTaged) Rugbg League jn Darwin, N.T.
(2) The propeJlor mag have stopped brieflg fot the burial at sea,
the usual- custom with steam mariners.



A l l  w e  c o u l d  s e e  w a s  a  b i g  a l l u v i a l  p l a i n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  g r e e n  t r e e s ,
c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s , t  s o m e  s a n d y  w a s t e s  a n d  a  f e w  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  h o u -
s e s  o f  P o r t  A d e l a i d e .  D i s t a n t  w o o d e d  h i l l s  f r a m e d  t h i s  p i c t u r e  b u t
A d e l a i d e  i t s e l f  i s  1 2  m i l e s  i n l a n d ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  b e i n g  i n d i c a t e d  b y
a  p lume  o f  smoke  f rom a  t ra in .

T h e  s c e n e ; y  w a s  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l  t h a n  w e  h a d  e x p e c t e d ,  s e a  g u l l s  f l e w
around  ou i  sh ip  and  sma . l l  s teamboa ts  we re  com ing  ou t  t o  us  t o  p i ck
up  l uggage  and  passenge rs .  These  ca r r i ed  no  shou t i ng  swarm o f  buzz -
a r d s  a s  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  P o r t  S a i d .

Two  o r  t h ree  men  were  enough  to  se rv i ce  a  s teamboa t  and  ca rgo  ba rge
a n d  f o u r  m e n  s t a r t e d  t r a n s s h i p p i n g  l u g g a g e  w i t h  a  c a l m  a n d  n o  n o i s e
and  w i th  t he  e f f i c i ency  o f  men  who  knew the i r  wo rk .  The  men  have
cha rac te r ,  w i  t h  t he i  r  we l  I  - g  roomed  bea rds  and  the  i  r  ene rge t  i  c  and
exp ress i ve  f aces ,  t opped  by  l a rge  b lack  f e l t  ha t s  and  they  wear
f l a n n e l  s h i  r t s .

A  p e c u l i a r  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  a r e r g a r t e r s '  t i e d  b e l o w  t h e
k n e e s ,  w h i c h  k e e p  t h e  t r o u s e r  c u f f s  s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d ( 1 ) .  B y  t h i s
s i m p l e  m e t h o d  t h e  c u f f s  a r e  k e p t  c l e a n ,  k n e e - a c t i o n  i s  f r e e r  a n d
t h e  c u f f s  d o  n o t  f r a y  s o  q u i c k l y .
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At  abou t  noon  we  passed  th rough  the  na r row  and  ra the r  sha l  l ow  en t r -
a n c e  t o  P o r t  P h i l l i p  B a y .  L a r g e  v e s s e l s  c a n  o n l y  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a t
h i g h  t i d e .  0 n  b o t h  s i d e s  t h e r e  a r e  I  i g h t h o u s e s ,  f o r t s ,  r e d o u b t s
a n d  y e l l o w i s h  s a n d - h i l l s ,  r e s e m b l  i n g  t h o s e  t h a t  p r o d u c e  s u c h  g o o d
w ines  a t  Chaba ' .  We  took  two  hou rs  t o  pass  th rough  the  roads tead  i n
t h i s  b i g  B a y  t h a t  l o o k s  a s  i t  c o u l d  h o l d  a l l  t h e  w o r l d r s  f l e e t s .
A l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  w e  c o u l d  s e e  c h a l e t s ,  s t a t e l y  h o m e s  a n d  p l e a s u r e
pa laces  h idc jen  by  t r ees .

A S H O R E  O N  A U S T R A L I A N  S O I L !

A t  l a s t  w e  b e r t h e d  a t  t ^ / i l l i a m s t o w n ,  t h e  p o r t  s u b u r b  o f  M e l b o u r n e ,
w i t h  i t s  m a z e  o f  m a s t s ,  d e n s e  a s  a  f o r e s t  o f  m o u n t a i n  p i n e s .  T h e
whar f  i s  o f  euca l yp tus  t imbe r ,  r ed  as  co ra l  and  ha rd  as  i r on  (W.Aus .
J a r r a h ) .  A  t r a i n  o f  n e a t  I  i t t l e  c a r r i a g e s  d r e w  u p  a l o n g s i d e  t h e
po r tho le  and  had  soon  swa l l owed  up  300  o f  ou r  passenge rs  (and  the i r
l u g g a g e )  w h o s e  d e s t i n a t i o n  w a s  M e l b o u r n e .  W h e n  t h e  f i r s t  r u s h  w a s
ove r  we  dec ided  tha t  I  have  a  l ook  a round  and  reconno i t r e  t he  c i t y
w h i c h  i s  t e n  m i  l e s  a w a y  b y  t r a i n .

F o r  n i n e p e n c e  r e t u r n  f a r e  I  t r a v e l  l e d  i n  a  c l e a n  c a r r i a g e  w i t h  p a d -
ded  sea ts  t ha t  have  moveab le  backs  a l l ow ing  one  to  s i t  f ac ing  the
eng ine  o r  t o  make  l i t t l e  compar tmen ts  f o r  f ou r  pe rsons .  Smok ing  i s
s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n s  a n d  c a r r i a g e s  a n d  s m o k e r r s  c a r -
r i a g e s  a r e  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  r u l e  a s  i n  E u r o p e .  C o n s p i -
c u o u s  n o t i c e s  w a r n  o f  a  f i n e  o f  S 1 0  f o r  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  e n t e r s  o r
l eaves  the  t ra in  be fo re  i t  s tops  and  €20  fo r  any  who  b reak  o r  dam-
a g e  c a r r i a g e s  o r  o t h e r  r a i l w a y  p r o p e r t y .  T h a t  i s  e x c e l  l e n t  a n d  I
can  assu re  you  tha t  t hese  ru les  a re  obse rved  fo r  I  saw  no  t race  o f
s c r a t c h e s  o r  o f  t h a t  h i d e o u s  m a n i a  f o r  w r i t i n g  n a m e s  e v e r y w h e r e .

F rom a  w indow sea t  I  a t  l as t  l ooked  ha rd  a t  t h i s  so -much -des i red
l a n d  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  o n  t h e  r u n  t o  t h e  c i t y  s a w  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g
t h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  n e w  o r  o r i g i n a l .  T h e  f i e l d s  r e s e m b l e d  a n  A l p i n e
p a s t u r e ;  t h e  s a m e  r i c h  b l a c k  s o i l ;  t h e  s a m e  a b u n d a n t  m o i s t u r e ,  a l s o
t h e  s a m e  p l a n t s ;  l i t t l e  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  b e s i d e  l i t t l e  b r o o k s ;  d a n d e -
l i o n s ,  g r a s s  i n  a b u n d a n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  g r a z e d  w h i l s t  m i l k  t h i s t l e s  r e -
m a i n  u n t o u c h e d !

T h e  t r a i n  s t o p p e d  f r e q u e n t l y  a t  s m a l  I  s u b u r b a n  s t a t i o n s .  F u t u r e  s u -
b u r b s ,  s t r e e t s  a n d  s g u a r e s ,  a r e  m a r k e d  o u t  w i t h  p e g s ( 2 ) .  M e a n w h i l e

(1) 'Bowgangs', but the actuai wotd does not appear to have been
used in AustraLia much before 79O0. Theg kept  the t rouser cuf fs
off the ground and gave the knees free action. It detived from
'ganks' or'bow-ganks', the canvas or l-eather Teggings worn ftomthe
ankl-es to high up Xhe ca7f, bg xnglish ruraT workers in some coun-

(2) This rural scene between the Port and Citg has Tong since
gone foreverJ As for factories, theg are now in their mang thousands.

A  t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  s u r p r i s e
t r a l i a n  c i t i z e n  t o  w h o m  I
A u s t r i a n  S l a v  w h o  h a d  c o m e
f o r  w e  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e

y o u ,  a s  i t  d i d  m e ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  A u s -
s p o k e ,  s p o k e  f l u e n t  R u s s i a n .  H e  i s  a n

a b o a r d  t o  s e l l  s m a l l  c a k e s  a n d  c h e r r i e s
m i d d l e  o f  t h e i r  f r u i t  s e a s o n .

0 n  t h e  4 t h  D e c .  w e  a t e  t a s t y  c h e r r i e s ,  b i g  J a p a n e s e  l o q u a t s ,  m a n d a r -
i n s ,  o r a n g e s ,  e t c .  S p c k s  f u l l  o f  a l l  k i n d s  o f  e x c e l l e n t  v e g e t a b l e s
w e r e  b r o u g h t  o n  b o a r d .  l / e  w i l l  e a t  t h e m  w i t h  r e l i s h  a n d  l o o k  f o r -
w a r d  t o  g r o w i n g  t h e m  o u r s e l v e s .
' v , /e  on ly  s topped fo r  a  few hours  and d id  no t  go  ashore  as  i t  was  Sun-
d a y ,  w h e n  a l l  t h e  s h o p s  a r e  c l o s e d  a s  i s  a l s o  t h e i r  g r a n d  a g r i c u l t u -
r a l  s h o w ,  o f  w h i c h  A d e l a i d e  i s  v e r y  p r o u d ;  w e r d  h a v e  l o v e d  t o  s e e  i t .
H o w e v e r  s o m e  o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  d i d  v i s i t  t h e  c i t y  b y  t r a i n  a n d  t h e y  r e -
t u r n e d  l a d e n  w i t h  f r u i t s ,  c a r r y i n g  b i g  b u n c h e s  o f  s w e e t - s m e l  I  i n g
E u r o p e a n  f l o w e r s  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  f i n e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e
c i t y .  T h e y  w e r e  l o u d  i n  p r a i s e  o f  i t s  v e r y  w i d e  s t r e e t s ,  w i t h  t r a m -
c a r s  a n d  b r o a d  f o o t p a t h s  s h a d e d  w i t h  m a g n o l i a s  a n d  p a l m s .  T h e y  a d -
m i r e d  t h e  f i n e  p u b l i c  s q u a r e s ,  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  m a n y s t y -
l e s  a n d  b u i l t  o f  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  b r i c k  t o  m a r b l e ,  a n d
l a s t l y  t h e  f r i e n d l y . , q u i e t  r e s e r v e  a n d  h o n e s t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  m e t .

I  h o p e  t o  t e l l  y o u  l a t e r  a b o u t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  e t c  o f  t h i s  f i : n e c o l o n y
f o r  i t  i s  l i k e  a  f a i r y t a l e .  T h i s  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  6 t h  D e c  ,  w e  s a i l e d
c l o s e  t o  C a p e  O t w a y ,  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  I n d i a n  a n d  P a c i f i c  0 c -
e a n s ,  i n  f a i r l y  c o o l  w e a t h e r ,  t h r o u g h  a  h e a v y  s w e l l .  A l o n g  m o s t  o f
t h e  c o a s t  w e  s a w  l u x u r i a n t  b u s h  a n d  f o r e s t .
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o n e  o n l y  s e e s  e l e g a n t  I  i t t l e  w o o d e n  c o t t a g e s  m o s t l y  p a i n t e d  t h e
c o l o u r  o f  b a k e d  b r i c k .  N e a r l y  a l l  h a v e  a  s m a l l  v e r a n d a h ,  o n e  o n l y
s e e s  a  f e w  t h a t  h a v e  a  g a r d e n  o r  t r e e s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  f l o w e r s  a n d  v e g -
e t a b l e s  o n e  s e e s  a r e  r e m a r k a b l y  v i g o r o u s .  H e r e  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  f a c -
t o r y ,  a  h o t e l  a n d  a  b e a u t i f u l  s t o n e  h o u s e  ( t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e s e  w e r e
b u i l t  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ) .

A t  M e l b o u r n e  s t a t i o n  I  a l i g h t e d  o n t o  a  l o n g  w o o d e n  p l a t f o r m ,  w a l k -
i n g  p r o u d l y  a s  m y  f o o t s t e p s  e c h o e d  o n  i t .  P r a i s e  G o d ,  I  s a i d  t o
m y s e l f ,  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  s o  s a f e l y .  S u d d e n l y , d e a r
M o t h e r ,  t w o  p a c e s  a w a y  I  s a w  t h e  f a c e  o f  m y  f a t h e r  s m i l i n g  a t  m e  a s
i n  d a y s  o f  y o r e  w h e n  h e  u s e d  t o  s a y :  r E r e  b i n  c e i n  m o n  b o u b o ' ( 1 ) .
I t  m a d e  m e  g a s p  b u t  I  q u i c k l y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  a t  m y  o w n
i m a g e ,  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  c a r r i a g e  w i n d o w !  D i d  I  r e a l  l y  r e s e m -
b l e  s o  c l o s e l y  t h e  m a n  w h o m  I  h a v e  l o v e d  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o n  e a r t h ?  l f
s o ,  w a s  i t  n o t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  h i s  i m a g e  s h o u l d  b i d  m e  w e l c o m e  i n  t h i s
A u s t r a l i a  o f  w h i c h  h e  h a d  d r e a m e d  s o  m u c h ?

F o l l o w i n g  m y  u s u a l  c u s t o m  i n  a  s t r a n g e  c i t y  I  w a l k e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  t o
h a v e  a  g o o d  l o o k  a r o u n d ,  c r o s s e d  S p e n c e r  a n d  t h e n  w a l k e d  t h e  e n t i r e
l e n g t h  o f  C o l  I  i n s  S t r e e t .  l t  i s  a  r e p l  i c a  o f  0 d e s s a !  T h e  s a m e  w i d e
w e l  l - p a v e d  s t r e e t s ,  f i n e  m o d e r n  b u i  l d i n g s ,  s a m e  s h o p s ,  s a m e  b u s t l e
a n d ,  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  a n a l o g y ,  t h e  s a m e  d u s t  w h i c h  w a s  s o o n  l a i d  b y
a  s l i g h t  s h o w e r  o f  r a i n -  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  w e  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  o u r
l a s t  d a y s  i n  O d e s s a ( 2 ) .  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s h i p  s l  i g h t l y  d i s i  I  l u s -
i o n e d :  I  h a d  b e e n  e x p e c t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r ;  M e l b o u r n e  h a d  b e e n
ove r ra ted !

W e d .  7  D e c .  T o d a y  H o r t e n s e ,  L i n a  a n d  I  h a d  a  f u l l  d a y  i n M e l b o u r n e
a n d  c a m e  b a c k  t b  t h e  s h i p  a t  7  p . m .  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  t i r e d  o u t  t h a t  w e
c o u l d  h a r d l y  m o v e .  0 h !  M e l b o u r n e  i s  a  r e a l  c o q u e t t e !  S h e  d i s p l a y s
h e r  c h a r m  o n l y  b y  d e g r e e s ;  s h e  m a k e s  h e r s e l f  d e s i r a b l e  a n d  g i v e s
h e r s e l f  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d e s e r v e  i t .  W e  a r e  o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  a d -
m i r a t i o n  a n d  w e  t h r e e  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  s o  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s .  T h e
w e a t h e r  w a s  s u p e r b  w i t h  a  c l e a r  s k y ,  s o f t  l i g h t  a n d  a  p l e a s a n t
s p r i n g t i m e  w a r m t h  t h a t  e n a b l e d  u s  t o  s e e  M e l b o u r n e  c l e a r l y  i n  a l l
i t s  s p l e n d o u r .  W e  w a l k e d  u p  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  ( w h i c h  i s  v e r y
l o w )  t o  s e e  t h e  c i t y  p a n o r a m a  b u t  i t  w a s  a  w a s t e d  e f f o r t  f o r ' a s  f a r
a s  t h e  e y e  c o u l d  s e e  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  b u t  h o u s e s ,  m a n s i o n s  a n d
g a r d e n s .  F r o m  w h e r e  w e  s t o o d  i t  s t r e t c h e d  f o r  t e n  m i l e s  i n  e v e r y
d i r e c t i o n  ( 1 5  v e r s t s ) .  l t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  i t  a l l  s o  w e  v i s -
i t e d  t h e  f i n e s t  s u b u r b s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  b o t a n i c a l  g a r -
d e n s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  M u s e u m .

T h e  M u s e u m  i s  q u i t e  r e m a r k a b l e ;  l r d  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  b e t t e r
i n  E u r o p e ,  o r  a t  a n y  r a t e  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .  ( H e r e  H e n r y . d e v o t e s  t w o
p a g e s  t o  a n  e x c e l l e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s u b j e c t s
d i s p l a y e d  a t  t h e  M u s e u m  a n d  o n c e  m o r e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  a m a z i n g  m e m -
o r y  b y  t h e  d e t a i l  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  d e s c r i b e s  m o s t  l u c i d l y  w i t h  t h e  e n -

t h u s i a s m  o f  a  y o u t h  i n  W o n d e r l a n d ,  m u c h  o f  w h a t  t h e y  s a w ! ) .  H e  r e -
sumes :

F i n a l l y  w e  s a w  a  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e r W e l c o m e  N u g g e t ' ,  a  s o l i d  l u m p  o f
g o l d  w e i g h i n g  2 , 1 3 5  o u n c e s ,  w h i c h  w a s  s o l d  f o r  € 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  W e  w e n t
t h r o u g h  t h e  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  c i t y
n e a r  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e .  ( H e n r y  a l s o  a b l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  d e l  i g h t f u l
1 0 0  a c r e s  w i t h  i t s  7 , 0 0 0  s p e c i e s  o f  p l a n t s ,  s h r u b s  a n d  t r e e s .  H e
t h e n  d e v o t e s  m a n y  p a g e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f
t h i s  c i t y  o f  o v e r  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  ( 1 8 8 7 )  a n d  I  c a n  a s s u r e  t h e  r e a d e r
t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  m i s s  m u c h ! )  H e  a l s o  a s k e d  a n  e m p l o y e e  i n  t h e  B o t -
a n i c a l  G a r d e n s  h o w  t h e y  h a d  b u i l t  s u c h  a  c i t y  i n  5 0  y e a r s  a n d  h e r e
f o l l o w s  t h e  r e p l y ,  b u t  h e  f o r g o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e € 1 2 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  o f  g o l d
w o n  i n  V i c t o r i a  a n d  N . S . w .  f r o m  1 8 5 1  t o  1 8 6 2 ,  w h o s e  l 8 B 7  v a l u e
w o u f d  h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  g r e a t e r ,  t h e  1 9 7 7  v a l u e  w o u l d  p o s s i b l y  b e  2 0
f o l d .  H e n r y  a l s o  q u o t e s  i n  f u l l  t h e  l o n g  i n s c r i p t i o n  o n  J o h n  B a t -
m a n t s  g r a v e .  H e r e  i  s  t h e  g a r d e n e r r s  r e p l y :

rMost  o f  the  peop le  who came here  are  men o f  ac t ion  who have had the
e n t e r p r i s e  t o  t e a r  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d ;  a l l  n a t i o n s  a r e
r e p r e s e n t e d ;  w h a t  o n e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  a n o t h e r  d o e s  a n d  t e a c h e s  h i m .
F i n a l l y  w e  h a v e  h a d  s o m e  r e m a r k a b l e  m e n  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w e a l ,
t h e  M u l l e r s ,  t h e  C o l l i n s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r i  a m o n g s t  w h o m  I  a m  p l e a s e d
t o  s a y  w e r e  s o m e  S w i s s ,  t h e  C a s t e l l a s  a n d  t h e  d u  P u r y s  e t c . ,  w h o
h a v e  i m p r i n t e d  o n  o u r  w a y s  t h a t  s e a l  o f  c o u r t e o u s  e l e g a n c e ,  s e r i o u s
n e s s  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o u r  f o r  w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o t e d . l

t " / e  l e f t  M e l b o u r n e  a t  l  l  a . m .  o n  T h u r s .  8  D e c .  1 8 8 7  a n d  a s  t h e r e  i s
p l e n t y  o f  r o o m  o n  b o a r d  n o w ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  m o r e  s p a c e  f o r  p l a y
a n d  c a n  r u n  a b o u t  f r e e l y .  0 n  F r i d a y  i t  w a s  f o g g y  a n d  w e  r e g r e t t e d
o u r  i n a b i l  i t y  t o  s e e  t h e  h i g h  m o u n t a i n s  h e r e a b o u t s .  W e  a r r i v e d  i n
S y d n e y  a t  9  a . m .  o n  t h e  1 O t h

D e a r  f r i e n d s !  W e  t h o u g h t  w e  h a d  e x h a u s t e d  o u r  a d m i r a t i o n  i n  M e l b -
o u r n e  b u t  S y d n e y  s u r p a s s e s  a l l  i m a g i n a t i o n .  T h e  m a n y  d e s c r i p t i o n s
I  h a d  r e a d  o f  S y d n e y  h a d  g i v e n  m e  a  b a r e  i d e a  o f  i t s  i n c o m p a r a b l e
s e t t i n g .  l m a g i n e  a  r o c k y  c o a s t  o f  g r e a t  v e r t i c a l  c l  i f f s  w a s h e d  b y
t h e  o c e a n  a n d  o u r  s h i p  a d v a n c i n g  t o w a r d s  t h i s  w a l l  a s  i f  i t  w e r e
g o i n g  t o  c r a s h  i n t o  i t .  S u d d e n l y  w e  s a w  a  s i c k l e - s h a p e d  b r e a k  i n t o
w h i c h  t h e  s h i p  t u r n e d  g r a c e f u l  l y .  W e  p a s s e d  q u i c k l y  t h r o u g h  t h e s e
t w o  t h r e a t e n i n g  h e a d s  a n d  w e  f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  s p l e n d i d  a n d  g i -

(1 )  Pato is .  'You ' re  verg  heaTthg mg son ' -

(2) No such thing as bitumen streets then. UsuaTTg our cities
had a street or two paved with wood bTocks (as were Queen and
EagTe Streets to about the f irst war). The others were macadam
(compacted gravel) or else just natural earth surface. Much ot
the road to Wgnnum and Sand.gate to about. L974 was a narrow,d.usty,
sand and graveT buggg track, much of it through near-virgin bush!
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g a n t i c  h a r b o u r  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  m a n y  m i l e s  i n l a n d  a n d  h a d  m a n y  s m a l l
b a y s  r u n n i n g  o f f  i t  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  I  i k e  t h e  s e r r a t i o n s  o f  a n  o a k
l e a f .  T h e  h a r b o u r  i s  f r a m e d  i n  v e r d a n t  h i l l s ,  s o m e  s t i l l  c o v e r e d
w i  t h  v i  r g i  n  f o r e s t ,  o t h e r s  c r o w n e d  w i  t h  h o u s e s ,  c o t t a g e s ,  o r c h a r d s ,
a n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  ( H e  t h e n  d e s c r i b e s
the  c  i  t y  a t  some  I  eng th  and  con t  i  nues  :  )

A  B R I E F  S T O P  I N  S Y D N E Y

I  reg re t  t ha t  we  on l y  s tayed  a  f ew  hou rs  i n  Sydney .  Our  l uggage  was
p romp t l y  o f f - l oaded  on to  a  sma l l  s team tende r  t ha t  t ook  us  t h rough
s o m e  o f  t h e  b a y s  t o  t h e  r C i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e r ,  a  c o a s t a l  s t e a m e r  w i t h
s a i l s ,  i s  o f  5 0 0  t o n s  a n d  h a s  2 0 0  h . p .  e n g i n e s .  l t  i s  t o  t a k e  u s  t o
B r i s b a n e  f o r  3 0 / -  p e r  h e a d .  W e  l e f t  o n  t i m e  a n d  c a s t  a  l a s t  a d m i r -
i n g  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n .

S u n .  t h e  l l t h  f o u n d  u s  s a i l  i n g  u p  t h e  c o a s t  w h i c h  i s  a l l  m o u n t a i n o u s ,
w o o d e d  a n d  p i c t u r e s q u e .  W e  c o n t i n u a l  l y  f i n d  p o i n t s  o f  c o m p a r i s o n
w i t h  t h e  l o w e r  c r e s t s  o f  t h e  J u r a  ( M t n s ) ,  t h e  J o r a t  o f  V a u d  a n d  e v e n
t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  D e n t s  d u  M i d i .  O u r  b o a t  i s  a n  o l d  c r o c k  t h a t
h a s  b e e n  i n  s e r v i c e  f o r  t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s ,  d a n c e s  I  i k e  a n  e m p t y  e g g -
s h e l l  o n  t h e  w a v e s  a n d  m i r a c u l o u s l y  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  a p a r t !  F o r t u n a t e -
l y  t h e  o c e a n  l i v e s  u p  t o  i t s  n a m e  o f  P a c i f i c .  O u r  l a d i e s  a r e  a  w e e
b i t  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  s h i p ' s  m o t i o n  a n d  o n l y  t o y  w i t h  t h e i r  m e a l s
w h i c h  a r e  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  v a r i e d  t h a n  o n  t h e r 0 r i e n t r .  T h e  j o u r n e y
i s  ra the r  mono tonous  and  eve ryone  yea rns  f o r  t e r ra  f i rma .  Howeve r
w e  a r e  p u t t i n g  a  g o o d  f a c e  o n  i t  a n d  b e a r i n g  o u r  t r o u b l e s  p a t i e n t l y ,
w h i l e  t h e  a g i l i t y  o f  a  s c h o o l  o f  d o l p h i n s  r e l i e v e s  t h e  b o r e d o m . -

M o n .  1 2  D e c .  W e  w e r e  t o  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  a t  t e n
a . m .  b u t  o u r  b o a t  s a i l s  s o  p o o r l y  t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  b a y  t h a t
l e a d s  t o  t h e  B r i s b a n e  R i v e r  t i l l  a b o u t  2  p . m . ,  d e s p i t e  a  f a v o u r a b l e
w i n d  a n d  a l s o  h a d  a l l  s a i l s  s e t  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y .  T h e  e n -
t r a n c e  i s  f u l l  o f  s a n d  b a n k s  a n d  r e e f s  a n d  h a r d  t o  n a v i g a t e . ( 1 )  A t
l a s t  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  r i v e r  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  b e  a b o u t  a  m i l e  w i d e  a t  i t s
mou th .

BRISBANE AT  LAST

D e a r  f r i e n d s !  H o w  u n t r u e  a r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  A u s t r a l  i a
t h a t  w e  h a d  r e a d .  l n s t e a d  o f  a r i d  g r o u n d ,  s p a r s e  f o r e s t s  w i t h o u t
shade ,  we  found  bo th  banks  o f  t he  B r i sbane  R ive r  cove red  w i th  dense
e u c a l y p t u s  f o r e s t s ,  m a g n o l  i a s  a n d  b a m b o o s  w i t h  d e n s e  g r e e n  f o l  i a g e
e v e r y w h e r e ( 2 ) .  T h e  a l  l u v i a l  s o i  I  o f  t h e  r i v e r  f l a t s  i s  w o n d e r f u l  l y
f e r t i l e .  H e r e  a n d  t h e r e  t h e  f o r e s t  h a s  b e e n  c l e a r e d  t o  m a k e  w a y f o r
f a r m s  a n d  c o t t a g e s  w h o s e  o v e r a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  d e l i g h t e d  u s  f o r  i t  i s
b o t h  w i  I d  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s .

A t  l a s t ,  e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  m o u t h ,  w e  s a w  t h e  c i t y  a n d
t h i s  t i m e  w e  w e r e  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d .  A t  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  S y d n e y  E m i l e
k e p t  s a y i n g ,  r l r m  a  l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  i t  i s  t o o  E u r o p e a n ! r  H e r e
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w e  h a v e  a  m i x t u r e  o f  u n t a m e d  n a t u r e  a n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  f i t  t o  m a k e
t h e  a s h e s  o f  J e a n  J a c q u e s  ( R o u s s e a u )  q u i v e r  w i t h  j o y .  l m a g i n e  P a r -
i s  s e t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a b u n d a n t  v i r g i n  f o r e s t .  T h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a  o f
Q u e e n  S t r e e t ,  G e o r g e  S t r e e t  e t c .  h a s  m a n s i o n s ,  l a r g e  s h o p s  a n d
b u i l d i n g s  a s  g o o d  a s  i n  a n y  E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l .  T h e  s h o p s  i n  p a r t i c -
u l a r  a r e  o f  u n p a r a l  l e l e d  l u x u r y  a n d  f i t t e d  w i t h  s u c h  t a s t e  a s  i s
o n l y  f o u n d  i n  P a r i s ( 3 ) .  l , J e d e r s  s h o p  w i n d o w s  i n  O d e s s a  w o u l d  b e
t h  i  r d  r a t e  h e r e .

T h e  s u b u r b s  t h a t  s t r e t c h  f o r  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  h a v e
h o u s e s  s e t  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t s .  A s  a  f r a m e  t o  t h e  c i t y S  p i c t u r e
t h e r e  i s  a  r i n g  o f  w o o d e d  h i l l s  a n d  m o u n t a i n s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e
B r i s b a n e  R i v e r  f l o w s  a n d  m e a n d e r s  c a p r i c i o u s l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e
o f  t h e  c i t y  l i k e  a n  a z u r e  r i b b o n  f l o a t i n g  c u r v a c e o u s l y  i n  t h e  w i n d
w h i c h  g i v e s  B r i s b a n e  a  q u i t e  r o m a n t i c  s e t t i n g .  \ y ' e  w e r e  t h r i l l e d
r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  a n d  d a n c e d  w i t h  j o y  o n  d e c k  a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t e d
each  o the r  a t  eve ry  f r esh  d i scove ry  we  made .

T h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  o u r  j o u r n e y  w a s  l i k e  a  v o y a g e  i n  f a i r y l a n d .  A t
l a s t  w e  l a n d e d  a t  6  p . m .  o n  M o n d a y  1 2 t h  t t e c . ,  s i x t y  d a y s  a f t e r  l e a v -
i n g  C h a b a  a n d  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f i f t e e n  d a y s  w a s t e d  a t  P o r t  S a i d !
May  God  be  thanked  a  t housand  t imes  fo r  we  a re  a l l  i n  good  hea l t h ,
w i t h  j o y o u s  h e a r t s  a n d  c o n f i d e n t  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .

\ y ' e  ve ry  soon  expe r i enced  ou r  f i r s t  d i f f i cu l t y  f o r  we  do  no t  know a
s o u l  i n  B r i s b a n e !  T h e  p e o p l e  w e  h a d  t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  a n d  t h e  f o l k
w i t h  w h o m  w e  h a d  s t r u c k  u p  a  f r i e n d l y  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o n  b o a r d ,  l e f t
u s  i n  t h e  l u r c h  w i t h o u t  e v e n  g i v i n g  u s  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s .  W e  s o o n
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  s e l f - h e l p  -  H e a v e n  h e l p s
t h o s e  w h o  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s !  |  l e f t  t h e  f a m i l y  o n  t h e  b o a t  a n d  m y
b e l o n g i n g s  a t  t h e  c u s t o m s  h o u s e ,  w h e r e  t h e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  v e r y  a m i -
a b l e ,  p o l i t e  a n d  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  t o  t r a v e l l e r s .  I  h o p e  y o u  g e t  t h i s
m e s s a g e ,  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  C u s t o m s  i n  E u r o p e !  ( 4 )

I  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i n  t e n  m i n u t e s  I  h a d  b o o k e d  t w o  s m a l l
r o o m s  a t  t h e  E x c h a n g e  H o t e l ,  E d w a r d  S t r e e t ,  a t  1 / -  p e r  p e r s o n .  I n
h a l f  a n  h o u r  w e  w e r e  a l l  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e r e  c o m f o r t a b l y .  B e l i e v e  m e ,

( I ) Theg apparentTg entered the bag bg the NorXh East Channel_
at Xhe top edge of Moreton Isfand.

(2) One wonders where he saw the magnolias and where the bamboos
were growing at that tine.

( 3 ) Strangelq enough, I had the same impression at the end of
7979, after an absence in Europe of three and a haTf gears.
Finneg's new 1910(?) isLand windows in eueen Street were not in-
ferior to the .best shop front dispTags in London and paris.

(4) Theg probabTg Tanded at ot near the Custom House wharf, one
of the citg,s busjest t iLl  about thirXg gears ago. \Their steamer
'the f irsx buiTt in Austral ia, was a r icketg old tub whose everg
boft creaked as we pToughbd on our wearg wag'. (PauL T.)
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I  t h a n k e d  G o d  t h a t  w e  h a d  a t  l a s t  a r r i v e d  s a f e l y ,  a s  I  k i s s e d  m y
l i t t l e  o n e s  g o o d n i g h t  a n d  d i d  t h e  s a m e  f o r  t h e  g r o w n - u p s  t o o !

W h i l e  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  w a s h i n g  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  b e d ,  E m i l e
a n d  I  w e n t  o u t  f o r  a  w h i l e  t o  s t r o l  I  q u i e t l y  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  l , / e
hea rd  some hymn-s ing ing  and  v /en t  i n to  a  t emperance  soc ie t y  mee t i ng ,
p r e s i d e d  o v e r  b y  t h e  R e v e r e n d  W i l s o n ,  a  y o u n g  c l e r g y m a n  w i t h  a n  o p -
en  and  a t t r ac t i ve  f ace  who  sugges ted  tha t  we  s ign  the  p ledge  on  the
spo t .  We  were  g rea t l y  embar rassed  fo r  i f  we  s igned  who  wou ld  s i p
o u r  w i n e s  i f  w e  m a d e  a n y ?  |  r e p l i e d ,  r l  d r i n k  w i n e  b u t  I  d o  n o t  a -
b u s e  i t ;  p l e a s e  a l l o w  m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  a t  m y  l e i s u r e . r
N e v e r t h e l e s s  h e  o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  m e  i n  a n y  w a y  p o s s i b l e  a n d  I  e x p e c t
t o  c a l I  o n  h i m  o n e  o f  t h e s e  d a y s .

0 n  T u e s  1 3  D e c  I  w e n t  f o r  a n  e a r l y - m o r n i n g  w a l k  a s  I  w a s  i n  a  h u r -
r y  t o  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  c i t y .  I n  t h e  b o o k s h o p s  I  c o u l d  n o t
f i n d  a n y  g u i d e  o r  b o o k  o n  Q u e e n s l a n d  t h a t  m i g h t  a s s i s t  m e  t o  g e t  t o
know the  coun t r y  and  peop le .  A f t e r  b reak fas t  we  two  men  se t  ou t
w i th  Ho r tense  to  l ook  f o r  a  sma l l  house  to  ren t ,  We  wen t  t o  Sou th
B r i s b a n e  b u t  t h e  l o c a l i t y  d i d  n o t  p l e a s e  u s  s o  w e  h u r r i e d  t o  R e d
H i l l .  l t  i s  a  h i l l  o f  r e d d i s h  c l a y  f r o m  w h i c h  o n e  h a s  a  f i n e  v i e w
o v e r  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  b u t  t h e  g r o u n d  i s  a r i d  a n d  t h e
w a t e r  i s  s c a r c e .

We got  back at  noon,  empty handed,  drank a cup of  cof fee and set
o u t  a g a i n ,  c a l l i n g  f i r s t  a t  t h e  L a n d s  O f f i c e ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s  l a n d
s e t t l e m e n t .  I  f o u n d  t h e r e  a  f r i e n d l y  a n d  o b l  i g i n g  g e n t l e m a n ,  a  M r .
Shephe rd ,  who  gave  me  a  mass  o f  use fu l  i n fo rma t i on .  T ru l y  t he re
a re  some good  peop le  t o  whom one  can  commun ica te  i deas  so  qu i ck l y
tha t  one  has  the  fee l i ng  o f  hav ing  me t  t hem be fo re  somewhere .  He
i n t r o d u c e d  m e  t o  a  c o l l e a g u e  w h o  s p o k e  G e r m a n  v e r y  w e l l ,  a  M r .
Thomas ,  and  gave  me  a  l e t t e r  o f  i n t roduc t i on  t o  a  f o rmer  German
m a s t e r  a t  t h e  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l ,  H e r r  S c h m i d t .

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  g a v e  m e  i s  g u i t e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y
a n d  I  s e n s e  s o m e  p r e j u d i c e  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  c l a r i f y  m a t t e r s .  W e  s h a l  I
see  tomor row  fo r  I  am to  mee t  t he  M in i s te r  f o r  Lands .  l f  I  hadon l y
m y s e l f  t o  t h i n k  o f  I  w o u l d  q u i c k l y  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d  b u t  I  t h i n k  o f
t h e  f i n e  r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n  m e  a n d  w i l l  n o t ,  e x c e p t  a s  a
l a s t  r e s o r t ,  a b a n d o n  m y  i d e a  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  t i n y  S w i t z e r l a n d  i n  t h i s
l o v e l y  c o u n t r y .  I  w a s  h o p i n g  t o  f i n d  a  c o t t a g e  e a s i l y  b u t  o n  c a l -
c u l a t i n g  o u r  f u n d s  w e  f i n d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o n l y  e x a c t l y  S 5 0  l e f t ! ( 1 ) .
Th i s  i s  abou t  one - ten th  o f  wha t  we  sha l l  need  to  make  a  s ta r t  unde r
g o o d  c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  I  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  p r o v i d e !

FUNDS WERE LOW - LETTERS FROM HOME !

Grea t  j oy  f o r  us  t oday  fo r  t he  ma i l  b rough t  us  a  hand fu l  o f  l e t t e r s !
(a )  f r om my  dea r  mo the r ;  f r om the  Monod  synd i ca te ;  f r om Jean  Anse rm '
e t ;  ( b )  f r om dea r  g randpa  and  g randma a t  Chaba ;  and  ( c )  f r om ou r

good  f r i ends  the  Schanze rs ,  Geneux  and  Mendes  -  a l l  b rough t  good
news .  Bu t  why  d id  I  r ece i ve  no th ing  f rom Augus te?

l ' / e d  1 4  D e c ,  A t  l a s t  l h a v e  f o u n d  a n  a l m a n a c k  ( P u g h t s  ? )  t h a t  c o n -
ta ins  much  use fu l  i n fo rma t i on  and  Mr .  Shephe rd  has  a l so  g i ve l ]me  con -
s i d e r a b l e  o f f i c i a l  m a t e r i a l .  A f t e r  m u c h  r u n n i n g  a b o u t  I  h a v e  a t
l a s t  f o u n d  s o m e w h e r e  t o  l i v e ,  i n  t h e  s u b u r b  o f  R o s a l i e ( 2 ) .

Thu r  15  Dec .  l t  t ook  a  who le  day  to  co l l ec t  ou r  be long ings  f rom
the  Cus toms  House  and  se t  up  house  i n  ou r  new home.  The  on l y  i t em
tha t  appea red  l i ke l y  t o  a t t r ac t  cus toms  du ty  was  ou r  s i l ve rware .  I
p r o m p t l y  a n d  f r a n k l y  d e c l a r e d  w h a t  w e  h a d  a n d  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t e  o f f i -
c e r  l e t  i t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  a  f r i e n d l y t a l l  r i g h t r .  T h e  c u s t o m s  o f f i c -
e r s  a r e  i n d e e d  p o l  i t e  a n d  o b l  i g i n g  o f f i c i a l s .  O u r  h o u s e  i s  a b o u t
h a l f  a  m i l e  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i s  a  c h a r m i n g  l i t t l e
c o t t a g e  o f  t h r e e  r o o m s  a n d  a  k i t c h e n ,  b u i l t  o f  p a i n t e d  e u c a l y p t u s
t i m b e r  a n d  r o o f e d  w i t h  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n ( 3 ) .  l t  i s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f
a  p l e a s a n t  h a l f - f o r e s t e d  d e l l .  0 n  o n e  s i d e  a  f e w  t h i c k e t s  o f t b u s h r
a r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  w h i l e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  t r a i n s  p a s s  w i t h i n  s i g h t ,
b u s e s  g o  b y ,  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  m a i n  c a r r i e s  t h i s  p r e c i o u s  l i q u i d  r i g h t
t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  d o o r ( 4 ) .

F r i  1 6  D e c .  I  m a d e  s o m e  c a l l s  t h i s  m o r n i n g  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  a  c o p y  o f
t h e  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l a n d s  a n d  e a g e r l y  s a t  d o w n  t o
s t u d y  t h e m .  0 n  S a t u r d a y  I  v i s i t e d  M r .  L a m b e r t ,  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  m a n ,
respons ib le  f o r  some  o f  t he  bes t  p rov i s i ons  o f  t he  l and  l aws  and  who
i s  a  g r e a t  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  L a n d s ,  t o  w h o m  h e  w i l l  i n t r o -
duce  me  on  Monday .  I  a l so  rece i ved  f rom Mr .  Schmid t  i n t roduc t i ons
t o  s o m e  v i n e y a r d  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d .

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  I  w e n t  w i t h  H o r t e n s e  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a  p l e a s e n t
w a l k  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d .  W h a t  d e l  i g h t f u l  s c e n e r y !  E v e r y w h e r e  a r e
w o o d e d  h i l l s  a n d  l i t t l e  g r e e n  v a l l e y s  a n d  i n  t h i s ' b u s h r o n e  s u d d e n -
l y  f i n d s  a  c h a r m i n g  v i  I  l a  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  i  r o n  v e r a n d a h  r a i  I  i n g s .
T h e s e  h o u s e s  w i t h  t h e i r  l i g h t  c o l o u r s  t h u s  f r a m e d  i n  g r e e n e r y  l o o k
d e l  i g h t f u l .  W e  m a d e  t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  o u r  l a n d l o r d  a n d  h i s  w i f e
and  found  tha t  t he  l a t t e r  speaks  good  F rench  and  has  i nv i t ed  us  t o .
v i s i t  h e r  a t  h e r  c o u n t r y  p l a c e  a b o u t  t e n  m i l e s  f r o m  h e r e .  D o  y o u

(1)  This wouLd probabJg (?)  equal  about  $2,000 in 7977.

(2) 'AJna Cottage'I Bagswater Street opposite Milton State SchooL
The house (nodified) is sti7l standing in 1977 and was easiTg rec-
ognised as Virgie pointed it out to me mang gears ago. In other
respects the scene has greatTg changed.

(3)  I t  is  actuaTlg 14 n iTes to thec.P.O. Great  walkers, the Swjss!

(4) Throughout his account Henrg spe71s bush with a capit tB' but
we use the word in a generaT wag to describe the 'outbackt countrg
or just vitgin or neat-natural foresx areas; or non-urban areas.



k n o w ,  t h i s  B r i s b a n e  p l e a s e s  m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e .  Y e s t e r d a y  I  v i s i t e d
t h e  e x c e l l e n t  M u s e u m  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o t h i n g  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  t o  m a t c h  i t .
H e r e  H e n r y  g i v e s  a  p a g e  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u e s :

T h e l 8 t h  D e c e m b e r  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s p e n t  o n  A u s t r a l -
i a n  s o i l ;  m a y  t h i s  d a y  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  f o l l o w  i t  b e  b l e s s e d .  I n  t h e
e v e n i n g  E m i l e  a n d  I  h a d  a  d e l i g h t f u l  w a l k  i n  t h e  b u s h .  A l l  t h e o u t -
s k i r t s  o f  B r i s b a n e  a r e  s t r e w n  w i t h  s m a l l  w o o d e d  h i l l s  a n d  r i d g e s b e -
t w e e n  w h i c h  a r e  s m a l l  f l a t  v a l l e y s  o f  a l l u v i a l  s o i l  t h a t  i s  a p p a r -
e n t l y  r i c h .

T h e  s o i l  o n  t h e  h i l l s  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  a  r e d d i s h  c l a y  m i x e d  w i t h  g r a -
v e l  o v e r  s i l u r i a n  r o c k  a n d  t h e y  t e l l  m e  i t  i s  t h e  w o r s t  s o i l  i n  t h e
c o l o n y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  l u x u r i o u s  v i  I  l a s  o n  t h e  o u t s k i  r t s  a r e  a l  I
se t  i  n  sp l  end ' i  d  ga rdens  where  Eu ropean  and  t rop  i ca l  p l  an t s  f l ou r  i  sh
equa l  l y  we l  I  .  G rapes  wou ld  g row  he re  bu t  wou ld  i nvo l ve  ex t reme ly
d i f f i c u l t  w o r k  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  w i n e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e a n e a r t h y
t a s t e .

W h a t  a  d e l i g h t  i t  i s  t o  s t r o l l  i n  t h e s e  w o o d s  f i l l i n g  o n e r s  l u n g s
w i t h  t h e  p u r e  f o r e s t  a i r !  T h e  b i g g e s t t r e e s  h a v e  b e e n  f e l l e d  a n d
u t i l i s e d  b u t  m a n y  s m a l l e r  o n e s  r e m a i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c a c i a s  a n d  e u -
c a l y p t s ;  t h e  l a t t e r s '  f o l  i a g e  s l  i g h t l y  r e s e m b l e s  t h a t  o f  t h e  c h e r r y
t r e e  a n d  h a v e  a  r e d d i s h  b a r k  I  i k e  a n  I n d i a n ' s  s k i n  w h i c h  i s  s h e d
e v e r y  y e a r ( 1 ) .

W i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  o n e  f i n d s  a  c h a r m i n g  v i l l a  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
f o r e s t  w i t h  g a r d e n ,  i r o n  g a t e  a n d  a  t h i c k - s e t  h e d g e !  A  l i t t l e  f u r -
t h e r  o n  i s  a  c o t t a g e  o f  p a i n t e d  w o o d  o n  p i l e s .  W e  w e r e  w o n d e r i n g
wha t  cou ld  cause  a  man  to  come  and  bu i l d  h i s  home ou t  t he re ,  when
w e  n o t i c e d  a  s t r e e t  s i g n  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  E m p r e s s  S t r e e t  a n d  Q u e e n
S t r e e t ,  f o r  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  f u t u r e  s u b u r b  t o  b e  c a l l e d
J u b i l e e  T o w n ( 2 ) .  T h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  a l l  l a i d  o u t  a n d  t h e  a l l o t m e n t s
a re  pegged .

T h e  w i s e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  a l l o t m e n t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  p a i d
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p o u n d s  p e r  a c r e  a n d  w h i c h  i n  t e n  y e a r s t  t i m e  w i l l  b e
w o r t h  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s !  0 h !  t h e s e  A u s t r a l  i a n s ;  t h e y
a r e  I  i k e  t h e i r  A m e r i c a n  c o u s i n s  w h o  f e a r  n o  r i s k s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s
j u s t i f y  t h e i  r  c o u r a g e .

T h e  s u b u r b  w h e r e  w e  l i v e  w a s  f o r e s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ;  t o d a y  i t  i s
do t ted  w i th  smar t  wooden  houses  I  i ke  a  f a rmer rs  sca t te red  beeh i ves ,
a n d  i n  f i v e  y e a r s r  t i m e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s h o p s  o f  f o u r  s t o r e y s ,  b a n k s ,
e t c .  !

Today  Mon  l l  Dec  I  had  a  con fe rence  w i th  t he  H in i s te r  -  con fe rence
n o t  a u d i e n c e ,  f o r  h e  i s  a  p l a i n  a n d  a m i a b l e  m a n  w h o  w e l c o m e d  m e
c o r d i a l l y  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  w i t h o u t  s h o w  a n d  m i n u s  a  m o b  o f  f l u n k e y s .
H e  p r o m i s e d  m e  h i s  s u p p o r t  a n d  t o l d  m e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g
a  L a n d  0 r d e r ,  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  l a t e r .
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NEW ACQUAI NTANCES

Today  the20 th  Dec .  I  me t  some  p leasan t  peop le .  One  i s  a  F renchman
who  se t t l ed  he re  f i f t een  yea rs  ago  and  two  Sw iss  one  o f  whom,  Mr .
Gross  teaches  a t  t he  Grammar  Schoo l  on  a  sa la ry  o f  f l 00  pe r  annum
p l u s  l o d g i n g ,  I  i g h t  a n d  l a u n d r y ( l ) .  L a s t l y  t h e r e  i s  a n  l t a l  i a n ,
M r .  P .  w h o  i s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  w i n e  t r a d e .  H e  i s  s t i l l  y o u n g  w i t h  a
l i v e l y  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  f a c e  a n d  h e  d r o v e  m e  t o  h i s  c e l l a r  a n d  d i i -
t i l l e r y  i n  a  d i s t a n t  s u b u r b .  T o  m a k e  h i s  w i n e  h e  h a s  o r g a n i s e d
wagone t tes  t ha t  f e t ch  t he  g rapes  f rom the  ra i lway  s ta t i on  and  mob-
i l e  p r e s s e s  t h a t  e m p t y  t h e  j u i c e  i n t o  c o n c r e t e  t a n k s  d u g  i n  t h e
f l o o r  o f  t h e  c e l  l a r  i t s e l f !

H o w e v e r  h i s  w i n e r y  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  u s e l e s s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f
w i n e  f o r  h i s  c e l l a r  i s  a t  g r o u n d  l e v e l  a n d  h a s  l a r g e  w i n d o w s  t h r o -
u g h  w h i c h  t h e  h o t  s u n  b e a t s  d o w n .  H e  s a y s  h e  h a s  2 0 1 0 0 0  g a l l o n s
o f  w i n e  t h a t  a r e  n o w  e x c e l  l e n t  v i n e g a r ,  h e n c e  t h e  d i s t i  I  l e r y .  1  |
l o s t  f 2 0 , 0 0 0  l a s t  y e a r ;  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t h i n g ,  i t  h a p p e n s  h e r e  e v e r y
day ! r  And  see ing  tha t  h i s  s ta temen t  l e f t  me  qu i t e  unmoved  he  add -
e d r Y o u  k n o w  t h a t  i s  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s . r
r ' A n d  y o u  w i l l  l o s e  a s  m u c h  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r  i f  y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p
you r  w ine  i n  a  ce l l a r  whe re  the  tempera tu re  i s  22  deg rees  Reaumur r r
(27oC o r  80oF) . '  rDo  you  th ink  so?  you  know I  am a  fo t t e r  by
t r a d e ! 1  r r A h ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  n o t  a  s u c c e s s ,  p o t t e r y  i s  t o o  f r a g i l e ,
e h ? "  r Y e s !  I  s o l d  t h a t  o u t  f o r  € 3 , 0 0 0  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  w e n t  i n t o
w i n e s .  L o o k  h e r e , r h e  w e n t  o n ,  r l  s e e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  a  s h r e w d  f e l l -
ow  and  w i l l  make  money  i n  t h i s  coun t r y .  Wo i . r l d  you  l i ke  me  to  go
t o  m y  b a n k  t o d a y ?  |  w i l l  c a l l  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  t o g e t h e r ;  w e  w i l l
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r m  a  c o m p a n y  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  o f  € 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  y o u  w i l l
p r o d u c e  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e l  I  w i l l  e x p o r t  t o  L o n d o n  a n d  p a r i s .  l t r s
a n  e x c e l l e n t  b a r g a i n ! l

T h e r e  i t  i s ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  d i s e a s e  i n  a l l  i t s  n a k e d n e s s - a n  u n -
b r i d l e d  p a s s i o n  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  u s e d  f o r  a  g a m b l e .
A  m a n  w i t h  o n l y  € 2 0  i n  h i s  p o c k e t  w i l l  g l a d l y  s p e c u l a t e  i t  i o r
{ 2 0 , 0 0 0  !

" N o ,  s i r ,  t t  I  s a i d ,  f r C a l m  d o w n ,  l e t  m e  s t u d y  t h e
p e o p l e  f o r  a  w h i l e .  I  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  n e e d
v i n e g a r  I  i k e  y o u r s !  "r l n d e e d  w e  s h a l  I  s e e  a b o u t  t h a t '  h e  r e p l  i e d ;  t a l  I

(1) Probablg spotted gum or sugar gum buX he
other conmon species.

coun t r y  and  the
€20 ,000  to  make

the same, you

does noX mention

(2) Empress Terrace, JubiTee, paral lel to Coopers Camp Road,
named for Queen Victoriars Jubilee that same gear.

(3) Quite a big salarg in those dags.
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w i  I  I  make  money ,  you  w i  I  I  . l

I  h a v e  n e g l e c t e d  m y  d i a r y  f r o m  2 l  t o  3 l D e c .  A l l  m y  f a c u l t i e s  a n d
e n e r g y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  a  s i n g l e  g o a l :  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a
s u i t a b l e  s i t e  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e  p r o j e c t .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o l l e c t e d  a
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p o l  i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A s  p a r t s  o f  m y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a r e
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a n d  r e q u i r e  c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  a n d  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  I  s h a l l
s u m m a r i s e  t h e m  l a t e r  o n  w h e n  a  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  i s  r e a c h e d .  T h a n k s  t o
the  numerous  books  tha t  I  have  been  ab le  t o  consu l t  and  a l so  t he
f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  M u s e u m  t h a t  I  o f t e n  v i s i t  I  a m  b e g i n n i n g  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f a i r l y  w e l  l .  I
b e l  i e v e  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  i s  t h e  m o s t  f a v o u r a b l e  f o r
t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  g r a p e  v i n e s .  I  e x p e c t  t o  l e a v e  t o m o r r o w ,  1  J a n .
( 1 8 8 8 )  t o  m a k e  c e r t a i n  o f  i t  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s p e c i a l  f a c t s  t h a t  I
need  to  remember ,

F i r s t l y ,  M r .  P .  a d v e r t i s e d  h i s  c o m p a n y  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  o f  S 2 0 , 0 0 0  a n d
i s s u e d  a  d a z z l i n g  p r o s p e c t u s ,  H i s  a i m  i s  t o  b u y  t h e  g r a p e s  a n d  t o
m a n u f a c t u r e  t h e  w i n e .  I  w i s h  h i m  s u c c e s s  f o r  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  a  b u y e r
f o r  o u r  g r a p e s  u n t i l  w e  c a n  e q u i p  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  a  c e l l a r !  E m i l e
h a s  f o u n d  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h  h i m  a t  t h r e e  a n d  h a l f  r o u b l e s  ( 7 / - )  p e r
d a y .

H E N R Y I S  F I R S T  L E T T E R  I N  E N G L I S H

D a t e d  2 7 t h  D e c . ' 1 8 8 7  |  s e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r
Lands ,  t he  Hon .  H .  Jo rdan .  l t  i s  THE F IRST LETTER THAT I  HAVE EVER
l / R I T T E N  l N  E N G L I S H  a n d  r e a d s :
r l  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  s t a t e  t o  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  t h a t  I  a m  c o m e  w i t h
m y  w h o l e  f a m i l y  d i r e c t  t o  Q u e e n s l a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o u n d  a  v i l l a g e  o f
S w i s s  v i g n e r o n s ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  a r e  n o w  l i v i n g  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  t h e
o t h e r s ,  s i n c e  s o m e  y e a r s ,  a r e  i n  R u s s i a  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  f o u n d e d ,  u n -
d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s o r  L o u i s  T a r d e n t ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  v i n e -
y a r d  c o l o n y  o f  C h a b a ,  n e a r  A k k e r m a n ,  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  B e s s a r a b i a .
l f  t he  t e rms  and  cond i t i ons  be  good  he re  I  can  reckon  on  a  number
f r o m  1 5  t o  2 0  f a m i l i e s  o f  c l e v e r  a n d  h o n e s t  v i q n e r o n s  a n d  h u s b a n d m e n
wel  I  known to me.

M y  s e r i o u s  i n t e n t i o n  b e i n g  w e l l  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  h e r e i n
enc losed  f rom the  P res iden t  o f  t he  Sw iss  Con fede ra t i on  and  the  Coun-
c i l  o f  S t a t e  ( 1 )  o f  m y  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y ,  I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  p r a y  r e -
s p e c t f u l l y  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  t o  g i v e  m e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  h e l p  m e  i n
a l l  t h a t  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  m y  p u r p o s e  w i l l  r e q u i r e .

I  t a k e  n o w  t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  p r a y  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

l s t l y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  f o r  m e  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a  g o o d  p l a c e  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t ;
2nd l y  t o  a l l ow  me  to  have  recou rse  to  You r  Exce l l ency  fo r  t he  coun -
s e l s  t h a t  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  p u t  y o u  i n  a ' p o s i t i o n t o g i v e ;

3 r d l y  t o  p u t  m e  i n  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  L a w  d i s p o s i t i o n  i n  v i r t u e  o f
w h i c h  a  L a n d  O r d e r  o f  € 2 0  i s  g i v e n  t o  e v e r y  i m m i g r a n t  c o m i n g  t o
Q u e e n s l a n d  a t  h i s  o w n  c o s t .

The  pe rsons  fo r  wh i ch  I  have  pa id  t he  voyage  expenses  a re  B  f rom
w h i c h  4  a r e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  f i v e  t o  t e 2 y e a r s .

l y ' e  s ta r ted  f rom Odessa  the  13  o f  Oc tbbe r  and  came to  A lexand r i a  i n
Egyp t ,  hav ing  no t  f ound  the re  a  s teamer  f o r  Queens land  we  wen t  t o
P o r t  S a i d  w h e r e  w e  h a d  t o  w a i t  2  w e e k s  f o r  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  s h i p .
S e e i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  f o r  u s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o m e  d i r e c t  t h r o u g h  T o r r e s
S t r a i t ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  s e c o n d  c l a s s  p l a c e s  o n  t h e  s h i p
o f  t he  Q .R .M.L .  we re  occup ied  by  gove rnmen t  passenge rs ,  we  reso l v -
e d  t o  c o m e  v i a  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  S y d n e y  o n  t h e  s h i p t O r i e n t t f r o m  t h e
0 .S .N .C .  We  came to  Sydney  the  iO th  December  and  the  same day  we
s t a r t e d  o n  t h e r C i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e t f o r  B r i s b a n e ,  w h e r e  w e  a r r i v e d
the  12 th  o f  December .

I  have  the  honou r  t o  be  You r  Exce l l ency t s  obed ien t  se rvan t
( s i s n e c )  H . T .  ( 2 ) '

I  a t t a c h e d  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  m y  r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o
o b t a i n  a  l a n d  v o u c h e r  f o r  e i g h t  p e r s o n s  w i t h  t h e  n a m e  a n d  a g e  o f
e a c h .

A f t e r  w r i t i n g  m y  l e t t e r  I  d i d  w h a t  M o l i e r e  d i d  w i t h  h i s  p l a y s ,  I
r e a d  i t  t o  m y  n e i g h b o u r  t h e  b a k e r ' s  w i f e ( 3 ) .  A s  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  i t
f r o m  s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  w i l l  a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d
i t !  A s  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d ,  t h i s  d a t a
i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  L a n d  O r d e r  o r  L a n d  V o u c h e r  o f

(1) The second letter was from the Vice PresidenX of the Cant-
onal- (State) Cabinet.

( 2 ) Despite its shortcomings, this Letter indicates Eentg Tard-
ent's quite amazing fl-air for Tanguages because a few months
earfier he knew hardTg on? wo!( of EngTish! He guicklg inproved
it to such a renarkabLe standard that he was abTe in Less than
twentg Vears to win essag conpetit ions open to aLl_ Austral_ians!
(Henrg quotes the Minister,s friendTg repLg of 29-12-1887, No.
33890, in ful-7 and al-so his own replg of same date. Lands for
seiection were avail-abl-e in various areas and tViTJage Settl.e-
ment, sites were open at Nanango and Bundaberg. Eenrg keenTg
appreciated the friendTiness and assistance of the Lands Depart-
ment cierks and especiaTlg of the Minister, who had granted him
two cordiai inXerviews. In his Letter he toTd hin he was Teav-
ing for Roma to save precious time, where he hoped to find good
grape-growing 7and.

( 3 ) WorTd fanous author-producer of comic and satirical plags;
protege of  Louis XIV (1622-1673).



€ 2 0  p e r  p e r s o n ,  b u t  i s  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  p a i d  f u l l
f a r e  f r o m  E u r o p e .  A p p l  i c a n t s  a r r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  h a d  t o  p r o v e
t h e i r  b o n a  f i d e s .

T h e  s t o r y  c o n t i n u e s :  M e a n w h i  l e  o u r  f a m i  l y  I  i f e  w e n t  o n  a s  u s u a l .
O u r  C h r i s t m a s  w a s  d e l i g h t f u l :  a  s h o r t  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  m o r n -
i n g ;  a  l o n g  w a l k  i n  t h e  f r e s h  g r e e n  w o o d s  a n d  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a  s m a l l
C h r i s t m a s  t r e e  - a  e u c a l y p t ( 1 ) .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  d e c o r a t e d  i t  t h e m s e l v e s ;
t h e y  s a n g ,  p l a y e d  a n d  e a c h  o n e  r e c i t e d :  a  d e l i g h t f u l  s u r p r i s e  f o r  m e
p r e p a r e d  w i t h  g r e a t  s e c r e c y  b y  t h e  t w o  l a d i e s .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  i n t i -
m a t e  f a m i l y  f e s t i v e  g a t h e r i n g s  o n e  t h i n k s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  a b o u t  a b s e n t
o n e s ,  f a r  a w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h o  f o r  c e r t a i n ,  w i l l  a l s o  b e  t h i n k -
i n g  o f  u s .

A s  o f t e n  a s  t i m e  p e r m i t s  w e  g o  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d .  T h e t w o
boyso f ten  accompany  me  fo r  t hey  a re  exce l l en t  wa l ke rs  and  we  o f t en
c o v e r  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  k i l o m e t r e s  a n d  I  d o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  r e t u r n
l e s s  t i r e d  t h a n  l .  W e  a r e  a l l  i n  e x c e l l e n t  h e a l t h  a n d  g o o d  s p i r i t s .
The  hea t  ranges  be tween  15o  and  20o  R  and  as  i t  i s  t he  ra iny  season ,
g o o d  w a r m  s h o w e r s  o f t e n  f a l l  a n d  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  g r o w s  m a g i c a l l y ( 2 ) .

T h i s  y e a r  1 8 8 7  e n d s  t o d a y  a n d  h a s  b e e n  f i l l e d  w i t h  g r e a t  t r i a l s  a n d
joy for  us.  Thank God we have emerged wi th honour f rom the former
and  the  memory  o f  t he  o the rs  w i l l  be  eng raved  i n  ou r  hea r t s  f o r  eve r .
May  the  new yea r  see  the  founda t i on  o f  i  l as t i ng  and  p rospe rous  en -
t e r p r i s e ,  a  c e n t r e  o f  I  i g h t  a n d  w e l  l - b e i n g ;  A m e n !

A  S \ , J I S S  I N  A  P I O N E E R ' S  B A R K  H U T

5  J a n .  1 8 8 8 .  L a s t  y e a r  a t  t h i s  d a t e  I  w a s  a t  N i k o l a y e v  i n  a  t h r e e -
s to r i ed  house  -  a lmos t  a  mans ion  -  su r rounded  by  my  fam i l y  and  num-
e r o u s  f r i e n d s .  T o d a y  I  a m  i n  a  b a r k  h u t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d
r b u s h r  1 6 , 0 0 0  k m  f r o m  m y  o l d  f r i e n d s  a n d  o v e r  3 0 0  m i l e s  f r o m  m y  f a m -
i l y  I n  B r i s b a n e !  W h a t  a  p l u n g e  i n t o  s p a c e ,  i n t o  l i f e ,  i n t o  a  d r e a m
w o r l d ;  i n t o  r e a l i t y  t o o !  W e l l ,  I  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  m y  m i n d  i s  m o r e  a t
ease  today .

Then  I  had  my  neck  mu f f l ed ;  d i sease  had  me  by  t he  th roa t .  l f  we
were  no t  l ack ing  i n  comfo r t ,  even  a f f l uence  then ,  t he  f u tu re  p ros -
p e c t s  w e r e  i n d e e d  g l o o m y - d e c l i n i n g  h e a l t h ,  a n  i m p e n d i n g  i n a b i l i t y
t o  p u r s u e  m y  p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  a  p r e m a t u r e ,  u s e l e s s  o l d
a g e ;  c h i l d r e n  t o  r e a r  w i t h  p o o r  p r o s p e c t s  a n d  a  l i f e  o f  s e r v i t u d e
a n d  s e r v i l i t y ;  c l e a r  s i g n s  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e m  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i v e  e f f e c t
o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n  w h o s e  m a i n  a i m  i s  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  a l l  o r i g i n a l i t y ,
o f  a l l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  c h a r a c t e r .  T o d a y  a l l  i s  c h a n g e d ;  t h e  p r e s -
e n t  i s  n o t  v e r y  h e a r t e n i n g . b u t  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  f u l l  o f  p r o m i s e .

As  fo r  you ,  my  own  dea r  f am i l y  i f  you  l ack  t he  comfo r t  t o  wh i ch  you
a r e  a c c u s t o m e d ,  i f  m a n y  p r i v a t i o n s  a n d  t r i a l s  l i e  a h e a d  o f  y o u ,  t h e
ou tcome w i l l  be  p ropo r t i ona te  t o  ou r  e f f oq t s ;  ease  and  i ndependence
w i l l  c o m e  w i t h o u t  a n y  d o u b t ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  d o u b l y  f r e e .  B u t  i n -
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s t e a d  o f  p h i l o s o p h i s i n g  I  o u g h t  t o  b e  t e l l i n g  y o u  h o w  I  c a m e  h e r e .

A f t e r  c o l  l e c t i n g  a l  I  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n a b l e  i n  B r i s b a n e  o n  t h e
c l  i m a t e ,  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  p r o d u c t s ,  t r a d e ,  i  n d u s t r y ,  c o m m u n  i  c a t  i o n s ,  p o l -
i t i c a l  s t a t u s ,  f l o r a ,  f a u n a ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t -
u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  I  c a m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e
v i t i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  I  i e s  o n  t h e  D a r l  i n g  D o w n s  p l a t -
e a u ,  e s p e c i a l  l y  i t s  w e s t e r n  e x t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  R o m a  d i  s t r i c t .

I n  o r d e r  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  w e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  g o  t h e r e  a l o n e  o n
t h e  l s t  J a n .  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  w o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  i t s  p r e t -
t y  I  i t t l e  B r i s b a n e  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  s h o r t  o f  n o t h i n g  -  e x c e p t
f u r n i t u r e !  W e  w e r e  f o r t u n a t e l y  a b l e  t o  s p e n d  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  t o g e t h e r
a n d  w e n t  f o r  a  d e l i g h t f u l  w a l k  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  B r i s b a n e  C e m e t e r y ,  o n
a  h i g h  h i l l  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  f i n e  m o n u m e n t s .

I  l e f t  b y  t r a i n  a t  5 . 4 0  a . m .  o n  2  J a n .  T h e  r a i l w a y s  h e r e  a r e  v e r y
r e c e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  a r e  a  n e w  t o y .  T h e  r a i l s  a r e  o n l y  l f t 5 i n s
a p a r t  a n d  t h e  c a r r i a g e s  a r e  j u s t  w i d e  e n o u g h  f o r  f o u r  p e r s o n s  t o
s i t  a b r e a s t  i n  c o m f o r t  b u t  t h e  t r a i n s  a r e  v e r y  f a s t .  F r o m  B r i s b a n e
t o  l p s w i c h  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  u n d u l a t i n g  a n d  u n e v e n .  A  f e w  y e a r s  a g o
i t  w a s  e n t i r e l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  e u c a l y p t  f o r e s t s ,  n o w  n u m e r o u s  c l e a r -
i ngs  have  been  made  whereonhe rdsg raze  and  where  the re  a re  even  a
f e w  c u l t i v a t e d  f  i e l d s .  I  o n l y  s a w  l p s w i c h ,  a  s m a l  I  t o w n ,  t m 6 Q f r
f f i  l t  has  some p re ten t i ons  t o  i ndus t r y  ( some
t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s )  a n d  i t  w a s  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  t h e  S t a t e ' s  c h i e f
t o w n .  l t  w o u l d  e v e n  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  c a p i t g l ,  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  o v e r -
s h a d o w e d  b y  i t s  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  B r i s b a n e ,  m u c h  n e a r e r  t h e  c o a s t .

F rom lpsw ich  to  Toowoomba  (p ronounced  Toowou-oum-ba  -  wh i ch  sounds
a  b i t  o u t l a n d i s h  t o  u s )  t h e  l i n e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a u d a c i o u s  a n d
p i c t u r e s q u e  i m a g i n a b l e  a s  i t  c l  i m b s  t h e  D i v i d i n g  R a n g e ( 3 ) .  l t
c l i n g s  t o  h i l l s i d e s ,  g o e s  d e e p  i n t o  l i t t l e  v a l l e y s  w i t h  s h a r p
c u r v e s  a n d  r e a p p  e a r s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  c r e s t ,  a l w a y s  c l i m b i n g  b u t  i f
t h e  r i d g e  i s  t o o  h i g h  t h e  l i n e  g o e s  u n d e r  i t  b u t  t h e  n u m e r o u s  t u n n -
e l s  a r e  s h o r t .  T h e  s c e n e r y  c h a r m e d  m e ,  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  t r e e s  e v e r y -
where .

(1) Henrg and ffortense beTieved that .the faniTg that prags xo-
gether staVs togeXher'; a catch-phrase not known then. It isweTL
proven in alf Lucie Barrit,s faniTies and aLso in those Tike Greg
TardenXts is TikeLg Xo develop Xo.

(2) Compar!?ive temperalu!:: gaugg readlngs.
Ream. Cent. Fah. Ream. Cent.

go oo 32o 2oo 2'5o
75o abt L9o 650 goo fooo

Fah.

740
2L20

( 3 ) Which is reaL7g onlg an escarpment here, the eastward face
of the Darl ing Downs plateau; higher points at Toowoomba are over
2 , 0 0 0  f t .  a . s . l . . ;  t h e  r a i T w a g  s t a t i o n  i s  a t  1 , 9 2 4  f t "  P o p .  J 2 , 0 O 0
in  l9OSwhenprocTa ined a  c i tg .  Pop.  in  f977 was over  65 ,O0O.
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N e a r  t h e  s u m m i t  a t  2 1 0 0 0  f e e t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s p l e n d i d  v i e w  o v e r  a  v a s t
l a n d s c a p e  o f  w o o d e d  m o u n t a i n  a n d  u n d u l a t i n g  p l a i n s  c o u n t r y .  l t  r e -
semb les  wha t  t he  Vaud  coun t r y ,  seen  f rom Ju ra  (M tns ) ,  wou ld  have
l o o k e d  I  i k e  i n  a n c i e n t  t i m e s .  A t  l 1 a , m .  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  T o o w o o m b a
( p r o n o u n c e  i t  c o r r e c t l y  p l e a s e  o r  y o u  w i l l  s p o i l  t h i s  l o v e l y  i f  u n -
u s u a l  n a m e !  )

I t  i s  a  s m a l l  t o w n  t h a t  h a s  s p r u n g  u p  I  i k e  a  m u s h r o o m  a t  t h e  h i g h -
e s t  p o i n t  o f  t h e  i n l a n d  p l a t e a u .  T h e  a i r  i s  c o o l e r ;  t h e  b u s h  h a s
b e e n  c l e a r e d  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  f a i r  n u m b e r  o f  c o r n f i e l d s  a n d  v e g e t a b l e
ga rdens .  The re  a re  even  some g rape  v ines  tha t  appea red  to  be  g row-
i n g  i n  a  s o f t  l i g h t  r e d  c l a y  l o a m .  I n  w e t  w e a t h e r  t h e  v i g n e r o n
w o u l d  f i n d  t h i s  s o i  I  s t i c k i n g  f i r m l y  t o  h i s  b o o t s !

F r o m  t h e r e  t o  R o m a  ( n o t  i n  l t a l y )  t h e  t r a i n  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  M i l e s
a n d  D a l b y ,  p l u s  a  h u n d r e d  t i n y  s t a t i o n s .  T h e  l a n d  i s  s l i g h t l y  u n -
d u l a t i n g  a n d  s l o p e s  d o w n  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  t o  t h e  i n l a n d  p l a i n s  o f  t h e
C e n t r e  o f  A u s t r a l  i a .  ( R o m a  i s  1 1 8  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  B r i s b a n e  ( l 4 9 o E. a t  a l t .  o f  9 8 0  f t . )  E v e r y w h e r e  t h e  s o i l  i s  r i c h ;  s o m e t i m e s  i t  i s
red  Toowoomba  vo l can i c  l oam,  some t imes  deep  b lack i  sh  a l  l uv ian  and
f i n a l l y .  a  d e e p  s h i n i n g  b l a c k  b a s a l t i c  s o i l  o f  v o l c a n i c  o r i g i n ,  o f
i n e x h a u s t i b l e  f e r t i l  i t y  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w h e a t  a n d  o t h e r  c e r -
e a l s .  S c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  D o w n s  t h e r e  a r e  f i e l d s  o f  m a i z e  b u t  f a r m -
i n g  h a s  o n l y  j u s t  s t a r t e d .

T rees  a re  eve rywhere ,  t r ees  and  more  t rees .  I n  p laces ,  howeve r ,
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t h i n n e d  o u t  - t r i n g - b a r k e d r  a s  t h e y  s a y  h e r e - t o  t h e
d e n s i t y  o f  a n  o r c h a r d  o r  l e s s  t o  p r o v i d e  g r a s s  f o r  s t o c k .  l n  a n y
c a s e  a l l  t h e  s u r f a c e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  h a r d y ,  s u c c u l e n t  g r a s s e s .
The re  a re  no t  many  he rds ;  I  saw  some o f  ca t t l e  bu t  on l y  two  f l ocks
o f  s h e e p ;  I  a m  t o l d  t h e y  a r e  f u r t h e r  o u t ( 1 ) .

A f t e r  s i x t e e n  h o u r s  o f  t r a i n  t r a v e l ,  I  a r r i v e d  a t  R o m a  a t  1 0  p . m .
somewha t  wea ry  f o r  I  had  wa tched  eve ry th ing  th rough  the  ca r r i age
w i n d o w  a n d  s e e n  s o  m a n y  t r e e s  f l e e i n g  b y  l i k e  g h o s t s  t h a t  m y  h e a d
w a s  s p i n n i n g  r o u n d  l i k e  a  w i n d m i l l !  |  w a s  a l s o  e x t r e m e l y  g r u b b y
and  ve ry  hung ry .
r W a t e r ,  p l e a s e ,  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t . r  T h e  m a i d  a t  t h e  s m a l l  h o t e l
w h e r e  I  h a d  p u t  u p  d i d  b r i n g  m e  w a t e r  f o r  a  w a s h - u p  b u t  a s  f o r f o o d ,
n o t h . i n g  d o i n g ;  m e a l  t i m e  w a s  p a s t !  t A  p i e c e  o f  b r e a d ,  a n  e g g ,  a
c a r r o t ,  a n y t h i n g  y o u  l i k e ? t  S a m e  r e p l y , ! r M e a l t i m e  i s  p a s t ! r ,  l f
suppe r  t ime  was  pas t  my  hunge r  had  no t  gone  w i th  i t !  |  wen t  t o  bed
in  a  bad  mood .  Un fo r tuna te l y  t he  mosq& i toes  had  no t  ea ten  e i t he r
a n d ,  s k i n n y  a s  I  a m ,  t h e y  s a w  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e y  s u p p e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  l !

The  nex t  day  I  was  up  ea r l y .  tMay  I  have  someth ing  to  ea t  p lease? l
Too  ea r l y  t oday  -  yes te rday  i t  was  too  l a te !  The  dev i  I  t ake  i t !  I
sha l l  l ook  e l sewhere  fo r  my  p i t t ance  o f  f ood .  Famished  though  I
was  I  wen t  ou t  and  had  a  l ook  a t  t he  t own .  Th i s  f u tu re  g rea t  C i t y

a\

o f  t h e  W e s t ,  w i t h  2 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  h a s  f o u r  s e t s  o f  c r o s s  s t r e e t s '
s e t  o u t  o n  t h e  s g u a r e .

T h e  t o w n  l o t s  a r e  a n  a c r e  e a c h  o n  w h i c h  s t a n d s  a  p r e t t y  l i t t l e
p a i n t e d  w o o d e n  h o u s e  r o o f e d  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n .  T h e r e
a r e  s h o p s ,  b a n k s ,  o n e  o r  t w o  c h u r c h e s ,  a  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  b a r r a c k s
and  above  a l  |  ,  ho te l  s  !

P a s s i n g  o n e  o f  t h e s e  I  n o t i c e d  t h r e e  g e n t l e m e n  h a v i n g  a  h e a r t y
b r e a k f a s t  a n d  I  i n v i t e d  m y s e l f  i n .  T h e y  w e l c o m e d  m e  h o s p i t a b l y  a n d
w i t h  o p e n  p u r s e  a n d  a f t e r  I  m a d e  t h e i r  a c q u a i n t a n c e  t h e y  g a v e  m e
s o m e  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e y  t o l d  m e  o f  a
F r e n c h  v i g n e r o n ,  a  M r .  R . ,  a  f e w  m i l e s  f r o m  t o w n .

EARLY GRAPE-GROI. /ERS AT BUNGEI/ORGORAI

I  t o o k  a  t i c k e t  t o  B u n g e w o g o r a i  r a i l  s t a t i o n  a n d  f r o m  t h e r e  I  p l u n -
g e d  i n t o  t h e  b u s h  o n  f o o t  a n d  b y  g o o d  l u c k  I  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  R r s
v ineya rd  whe re  I  f ound  on l y  a  young  g i r l  a t  home .  I  spoke  to  he r
i n  E n g l i s h .  r l  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d , ' s h e  r e p l i e d  h a l f  i n  E n g l i s h  a n d
h a l f  i n  P r o v e n g a l  p a t o i s .  ' r B u t  y o u  s p e a k  F r e n c h  M a d e m o i s e l  l e ,  r i '  I
s a i d  i n  F r e n c h .  r C e r t a i n l y  I  s p e a k  i t . t

B e f o r e  l o n g  I  h a d  m a d e  t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y :  f a t h e r ,
m o t h e r ,  d a u g h t e r  a n d  t h r e e  b o y s .  T h e y  a r e  a  w o r t h y  F r e n c h  f a m i l y
who  a r r i ved  he re  a  f ew  mon ths  ago  and  a re  ve ry  happy .  I  was  shown
t h e i r  v i n e y a r d ;  a b o u t  4 0  a c r e s  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a n  m a n n e r .
T h e  r o w s  a r e  f r o m  1 2  t o  1 5  f e e t  a p a r t  ( a l m o s t  a  f i e l d  b e t w e e n  e a c h
r o w )  a n d  t h e i r  v i g o  r o u s  v i n e - s t o c k s  a r e  g r o w n  t o  m i d  h e i g h t  o n
t h r e e  w i r e s  r u n  o n  w o o d e n  p o s t s .  T h e  s o i l  i s  b l a c k i s h ,  s a n d y  l o a m
v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o n  w h i c h  t h e  h i g h  c l a s s  v i n e s  o f  C h a r l e s  T a r d -
e n t  d o  s o  w e l l  a t  C h a b a ;  T h e  v i n e s  a r e  h e a l t h y  a n d  a r e  l a d e n  w i t h
a n  a b u n d a n t  c r o p .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e c i e s  a r e  G r a p p e s  B o r d e a u x  a n d
S e m i  I  l o n  w i t h  a  f e w  B u r l  i n g s .

W e  w e n t  t o  s e e  t h e  c e l l a r  a n d  i t  i s  a  w r e t c h e d  a f f a i r ,  b a r e l y  s u n k
i n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  r o o f e d  w i t h  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n .  l t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t
i t s  d e s i g n e r  i s  t h e  s a m e  l t a l  i a n  w h o  b u i  l t  t h e  o n e  i n  B r i s b a n e  o f
w h i c h  I  h a v e  s p o k e n .  I  w a s  a s t o n i s h e d  t h a t  a  v i g n e r o n  c o u l d  m a k e
s u c h  a  c e l l a r  a n d  h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n e r  w a s  r e a l l y  a  c o o k  b y
t  r ade  !

(J) This was an incorrect conclusion for at that time there were
big fTocks of sheep on such stations as Westbraok, Gowriet Jon-
dargan, Jinbour and nang others; there weze also mang catXTe
which were nainTg used for TocaL meat, hides and ta77ow. In l-887
ovet 7 tO)O tons of preserved meat was exported from AusttaTia - a
new industrg. Stock is diff icuft to see in numbers from a car ot
train in Australia due to the Targe areas as compared to New Zea-
Tand  o r ,  sag ,  I 7L ino i s ,  u .S .A .


